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Chapter XIII 

. A.D. 1760 

Hhe Arrival of the Rev. Samuel Fayerweather in 
Narragansett. Correspondence between the Vener^ 
able Society and the Vestry of St. Paul's Church. 
T)o6ior MacSparran's Disposition of his Estate and 
the Purchase of his Farm for a Glebe. The Willet 
Family. Matthew Robinson. Lodowick Updike. 

" T N consequence of the Preceding letters," con- 
1l tinues the Record, "the Venerable Society 
for the Propagation oftheGospelin Foreign Parts 
Took Compassion on us and sent us a missionary 
To be a Successor To the Rev'' Doctor M ac- 
Sparran, To Break the Bread of Life To Our 
Souls. And Although It Was Not Mr. Learn- 
ing,*" Whom We Ask^ for, Yet it Was a Person 
Equally Known to Us, Whom We had Once and 
Again heard Preach In Our parish church of 
Saint Paul's — Mr. Samuel Fayerweather,"* A 
Native of the Land in Which We Live, Who 
had been Two or Three Years in Wineyaw, South 
Carolina, ministering In Holy Things ; But Did 
Not Enjoy health in that Unwholesome Climate 
And Petitioned The Venerable Society for A 
Living in his Own Country ; Whom, after We 
had heard of his Appointment To Our Mission, 
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-jJ^^^c^ follows a copy of a letter to the Church 
'^^irdens and Vestry, &c. 

•T ^^ Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in For- 
^gti Parts condole with you on the death ot Dr.Mac- 
Sparran, and to supply to you that loss, they have ap- 
pointed the bearer, the Rev. Mr. Fayerweather, their 
missionary to you, with a salary of fifty pounds per an- 
num (the highest salary given by their rules to any new 
missionary), on condition that you provide for him a 
good house and glebe, and twenty pounds sterling per 
annum, as you promise and engage in your petition. 
Mr. Fayerweather they imagine is not unknown to 
you, and they hope will be very acceptable to you, not 
only from his known good charafter and abilities, but 
also as a New England man. That God may grant 
his blessing on all his spiritual labours among you, and 
that he may build you up in the true faith of Jesus 
Christ to your eternal salvadon,is the hearty prayer of, 
Gendemen, 

Your very humble servant, 

Phillip Bearcroft, Secretary 

TV the Church fVardem and Festry of the Episcopal Churchy 
Narragansett in New^England 

Soon after Mr. Fayerweather arrived at his Mis- 
sion in Narragansett, the following Letter was 
written and sent to the Venerable Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, 
signed by the Church Wardens in the name and 
behalf of the Vestry and congregation that usu- 
ally meet together tor the worship of Almighty 
God in the Church of Saint Paul's, Narragan- 
sett: 
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[to the secretary, dr. bearcroft, etc.] 

Narragansett^ August 30, X760. 

Reverend Sir, 

The honour we owe to the Venerable Society for Pro- 
pagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts as a church under 
their especial care, and their great goodness in provid- 
ing us worthy pastors from time to time, we can better 
admire than express. And, in our late destitute state, 
while we were bemoaning the loss of the Rev. Dr. 
MacSparran, whose light we rejoiced in many years, 
no sooner was our grief known on this melancholy 
occasion, but a successor was appointed much to our 
satisfadion ; and the more so, as he was a native of the 
land in which we live, the amiableness of whose views 
are visible and clear from his resigning a superior bene- 
fice in another part of the continent to ours ; whom we 
trust we have comfort in, and whose ministry, consid- 
ering his valuable gifts and accomplishments, will be 
highly acceptable and pleasing to us. 

With double joy we received Mr. Fayerweather on 
his arrival among us, being afraid something or other 
had happened to disappoint our sanguine hopes — he 
not arriving for above a twelvemonth after the news 
of his appointment reached our ears, by reason of a 
detention of the Society's letters to him. Mr. Fayer- 
weather opened his mission on the a4th of August, 
1760, the advantage of whose instrudions and exem- 
plary life we unitedly wish for a long series of time to 
enjoy; humbly depending on God, the Author and 
Sovereign Disposer of all things, for His blessing, from 
whom proceeds every good and perfeA gift. In com- 
pliance with the Venerable Society's instrudions and 
our promise, we have made the most ample provision 
for his settlement and support. And that we might ren- 
der the living of Saint Paul's worthy of the acceptance 
of gentlemen of charader and reputation,whenever,by 
the Providence of God, it becomes vacant, we shall do 
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everything further that is required of, or may be ex- 
peded from, us. 

Intreatingthe Venerable Society to accept this Duti- 
ful Address, and thanking that honourable and august 
Board in a proper and becoming manner for all fa- 
vours, and particularly this last mstance of their es- 
teem and notice in relation to a spiritual watchman, 
who is to watch for souls, as one that must give an 
account, we beg leave with the greatest deference, duty, 
and regard, to subscribe ourselves, 

Your most obedient^ devoted humble servants, 

John Case **• 
John Gardiner "* 

fVardens 

On Sunday, the 24th of August, 1760, Mr. 
Fayerweather, for the first time, officiated for his 
new flock, which had become greatly reduced 
in numbers, the Church having been so long 
closed. 

Do6lor MacSparran, in his will, devised his 
farms for the use and support of a Right Rev- 
erend Diocesan,*** if one should be sent over to 
America whose jurisdiftion should include the 
Narragansett country, provided he came within 
the term of seven years after the death of his 
wife. And if no such bishop arrived within that 
period, then he devised the same estate,'*' one- 
half to his nephew James MacSparran, the son 
of his brother Archibald,*** who had emigrated 
from the North of Ireland, and settled at the 
Forks of the Delaware, and subsequently had de- 
ceased, and the other half to Dr. Sylvester Gar- 
diner/** of Boston, the brother-in-law of Dr. 
MacSparran. 
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At thisjundure, Mr. James MacSparran, the 
late Dodtor's nephew and devisee, arrived in 
Narragansett, from White Clay Creek in Penn- 
sylvania [now Delaware], and the spirited gen- 
tlemen of the parish purchased his half for the 
sum of one hundred and fifty pounds sterling. 
After some length of time the other half of said 
farm was purchased of Dr. Sylvester Gardiner, 
of Boston, for a glebe for the perpetual benefit of 
the ministers of St. Paul's Church forever, for 
another one hundred and fifty pounds sterling. 
" Immediately upon which,'* continues the Re- 
cord, " Dr. Gardiner, to his Honour be it here 
Recorded, Gave out of his Respe6live part, or 
Sum of One hundred and fifty Pounds Sterling, 
one hundred dollars, to help forward the whole 
Purchase, or rather to Ease or Lessen the expense 
and Cost thereof to the Parish of St. Pauls.*^*. . . 

"The Principal Purchasers of the first half 
of the afore-mentioned Farm were John Case,*** 
Esq., Francis Willet, Esq., Thomas Brown,*^ 
Esq., Captain John Brown,"* Esq., of Newport, 
and Matthew Robinson,*^* Esq.; and in Con- 
jundlion with these, Lodowick Updike*^* and 
Colonel Thomas Hazard,^*' Esqs. Gave each of 
them Twenty Dollars a Piece. . . . 

"As to the Last half of the Purchase of the 
Farm as a Glebe Perpetual, the Three first men- 
tioned. Case, Willet, and Thomas Brown, Esqs., 
Each of them Gave most Liberally and Gener- 
ously; and their Names are again Repeated to 
their honour, for they Signalized themselves as 
to both the Distinct Purchases of said Farm; 
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and that, in the whole, their Particular Dona- 
tions did not amount to Less than Two hun- 
dred and Thirty Dollars A Man. Since which 
Regular Deeds have been made of said Farm 
as a Glebe or parsonage for the advantage and 
Behoovement of the Present and all Succeed- 
ing Ministers of St. Pauls Church in Narra- 
gansett, Time Immemorial."* 

President Stiles,"' in his History of the Three 
yudges^^ vpt2k\ng of Mr. Willet, says: 

** Colonel Francis Willet, of North Kingstown, 
Rhode Island, died and was buried in the family 
burying place on his own estate, one mile north of 
Narragansett Ferry, February [Odober?] 6, 1776, 
aged eighty-three. He was descended from Thomas 
Willet, the first mayor of New York, who died in 
Barrington, Rhode Island, 1674, aged sixty-four. 
Thomas Willet came a young merchant to Plymouth, 
1629 [163a?], was conversant in the fur and Indian 
trade of the whole coast from the Kennebec to Hud- 
son's River, became very opulent, and settled on a 
plantation at Swanzey,now Barrington, where remains 
his grave six miles below Providence. Being an in- 
telligent and respe<5lable person, he went as a coun- 
sellor on board or Colonel Nichols's fleet,at the reduc- 
tion of Manhados [or Manhatoes], 1664, and was 
by him appointed Mayor of the new conquered city. 
He owned houses in New York and Albany. The 
Dutch resuming the government, he afterwards re- 
turned to his settlement, and died in Barrington. On 
the stones at his grave there is this inscription : 

•The Church of St. Paul having, in 1800, been removed from 
the site where it formerly stood to Wickford, the glebe ceased to 
be convenient as the residence of the re£lor ; and having become 
dilapidated and injured by continued tenantry, was sold by the 
cotporation in 1842, and the proceeds more proBubly invested. 
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1674. 

HERE LYETH THE BODY 

OP THE WORTHY 

THOMAS WILLET, Eiq^^ 

WHO DIED AUGUST 4TH, IN 

THE 64TH YEAR OP HIS ACE, 

ANNO 



WHO WAS THE HRST 

MAYOR OF NEW YORK, 

AND TWICE DID 

SUSTAIN THAT 

PLACE. 



He had three sons/^ Hezekiah, James, and An- 
drew, by his wife Mary, the daughter of John Brown, 
Esq. Hezekiah was killed by the Indians, 1675. 
James lived on the paternal estate. Andrew was first 
a merchant in Boston till 1680; he then removed and 
settled on Boston Neck, at Narragansett Ferry; and 
died there in 1 7 1 2, aged fifty-six, leaving two sons, 
Francis and Thomas, and a daughter.*^* Thomas died 
a bachelor, and left the whole family estate to the pos- 
session of Colonel Francis Willet, who married and 
died without issue. This is the gentleman with whom 
I was intimately acquainted. He was educated a mer- 
chant, but did not pursue commerce. He had a good 
genius, and was a man of much reading and informa- 
tion; and settling himself on his paternal estate, being 
very opulent, he lived the life of a private gentleman. 
He was hospitable and generous, of excellent morals, 
and a very estimable and highly respefted charader. 
The fine traft of Boston Neck **° was owned by the 
Sewalls,^^and other gentlemen of Boston. This, with 
his father's former residence in Boston, and transa(5l- 
ing business for these Boston land-owners, and for 
Harvard College, brought him into an acquaintance 
with the first charaders of Boston, who often visited 
him through life, and gave him great public informa- 
tion. Once a year these gentlemen visited their estates, 
and at his father's house; and after his father's death, 
in 1 712, the management and superintendence of these 
estates, and of the college estate, together with the ex- 
tensive Willet family acquaintance, fell unto Colonel 
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FrandsWillet, whose aunts had married into ministers' 
families — Wilson "•in Massachusetts, and Hooker"' 
in Connedicut. The Willet farm was a traft extending 
from Narragansett Ferry northward — perhaps one 
mile and a half in length on the bay, and about one 
mile or more east and west from the bay, across to an 
oblong pond called Pettaquamscutt, and was the ori- 
ginal seat of the great sachem, Miantenomi. At the 
north end of this pond, and on the Willet farm, 
the celebrated Colonel Whalley, styled one of King 
Charles's regicide judges, resided; and before his death 
removed to West Greenwich and died there." 

The following memoranda were taken from an old 
memorandum book*** of Judge John Saffin, son-in- 
law of the first Thomas Willet, which is now [i 847] in 
possession of Willet Carpenter, Esq., who owns and 
lives on the family estate on Boston Neck, Rhode 
Island: 

"Captain Thomas Willet married Mary Brown, 
July 6, 1636. She was a daughter of John Brown."* 
Their children were: Mary,"' born in Plymouth, 
November 10, 1637; Martha, born in Plymouth, Au- 
gust 6, 1639; John, bom in Plymouth, August 21, 
1 641; Sarah,"* bom in Plymouth, May 4, 1643; Re- 
becca, bom in Plymouth, December 2, 1644; Thomas, 
bom in Plymouth, Oftober i, 1646; Esther, born 
July 10, 1648; James, born in Plymouth, Novem- 
ber 23, 1649; Hezekiah, born in Plymouth, Novem- 
ber 17, 1 651; David, born November i, 1654; An- 
drew, bom in Plymouth, Odober 5, 1655; Samuel, 
bom in Plymouth, Odober 27, 1658. 

"Mrs. Mary Willet died January 8, 1669, and was 
buried near her father, John Brown, upon a little hill 
upon their land in Swansea. Captain Thomas Willet 
died August 4, 1674, and was buried in the same 
place."* Captain Andrew Willet died April 6, 1 7 1 2> 
m his fifty-seventh year. 
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"John Saffin "* married Martha Willct, December 3, 
1658. She died of the small-pox, December 1 1, 1678. 
Their children were: John, born 1659, died 1661; 
John, 1 66 1, died 1678; Thomas, 1663; Simon, 1666, 
died 1678; Josiah, 1667; Joseph, 1669, died 1676; 
Benjamin, 1672, died 1672; Joseph, 1676. Josiah and 
Joseph second died before their father. All these chil- 
dren were born in Boston. John Saffin was the eldest son 
of Simon Saffin, of Exeter, in England, merchant, and 
Grace, his wife, who was the only daughter of John 
Garrett, sometime of Barnstable in Devonshire. He 
joined the First Church in Boston, in 1665. In 1687-8, 
he removed from Boston to Bristol, Rhode Island. 
He married in 1680, for his second wife, Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Lidgett; and in 1688, for his third wife, Re- 
becca,"' daughter of Rev. Samuel Lee, of Bristol. 
Judge Saffin was Speaker of the Assembly of Massa- 
chusetts in 1686. He died at Bristol, July 29, 1710." 

Captain Thomas Willet made his will in Swansea, 
in 1 67 1. It was proved August la, 1674, and is re- 
corded in Plymouth Records (iii. 114). He gave his 
Plymouth, Swansea, and Rehoboth lands to his sons 
James, Hezekiah, Andrew, and Samuel; his Narra- 
gansett lands to his grandchildren, viz., to Thomas, 
son of Martha Saffin, a double portion; to the sons 
of his daughter, Mary Hooker, a share each; and to 
his daughter Esther, or any children she may have, 
a share each. He calls James his eldest son. 

Esther Willet afterwards married Josiah Flint,"* 
and her daughter, Dorothy, married Edmund Quincy. 

Captain Andrew Willet was at first a trader in Bos- 
ton, Massachusetts, but afterwards lived on the family 
estate on Boston Neck, in Rhode Island,and is buried 
there. He sold off to Rowland Robinson *^^ three hun- 
dred acres of the south part of the estate — one hun- 
dred and ten rods and six feet wide.'*' He gave the 

* Land Evidences^ ii. 122, Secretary's office. 
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Boston Neck fiinn to his sons. Colonel Francis and 
Thomas. Thomas, son of Andrew, died in 1725, aged 
twenty-nine, and by will gave his interest in the farm 
to his brother Francis, and the heirs of his body ; and 
if he died without issue, then to Willet, son of his 
sister Mary Qupenter, and William, son of his sister 
Martha Pease. Colonel Francis Willet married Mary 
Taylor.*** He died February 6, 1776, aged eighty- 
three, without issue. By his will he gave the whole 
of the Boston Neck estate to Francis Carpenter, his 
nephew.*** 

Joseph Carpenter, of Jericho, Oyster Bay, Long Is- 
land, married, first, Ann, 1707; and second, Mary, 
1 7 10, both daughters of Captain Andrew Willet. 
Francis, fifth son of Joseph and Mary Carpenter, in- 
herited and held the estate under his uncle's will, after 
several lawsuits in the Circuit Court relating to it, 
about 1790-3. Francis married Esther Helme,*^*and 
their children were: (i) Esther, living, (a) Willet. 
(3) James. (4) Francis. (5) Mary, married Samuel Gar- 
diner. (6) Abigail, living. (7) Sarah. Willet Carpen- 
ter, Esq., last named (son of Francis), now [1847] 
lives on and occupies the Willet estate. He married 
Elizabeth, the sister of Dr. Benjamin W. Case. The 
Rev. James H. Carpenter,**' of the Episcopal Church 
ofthe Ascension, Wakefield; Powell H. Carpenter,of 
Providence; and Benjamin Carpenter, are their chil- 
dren now living. 

Mary, daughter of Captain Thomas Willet, mar- 
ried Samuel Hooker,"' of Farmington, Connedicut. 
Hezekiah,son of Captain Willet, married Ann, daugh- 
ter of John Brown,ad,ofRehoboth, January 7, 1676; 
and was killed July i, 1676, in Philip's war. James,'^* 
son of Captain Willet, married Elizabeth, daughter 
of Lieutenant Peter Hunt, of Rehoboth, April 17, 
1673, and Grace Frink, June, 1677. 

It would seem that Captain Willet had another son, 
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Hezekiah,'^^ (who died an infant^) not named in Judge 
Baffin's account. 

For very imperfeft accounts of Captain Willet's 
family, see Baylies's Plymouth^ Daggett's Attleborough^ 
Bliss's Rehobothy and Thomson's Long Island. The ac- 
count which we have quoted from Dr. Stiles was given 
to him by Colonel Francis Willet, a grandson ofCap- 
tain Thomas Willet ; and the memoranda of Judge 
Saffin, Captain Willet's son-in-law, have the appear- 
ance of being very accurate. The wills of several of 
the family are recorded at Wickford, Rhode Island. 
Samuel,**' a son of Captain Thomas Willet, was Sher- 
iff of Queen's County, Long Island. His son Ed- 
ward was born in 170 1, had thirteen children and died 
at the age of ninety-three. Colonel Marinus Willet,**' 
Mayor of New York, was a son of Edward, and was 
born at Jamaica, Long Island, July 31, 1740, O. S., 
and died August 23, 1830. 

There have been others of the name of Willet in 
Dorchester and Newbury, Massachusetts (see Dag- 
gett's Attleboroughy and the History of Newbury). 

Matthew Robinson was the only son of Robert 
Robinson, Searcher of the Customs in Newport, who 
sustained many honourable posts under the reigns of 
Queen Anne, George I. and George II. He died in 
January, 1761, aged eighty-three. Matthew was born 
in Newport, in 1709. He studied law in Boston, and 
opened an office in Newport about the year 1735. 
Odober 4, 1741, he married Barsheba Johnston, the 
mother of Augustus Johnston,*** ***• afterwards Attor- 
ney-General of the colony. She was the daughter of 
Mr. Lucas,** a French Huguenot, who had fled to 
this country on the revocation of the Edift of Nantes. 
Mr. Robinson pradised law at Newport with reputa- 
tion, and travelled the circuits of the State. He re- 
moved to Narragansett in 1 750, and purchased a large 
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Church of Christ. Favoured with the ample theolo- 
gical library of his pastor, and the publications of the 
Venerable Society tor the Propagation of the Gospel^ 
it is believed that few men of his day better understood 
the history, government, and worship of the English 
Church, the story of the blessed Reformation, and the 
troubles ofst&s which afterwards arose. This zeal for 
the Church led himtolabourincessantlyforthesuccess 
of the parish. He was always [a member] of the vestry, 
and, living near the church,"* he constantly had the 
charge of the edifice. Having a taste for music, he at 
all times led the singing. During the troubles of the 
Revolution, and for years after, while the parish had 
no redor, Mr. Reed read the morning service in the 
Church, and the service at funerals. 

As was natural for such a mind, he was fond of com- 
municating his extensive knowledge of religion and 
the Church to his family and especially to his youngest 
son. This son, who early discovered a love for the ac- 
quisition of knowledge, is now the highly talented, 
esteemed, and successful Redor of Christ Church, in 
the village of Poughkeepsie,in the State of New York, 
and he has been heard to say, that he learned more 
from the lips of his father, in early life, of the English 
Church, of the Reformation, and of Puritanic wildness, 
error, and schism, than from the many volumes he has 
since read. Gladly did Martin Reed hail the day, when 
Dr. William Smith"* (afterwards Reftor of Trinity 
Church, Newport, and President of the Episcopal Sem- 
inary at Cheshire, Connefticut) was settled as the Rec- 
tor of St. Paul's, Narragansett. He really feasted on the 
great learning and true Churchmanship of that divine, 
always walking, after service on Sunday, to converse 
with him. Dr. Smith was a skilled enthusiast in music, 
and it is believed that in the Church at Narragansett, 
the f^enite was first chanted in America."' Indeed, so 
well known and so venerated was the charader of old 
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Mr. Reed) that when Dr. Smith was about to leave^ 
an individual despairingly remarked to Bishop Sea- 
bury,'' I am afraid ourCnurch will die.'' He answered: 
^ It may be chastised, but while you have for wardens 
such men as Colonel Updike,^'* and Martin Reed for 
clerk, it will never die." 

Many anecdotes are told of the venerable Reed.He 
nevermore thanonce inflifted corporal punishment on 
his children, and that was on a Monday morning. After 
an impressive ledure, he used the rod on his four sons 
for playing ball the day before. His government of his 
journeymen and apprentices when at their daily labour 
was novel. To procure silence and attention to busi- 
ness, he almost constantly employed his astonishing 
musical powers in singing a great number of chaste 
Irish songs, or uttering their airs by a melodious 
whistle, to which the workmen became so accustomed 
that it became to them a relief in their toils. Of his 
moral courage it is told, that when the great and pre- 
sumptuous impostor, Jemima Wilkinson,^^ who had 
her temple in his neighbourhood, was in her glory, he 
hesitated not to call her a blasphemer. On hearing of 
this, she attired herself in her robes, went to his house 
with the intention of overawing and subduing him to 
her purposes as she had done many others. She charged 
him with profaning her name. Claiming to be the Son 
of God, she threatened that if he did not repent and 
humble himself, she would put forth her mighty pow- 
er, and blast him and his family. He answered that he 
entertained no gods like her in his house, and that if 
she did not forthwith leave he would lurn her out; on 
which she troubled him no more. Mr. Reed lived to 
quite an advanced age, but during several of his last 
years, although retaining to a surprising degree his 
mental faculties, a paralytic affedion prevented him 
from doing more than constantly peruse his Bible and 
Book of &>mmon Prayer. At the age of eighty-one. 
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having sent for his son^ the present Rev. Dr. Reed^ 
and from his hands having received the Holy Com- 
munion, he went to sleep in Christ, revered by all who 
knew him. 

And here I trust my early friend and companion, 
the Rev. Dr. John Reed, will pardon me for intro- 
ducing his name, as a son of the little church at Nar- . 
ragansett. At the early age of twelve he formed a de- 
termination of acquiring an education and entering the 
sacred ministry of the Church. From this determi- 
nation he never swerved, until, by God's continued 
blessing, he efFeded his designs. He mentioned this 
determination to his father, who sighed and said, 
'^ God grant it may be so, but the want of means will 
forbid it.'' Possessing at least all the talents, enter- 
prise, perseverance, and moral courage of his father, 
and direded and encouraged by the advice of Dr. 
Smith, how an education could be obtained and how 
it had been obtained in the old countries, without the 
assistance of paternal wealth, he left his father's home, 
at the age of sixteen, to acquire means for his favour- 
ite design, by the teaching of youth. This honourable 
and useful course he pursued, laboriously studying, 
until he graduated from Union College, at Schenec- 
tady, with the highest honours of his class. In the year 
after leaving college, he was ordained by the late 
Bishop Benjamin Moore and, in 1 8 lo, jie was settled 
in the then small but respe(5lable congregation of 
Christ Church, Poughkeepsie, of which he has now 
been redor for thirty-five years and which, under his 
learning, great prudence, and ceaseless labours, has 
grown to be one of the most numerous and respeded 
congregations in the State of New York. In 1 832, Mr. 
Reed was greatly afflided by the loss of the companion 
of his youth, who lived and died the true pattern of 
the wife of the Christian clergyman. Within a few years, 
his health began to fail. But his declining years were 
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cheered by the love and esteem of his numerous flock, 
the society of a most excellent companion, as his se- 
cond wife, and the comforts arising from his two chil- 
dren : the one, the Rev. Thomas C. Reed, Professor 
in Union College, and the other the accomplished 
wife of General Thomas L. Davis, of Poughkeepsie. 
In the commencement of the year 1 845, Dr. Reed's 
constitution had become so seriously impaired, that 
m sermon, which he had prepared to be delivered on 
the Third Sunday in Lent, in consequence of his se- 
vere illness was read by the assistant minister. On 
February 15, 1845, Dr. Reed relinquished his salary, 
and a committee of the Vestry, appointed to consider 
the matter, presented the following report: ''That 
they can but speak in general terms of Dr. Reed's de- 
votedness to tne Church and his readiness on all oc- 
casions, to sacrifice his own comfort and convenience 
to the calls of charity and to labour zealously in every 
measure, which has had the Church for its guide and 
the good of man and the glory of God for its end, for 
a period of more than thirty-four years. In his long 
course of usefulness among us, as our Redor, he has 
uniformly shown his just appreciation of the privi- 
lege of being permitted to devote himself to the ser- 
vice of his Master, under the guidance of his Church, 
by his judicious counsels, pious instructions, and char- 
ities. The good oflices, which he has rendered to all, 
though grateful in themselves, have been made much 
more so because of being the spontaneous tokens and 
outpourings of a generous Christian spirit. Ever cheer- 
ful and ready to partake as a Christian may of all inno- 
cent and proper enjoyments, he has always been equally 
ready, at all suitable times and occasions, frankly to 
avow andfirmly todefend the principles of the Church, 
whose dodrines he well understooa, and whose spirit 
he fully exemplified by his manly and consistent, yet 
humble and unobtrusive, devotion. As a brief tribute 
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of resped to this faithful son of the Church, your com- 
mittee submits the following resolutions: 

" ResolveJyThzt this Vestry, in behalf of the congre- 
gation, whom they represent, acknowledge with deep 
gratitude to Almighty God, the signal blessings which 
they have derived through the instrumentality of our 
venerable and much respefted Reftor. From the in- 
fancy of this congregation he has been its steadfast, 
devoted and selNdenying friend and, although now 
past the meridian of life, we cannot but indulge the 
hope, in the Providence of God, that in the evening 
of his days, the congregation may still be blessed with 
the continuance of his wise counsel and pious example, 
and with his occasional personal services as our Redor. 

^^ Resolve J, That this Vestry, with the assurance to 
the Reverend Reftor of the warm affeftions of its 
individual members, hereby tender him its grateful 
thanks as a body, for the kindness, care, and fidelity 
with which he has watched over the interests of the 
Church during the great length of time he has offi- 
ciated as its Reftor/ 

On motion of the Honourable James Emott, the 
report was unanimously accepted, with a request of a 
copy of Dr. Reed's discourse for the press; which was 
furnished and published by the Church. The sermon 
is entitled The Peace of Jerusalem. 

On the 6th of July, 1 845, Dr. Reed died at Pough- 
keepsie, aged sixty-eight years. For thirtyrfivc years 
he had filled the office of Pastor, and during all that 
period he was not only devoutly attached to the flock 
over which he was placed, but as warmly beloved by 
them and all with whom he had intercourse. 

"On the first Sunday of November, 1761, Mr. 
Fayerweathcr Baptized a Son of Mr. Lodowick 
Updike,**^ By the Name of Daniel, at Eight 
Months Old, In St. Paul's Church." 
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The following notice containing a memoir^ drawn 
by William G. uoddard, Esq.,'*' is extraded from the 
Providence Journal: " The late Daniel Updike, Esq., 
who died at his residence in East Greenwich, on the fif- 
teenth of June, 1 842, at the advanced age of eighty- 
one years, was extensively known to the people of 
this State* He was the eldest son of the late Lodo- 
wick Updike, one of the most accomplished gentle- 
men of the times in which he lived, and grandson of 
Daniel Updike,'^ many years Attorney-General under 
the Colonial Government. According to a somewhat 
prevalent fashion of that day, his eany education was 
superintended by skilful private tutors, who resided 
in the &mily, and were, at the same time, the instruc- 
tors and companions of their pupils. Mr. Updike was 
bred to the txu-, and, at the time of his death, was the 
oldest lawyer in Rhode Island, all his professional con- 
temporaries having long since departed this life, with 
the exception of Mr. Ray Greene,*^ who was admitted 
after him. Both Mr. Updike and Mr. Ray Greene 
studied law with James Mitchell Varnum,**' probably 
the most eminent man that ever pradised in Rhode 
Island. In 1784, he was admitted to the bar, and com- 
menced in Washington county the pradice of his pro- 
fession, which, however, he did not continue after the 
year 1795. ^''* Updike was repeatedly honoured with 
public trusts. For many years he was eleded Clerk of 
the House of Representatives, and he was likewise 
chosen for several terms to represent North Kings- 
town, his native town, in the General Assembly. In 
1790, he was Secretary of the Convention, which, on 
the part of the people of Rhode Island, ratified the 
Constitution of the United States.'" In the same year, 
he was eleded the Attorney-General of this State. To 
this office he declined a reeledion. In 1796, he was 
appointed by the Eledoral College of this State to 
carry its vote to Philadelphia, then the seat of the 
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National GovernmenL Since that time it is not known 
to the writer that Mr. Updike has sustained any pub- 
lic office. 

^' Mr. Updike was a gentleman of the old school, 
both in manners and dress. His urbane and courteous 
deportment was on all occasions remarkable, and he 
left upon every mind the most grateful impression in 
regard to his charafter. It is no mean praise to add, 
that in politics he was a federalist of the old school. 
He possessed a good library ^^ and found in books 
both a solace and a companionship. His memory, un- 
commonly adive and retentive, was well stored with 
fadts in relation to events long since past and as to 
personages known to the present generation only 
through the means of tradition. With all the old law- 
yers of his day he was well acquainted. He preserved 
distind recolledions of Honyman,*** Matthew Robin- 
son,*^ Aplin,*** Augustus Johnston,*'**01iverArnold,*** 
and Henry Marchant.'^^ At the bar, he was associated 
with Bradford,**' with Bourne,*** with Goodwin*** and 
with Channing.*** A pupil of General Vamum, fre- 
quentiy his companion on his circuit and, for three 
years, an inmate of his family, he had an intimate 
knowledge of the habits and charader of that remark- 
able man. Having listened to all his great efforts at 
the bar and before the Legislature, he was better quali- 
fied than any other man to estimate his powers as an 
orator. Among the interesting relics of the past, in the 
possession of Mr. Updike at the time of his death, is 
a well-wrought silver flagon,**' which was presented 
by Bishop Berkeley to the first Daniel Updike,*** who 
was for twenty-seven years Attorney-General of the 
Colony of Rhode Island. This flagon, being intended 
as a mark of the personal friendship of the Bishop for 
their ancestor, is likely to be preserved, as a sort of 
heirloom, in this family of the Updikes. 

"The longevity of Mr. Updike*** and his family 
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speaks well for the salubrity of the Narragansett coun- 
try. His father and mother died at advanced ages. His 
surviving brothers and sisters are eight in number. 
The youngest of them has seen more than fifty years 
and the eldest is an odogenarian^ whose natural force 
seems hardly abated." 

"The 30'' [of November, 1761] Mr. F. Set out 
for Boston. Preached at Kings Chappcl Dec' 2^ 
His Excellency Gov' Bernard Present.'* 

Francis Bernard succeeded Governor Pownall**^ as 
Governor of Massachusetts^ in 1760. He continued 
head of the government nine years. His administra- 
tion was during one of the most interesting periods 
of American history. The first part of his adminis- 
tration was very agreeable to the General Court and 
much harmony prevailed for two or three years. There 
had long been two parties in the State, — the advo- 
cates of the Crown and the defenders of the rights of 
the people. Governor Bernard was soon classed with 
those who were desirous of strengthening the royal 
authority in America. The Sons or Liberty, therefore, 
stood forth uniformly in opposition to him. His in- 
discretion in appointing Mr. Hutchinson'" Chief 
Justice instead of giving that office to Colonel Otis,*^ 
to whom it had been promised by Shirley,*'' proved 
very injurious to him. In consequence of this appoint- 
ment, he lost the influence of Colonel Otis and, by 
yielding himself to Mr. Hutchinson, he drew upon 
himself the hostility of James Otis,^'* the son, a man 
of great talents, who soon became the leader on the 
popular side. The causes, which finally brought on the 
American Revolution, were then operating. Governor 
Bernard possessed no talent for conciliation. He was 
for accomplishing ministerial purposes by force, and 
the spirit of freedom gained strength from the open 
manner in which he attempted to crush it. He was 
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the principal means of bringing the troops to Boston, 
that he might overawe the people, and it was owing 
to him that they were continued in the town. He en- 
deavoured to obtain an alteration of the charter, to 
transfer the right of electing from the General Court 
to the Crown. This attempt, though it drew upon him 
the indignation of the Province, was so pleasing to 
the ministry, that he was created a baronet in 1769. 
One of his last public measures was to prorogue the 
General Court, in consequence of their refusing to 
make provision for the support of the troops. It was 
found necessary to recall him. He died in England in 
June, 1779.* *'* 

"Sunday the 27** February [1763] Mr. Faycr- 
weathcr was Married To Mrs. Bours*'* In the 
Church at Newport Early in the Morning 
about 8 o*clock By the Reverend Marmaduke 
Browne ;*'* and that Day (an Exceedingly Cold 
Day) Preached on the Occasion ^'^ from these 
Words to a large Auditory Do all to the Glory 
ofGodr 

Respefting the Rev. Mr. Hours, the Rev. Mr. 
Stickney,*'^^ Redor of St. Michael's, Marblehead, has 
kindly furnished the following memoir: 

The Rev. Peter Bours,^*'' ^9^ who was the Redor of 
St. Michael's Church in Marblehead, from 1753 to 
1762, was the son of Peter Bours, Esq.,*'^ a member 
of the Council of the government of Rhode Island. He 
was graduated A. B. at Harvard College, 1747, where 
he also afterwards received the Master's degree. For 
some time before he proceeded to England for holy 
orders, he was employed in reading the service and 
sermons in several destitute Churches with universal 
approbation, "both for his abilities and morals." 
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His labours in the parish of St. Michael's were com- 
menced in July, 1753, and appear to have been em- 
inently successful. A contemporary describes him as 
a man of an excellent temper, good learning, and great 
piety,whose good charader gained more to the Church 
of England than all who had preceded him. Duringthe 
short period of his ministry m Marblehead (less than 
nine years), he baptized four hundred and fifty-six 
in£ints and adults. By the purity of his dodrine, his 
amiable manners, and his blameless life, he conciliated 
the enemies of the Church, and his congregation was 
much increased. I have met with none who can speak 
of him from their own remembrance of his person. 
There is no parishioner of mine who received his ed- 
ifying ministrations ; but a traditionary veneration pre- 
serves his memory fresh among us ; and we are happy 
in having an excellent portrait of him from the hand 
of Blackburn. Mr. Bours is represented as sitting, and 
in his clerical robes. The figure is full, though not 
lame; and the face, which is fair, has an expression of 
quite uncommon serenity and sweetness. This valua- 
ble memorial is in the possession of an excellent lady, 
the widow of Mr. Bourses nephew. 

This excellent and amiable gentleman died, after a 
very short illness, February 24, 1762, at the early age 
of thirty-six. Above his mortal remains, which were 
buried in the grave-yard contiguous to St. Michael's 
Church, a monument was eredted which bears the fol- 
lowing epitaph : 

UNDER THIS STONE 
LIES THE BODY / 

OF THE REV*D PETER BOURS, 

ONCE 

UnnSTER OF THIS CHURCH i 

WHICH OFnCE 

FOR THE SPACE OF NINE YEARS, 

HE DISCHARGED WITH FAITHFULNESS, 

TEACHING THE DOCTRINES OF THE GOSPEL 

WITH PLAINNEU AND FERVENCY » 
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ILLUiTRATING THB TRUTH AND REALITY OP WHAT HI TAUGHT ' 

BY HIS OWN UFB, 

THB GOODNESS OP WHICH 

JOYNED 

WITH GREAT CANDOUR 

AND UNBOUNDED BENEVOLENCE OP MINDli 
OBTAINED FOR HIU, 
NOT ONLY 
THB MOST SINCERE LOVE OP HIS OWN PBOPLB» 

BUT ALSO 

THE ESTEEM OF VIRTUOUS MEN 

OF EVERY PERSUASION. 

HE DIED FEB*Y HTK, 1761, 

AGED i6 YEARS. 

TO HIS MEMORY, 

HIS PEOPLE HAVE ERECTED THIS MONUMENT* 

IN TESTIMONY 

OF HIS GREAT WORTH, 

AND THEIR SINCERE REGARDS. 

PERSUASION DRAWS, EXAMPLE LEADS THE MIND 1 
THEIR DOUBLE FORCE COMPELS, WHEN MEETLY JOINED. 

"Fcb'y 26** [1764] Mr. Faycrwcathcr Jour- 
neyed to Marblchcad, Preached In St. Michaers 
Church, and Christened a child for the Rever- 
end Mr. Weeks at the Font there." 

The Rev. Mr. Stickney has also transmitted the 
following notice: 

"The Rev. Joshua Wingate Weeks **^succceded the 
Rev. Peter Bours, in the redorship of St. Michael's 
Church, in Marblchcad. He was educated at Har- 
vard College, where he received the Bachelor's de- 
gree in 1758. Mr. Weeks was appointed by the Ven- 
erable Society for the Propagation of the Gospel to 
be their missionary in Marblehead, at the earnest re- 
quest of the Church-wardens and vestry, seconded 
by the testimonials of His Excellency Benning Went- 
worth, Esq.,^' Governor of New Hampshire, and the 
Rev. Arthur Browne,^* of Portsmouth, and many 
others, to his charafter and qualifications. The same 
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contemporary, who has recorded his testimony to the 
excellent worth of Mr. Bours, speaks of Mr. Weeks 
as a 'virtuous, sweet-tempered, learned gentleman.' 

** The letter of the vestry to the Venerable Society in 
London is dated November 4,1762, and Mr. Weeks 
bqnn his ministry in Marblehead, in July, 1763. As 
a Christian pastor he was diligent, laborious, and faith- 
ful. Four hundred and sixty-eight infants and adults 
were baptized in the Church during his residence. The 
glebe was enlarged by purchase, the church repaired, 
and the congregation increased. In 1768 the parish in- 
cluded one-nfth part, at least, of all the inhabitants of 
the town, then amounting to six thousand five hun- 
dred souls. He lived at peace with dissenters from 
the Church, yet was a steadfast friend of her institu- 
tions, and ready to suffer violence and wrong for her 
sake. He was assiduous and unwearied in his sacred 
calling till, in the progress of the American Revolu- 
tion, the conflid (as he regarded it) between his new 
dvil duties and his oath otordination compelled him 
to desist from the public services of the Church. Sub- 
sequently the intolerant violence of an over-suspicious 
or vindictive populace obliged this excellent man to 
leave a distressed wife and family and flee his native 
land. 

"Mr. Weeks's own account of his sufferings from 
political persecution is published in the annual ab- 
strad of the report of the doings of the Venerable 
Society, for the year 1779. It is as follows: 

"*That for nearly a twelvemonth after the Declara- 
tion of Independence, his people generally attended 
divine service in the Churcn, where he used the Lit- 
urgy complete, 'till a law passed in the General As- 
sembly against itThat he then satisfied himself with 
visiting his flock from house to house, instrufting and 
baptizing their children, and encouraging them to 
patience and perseverance in duty under their difH- 
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cult and trying situation, cautiously avoiding to give 
any offence by intermeddling with civil affairs. But no 
innocency of intentions and no peaceableness of con- . 
dud could bring him security from the wild and un-* < 
distinguishing rage of party. He was not permitted 
to remain in this quiet state, but was summoned, in 
the month of Odober, 1777, before the special court 
at Salem to answer to charges of what he had never 
done, and of which he w^ necessarily acquitted. But 
about a year after, he was called upon to take the 
oath of abjuration, a refusal of which was to be fol- 
lowed by imprisonment during pleasure, and after- 
wards by banishment, perpetual, from the country. 
As the taking this oath would have been a violation 
of his conscience and duty, he freely declared that he 
could not take it; and then petitioned the General 
Court, at Boston, to give him leave to retire, which 
was most unjustly and inconsistently refused. Being 
thus reduced to the sad dilemma of either hurting his 
conscience by taking the oath, or of being exposed 
to most dreadful consequences if he did not» he pri-. 
vately endeavoured, and happily succeeded in making' 
his escape, leaving behind him a mournful wife witn 
eight children, relying on the pity and humanity of 
friends to support them.' 

"After a residence of some time in England, Mr. 
Weeks was appointed to a field of labour near Halifax, 
in the British province of Nova Scotia, where he was 
joined by his wife and family, and where (it is be- 
lieved) he laboured until the close of his life." 

"February 17*^ [1765.] Mr. Fayerweather 
Preached at Newport, and Baptized three chil- 
dren, one of Governor Wantons; and all with 
their Proper Sponsors.*' 

Edward Wanton **"* emigrated from London to 
Boston before 1658. He assisted in the execution of 
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the Quakers, in 1659. Convinced of the injustice of 
their persecution, and won by the fortitudeand resig- 
nation with which they suflFered, he became a convert 
to their ^th. He removed to Scituate, Massachusetts, 
in 1 66 1, where he had previously purchased an estate. 
He became a Quaker preacher, and was a popular pro- 
pagator of their dodnnes. He died at Scituate, aged 
dgnty-fivc. 

His eldest son, Joseph,^ settled at Tiverton, 
Rhode Island, in 1688, and both he and his wife were 
speakers in the Society of Friends. 

William Wanton *** (son of Edward) left Scituate in 
1704, and settled in Newport. Before his removal he 
married Ruth, the daughter of Deacon Bryant; she 
was a Congregationalist, and he a Quaker. Religious 
objedions were made against the match on both sides. 
He said, '' Friend Ruth, let us break from this un- 
reasonable bondage — /will give up my religion, and 
ihou shalt ihine^ and we will so over to the Church of 
England, and go to the devil together .** They fulfilled 
this resolution so far as to go to the Church of Eng- 
land, marrying, and adhering to the Church of Eng- 
land during lite. He followed a seafaring life, was cap- 
tain of a pnvateer, and afterwards became a successful 
merchant. He sustained many offices. In 1732, he was 
eleded Governor of the State, and was reeleded in 
1733. ^^ ^^^ ^^ December of that year. Daniel Up- 
dike,'*^ the Attorney-General of the Colony, married 
his widow.*^ She survived her last husband many 
years.* 

John Wanton,***^ brother of William, from success 
in trade, had become one of the most wealthy citi- 
zens of Newport. He adhered to the faith of the Qua- 
kers, and travelled much as a religious teacher. To 
heal party divisions, which ran high at this period, 
he was induced to permit himself to be voted for, 

^Deine's Scitmsu. 
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and was eleded Governor in I734> and was succes- 
sively reelected for six years. He died in office July 5, 

1740. 

Gideon Wanton,**** son of Joseph, and nephew of 
William and John, was an enterprising merchant of 
Newport, and, in addition to other offices, was eleded 
Governor of Rhode Island in 1745 and 1747. He 
died September 12, 1767, aged seventy-four. 

Joseph Wanton^ was a son of William, who died 
Governor in 1733, and a grandson of the first Edward. 
He was an opulent merchant in Newport, and was 
conneded by blood and affinity with the wealthiest 
and most popular families in the Colony. In 1764 and 
1 767 he was eleded Lieutenant-Governor through the 
Hopkins^** influence. In 1769, he succeeded Gover-. 
nor Lyndon,*'*" as Governor of the Colony, and was 
annually reeleded Governor, until the political trou- 
bles of 1 775, when the office was declared vacant. The 
following political handbill which was circulated among 
the people, previous to the eledion of April, 1775, 
is copied here, as illustrating the spirit of the times. 
The people were beginning to divide, and take sides 
in relation to the measures of the mother country, 
which soon after produced the Revolution; but the 
crisis had not then arrived. 

To the Freemen of the Colony of Rhode Islakd: 

GENTLEMEN : As it has been generally wished 
and expeded, especially in this Part of the Colony, 
that at the ensuing Eledion there might not be any 
Contest respeding General Offices, and as a Prox*" 
now appears with some alterations, it is probable you 
may be desirous to know the true Reasons thereof; in 
Justice therefore to Governor Wanton, I think it my 
duty to lay them before you, and shall be as concise 
as Dossible. 

Some Time last Month, a Gentleman in this Town 
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came to me, with a Request from several Persons in 
Newport^ that I would use my Influence to remove 
Governor Wanton from the Chair, because they sus- 
peded he held Principles unfriendly to the Charter 
Rights of this Colony ; to which I replied, that what 
innuence I had I should use to establish him in the 
Chair, as I believed there was no foundation for sup- 
posing that he was inimical to the Freedom and Wel- 
fare of the Colony. About a Week afterwards a Gen- 
tleman from Newport made a similar Application : I 
told him it was my Opinion, the Freemen would dis- 
countenance an Opposition: He then said, he would 
agree Governor Wanton should continue in his Office, 
provided no Alteration was made in the Prox, by op- 
posing either of the Assistants who were chosen at the 
last Ele&ion. As this Proposal appeared calculated to 
preserve the Colony from intestine Divisions I gave 
It as my Sentiment, that Governor Wanton would 
readily assent thereto, and accordingly wrote him upon 
the Subjed: He replied, that for his Part he had no 
Objedtion to the Proposal, neither had he Reason to 
believe any would be made. 

As I supposed this Gentleman was authorized to 
make this Proposal, I was in Hope that the Colony 
would have remained in a State of Tranquillity, more 
especially as the present Conjundure of our public 
Affairs so loudly calls for Unanimity amongst our- 
selves; But contrary to my Expeftations, the ProspeA 
I then had of seeing the Colony in a State of Peace, 
is now blasted, unwearied Pains having been taken to 
form an Opposition to the Governor, and I have the 
most undoubted Authority to inform you, that on 
^Thursday last the principal Persons concerned in that 
Matterproposedtohim, thathemight remainin Office, 
if a Majority of their Friends could be put into the 
Prox with him; which Overture, appearing so con- 
traded and ungenerous, was inadmissible : But to con- 
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vince them of his Solicitude to adopt every reasonable 
conciliating Measure, he replied, he was willing they 
should nominate five Persons for Magistrates, whose 
Names he would print in his Prox for the Approba- 
tion of the Freemen. Notwithstanding the apparent 
Candour and Equity of this Offer, it was rejected by 
those Gentlemen, which so plainly indicated their In- 
tention of an Opposition, that he thought it justifia- 
ble to print his Prox as it now stands. 

Many Reports having been propa^ted imurious 
to the Charafter of Governor Wanton, m my C5pinion 
without any Foundation in Truth, from an intimate 
Acquaintance with his public Condudt, during his Ad- 
ministration, I conceive it to be my Duty to endea- 
vour to remove any unfavourable Impressions which 
may have been made on your Minds, from disingenu- 
ous Insinuations respecting his political Principles, by 
assuring you, that he has always manifested an affec- 
tionate Regard for your Charter Rights; and upon 
every Occasion exhibited the strongest Proofs of^his 
Readiness to serve your true Interest, by a cheerful 
Concurrence with every Measure calculated to ad- 
\ vance the Credit, Happiness, and Reputation of the 
i Colony; and I have the highest Reason to believe that 
■ he will not, in any Instance betray the sacred Trust 
it which you have been pleased to repose in him, as your 
] Chief Magistrate. I am, Gentlemen, 
i Your real Friend and Servant, 

\ Darius Sessions ^' 

Providence^ April 15, 1775 

Governor Wanton was, however, reeleded by the 
people on the third Wednesday of April, 1775; *"d 
m consequence of the Boston Port Bill, the Legisla- 
ture was specially convened at Providence, on Satur- 
day, the 2 2d day of the same April, and after the 
annual eledtion oif Governor and Senate — but the of- 
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ficers eled could not, by Charter, be induded and sworn 
into office until the first Wednesday of May ensuing. 
At this special session, the General Assembly passed 
the following preamble and resolution: 

^ At this very dangerous crisis in American afiairs; 
at a time when we are surrounded by fleets and armies, 
which threaten our immediate destrudtion ; at a time 
when the fears and anxieties of the people throw them 
into the utmost distress, and totally prevent them from 
attending to the common occupations of life; to pre- 
vent the mischievous consequences that must neces- 
sarily attend such a disordered state, and to restore 
peace to the minds of the good people of this Colony, 
It appears absolutely nece^ary to this Assembly that 
a number of men be raised and embodied, properly 
armed and disciplined, to continue in this Colony as 
an Army of Observation^ to repel any insult or violence 
that may be ofTered to the inhabitants; and also, if it 
be necessary for the safety and preservation of any of 
the Colonies, to march out of this Colony, and join 
and cooperate with the force of the neighbouring Col- 
onies; // is voted and resolved^ That fifteen hundred 
men be enlisted, raised, and embodied as aforesaid, 
with all the expedition and despatch that the nature 
of the thing will admit of." 

To which resolution Governor Wanton, and others, 
made the following protest : 

"We, the subscribers, professing true allegiance to 
His Majesty King George the Third, beg leave to dis- 
sent from the vote of the House of Magistrates, for 
enlisting, nusing, and embodying an Army of Obser- 
vation of fifteen hundred men, to repel any insult or 
violence that may be offered to the mhabitants; and 
also, if it be necessary for the safety and preservation 
of any of the Colonies, to march out of this Colony, 
and join and cooperate with the forces of the neigh- 
bouring Colonies— -Because we are of opinion that 
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such a measure will be attended with the most fatal 
consequences to our Charter privileges, will involve 
the Colony in all the horrors ot a civil war, and, as we 
conceive, will be an open violation of the oath of al- 
legiance, which we have severally taken upon our ad- 
mission into the respeftive offices we now hold in this 

Joseph Wanton 
Darius Sessions 
Thomas Wickes"' 
William Potter*'* 

In the Upper House^ Providence^ April 25, 1775 " 

Notwithstanding the aforesaid protest, the aft did 
pass the Senate ; the orders were issued, and General 
Nathaniel Greene was appointed Brigadier-General of 
the Brigade. The protest created great excitement. At 
the May session of the Assembly, Governor Wanton 
transmitted the following letter: 

Newport^ May 2, 1775 

To the General Assembly of the English Colony 
of Rhode Island, to be holden at Providence, on the 

first Wednesday of May, 1775 

GENTLEMEN: As indisposition prevents my 
meeting you in the General Assembly, that can- 
dour I have so often experienced from the Represen- 
tatives of the freemen of the Colony encourages me to 
hope that you will excuse my personal attendance at 
this session. Since the last session of the General As- 
sembly at Providence, I have had the honour of re- 
ceiving a letter from the Earl of Dartmouth, one of 
His Majesty's principal Secretaries of State, dated 
Whitehall, the 3** of March, 1775, enclosing the reso- 
lutions of the House of Commons, respeding the pro- 
visions which they exped this Colony or Province in 
America to make for the common defence, and also 
for the civil government and the administration of jus- 
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dee in such Colony, both which I have direded to be 
laid before you ; and, also, a letter from the Provincial 
Congress, which are all the public letters I have re- 
cdvol during the recess. 

As the dispute between Great Britain and the Col- 
onies is now brought to a most alarming, dangerous 
crisis and this once happy country threatened with all 
the horrors and calamities of civil war, I consider my- 
self bound by every tie of duty and afFeftion, as well 
as from an anient desire to see a union between Great 
Britain and her Colonies upon an equitable, perma- 
nent basis, to entreat you to enter into the considera- 
tion of the resolutions of the House of Commons and 
also, his lordship's letter, which accompanied that re- 
solution, with the temper, calmness, and deliberation 
which the importance of them demands, and with that 
inclination to a reconciliation with the Parent State 
which will recommend your proceedings to His Ma- 
jesty and both Houses of Parliament. The prosperity 
andhapbiness of this Colony is founded on its connec- 
tion with Great Britain, ''for if once we are separated, 
where shall we find another Britain to supply our loss? 
Torn from the body to which we are united by reli- 
gion, liberty, laws and commerce, we must bleed at. 
every vein." Your Charter privileges are of too much 
importance to be forfeited. You will, therefore, duly 
consider the interesting matters now before you with 
the most attentive caution; and let me entreat you 
not to suffer your proceedings for accommodating 
these disputes, which have too long subsisted between 
both countries, to have the least appearance of an- 
ger or resentment ; but that a kind, respe<5tful beha- 
viour towards His Majesty, and both Houses of Par- 
liament, accompany all your deliberations. 

I shall always be ready to join with you in every 
measure which will secure the full possession of our 
invaluable Charter privileges to the latest posterity. 
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and prevent the good people of this Colony from that 
ruin and destrudion which, in my opinion, some of 
the ,orders of the late Assembly must inevitably in- 
volve them in, if they are not speedily repealed; for, 
besides the fatal consequences of levying war against 
the King, the immense load of debt that will be in- 
curred, if the late resolutions for raising an Army of 
Observation of fifteen hundred men within this Col- 
ony be carried into execution, will be insupportable, 
and must unavoidably bring on universal bankruptcy 
throughout the Colony. 

If I have the honour of being reeleded, I shall, as 
I ever have done, cheerfully unite with you in every 
proceeding (which may be consistent with that duty 
and allegiance which I owe to the King and the British 
Constitution) for increasing the welfare and happiness 
of this government. I am, with great resped and es- 
teem, Gentlemen, 

Your most humble servant, 

J. Wanton 

Between the day in April, on which the General 
Officers were elefted by the people, and the session 
of the Legislature in May, at which time those that 
were eleded took the oath of office, the battle of 
Lexington had taken place; American blood had been 
shed; the popular mind was in a high state of excite- 
ment, and the Governor, by his letter, was adjudged 
a decided adherent to the cause of the Crown. The 
majority against him in the Legislature was strong 
and determined. Lieutenant-Governor Sessions and 
Thomas Wickes declined the offices to which they had 
been eleded. At the same May session, Nicholas 
Cooke*'* was elefted Lieutenant-Governor by the 
General Assembly, in the room of Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor Sessions, and James Arnold,*'^ in the room of 
Thomas Wickes. 



40 The Narragansett Church 

At the same May session, the Legislature passed 
the following ad to prevent Governor Wanton from 
ading as Governor: 

''Wherbas the Ministry and Parliament of Great 
Britain, sacrificing the glory and happiness of their 
sovereign, and the good of Britain and the Colonies 
to their own ambitious and lucrative views, have en- 
tered into many arbitrary, illegal resolutions for de- 
priving His Majesty 's.subjeds in America of every 
security for the enjoyment of life, liberty and pro- 
perty, and have sent, and are still sending, troops and 
ships of war into these Colonies to enforce their 
tyrannical mandates; and have adually begun to shed 
the blood of the innocent people of these Colonies; 
in consequence whereof this Assembly, at the session 
held on the twenty-second day of April last, passed 
an ad for raising fifteen hundred men, as an Army 
of Observation, and to assist any of our sister Col- 
onies : And whereas the Honourable Joseph Wanton, 
Esquire, then Governor of this Colony, did enter a 
protest against the said ad, conceived in such terms 
as highly to refled upon the General Assembly, and 
upon the united opposition of all America to the 
aforesaid tyrannical measures: And whereas the said 
Joseph Wanton, Esq. hath negleded to issue a pro- 
clamation for the due observation of Thursday, the 
eleventh of May instant, as a day of Fasting and 
Prayer, agreeable to an ad passed at the said ses- 
sion: And whereas the said Joseph Wanton, Esq. 
hath been eleded to the office of Governor of this 
Colony for the present year, and been notified there- 
of by this Assembly, notwithstanding which, he hath 
not attended at this General Assembly, and taken the 
oath required by law: and whereas the said Joseph 
Wanton, Esq. hath positively refused to sign the 
commissions for the officers appointed to command 
the troops so ordered to be raised: By all which he 
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hath manifested his intentions to defeat the good 
people of these Colonies in their present glorious 
struggle to transmit inviolate to posterity those sacred, 
rights they have received from their ancestors — Be 
ii therefore enaEled by this General Assembly^ i^c.^- — 
That the Deputy Governor and Assistants (Senators), 
be, and they are hereby forbid to administer the oath 
of office to the said Joseph Wanton, Esquire, unless 
in free and open General Assembly, according to the 
unvaried pradice of this Colony, and with the consent 
of this Assembly. That until the said Joseph Wanton, 
Esquire, shall have taken the oath of office as afore- 
said, it shall not be lawful for him to ad as Governor 
of this Colony in any case whatever. And that every 
ad done by him, in the pretended capacity of Gov- 
ernor, shall be null and void in itself, and shall not* 
operate as a warrant or discharge to any person ading 
by his orders, or under his authority.'* 

An ad was passed at the same session authorizing 
and empowering Henry Ward,*** the Secretary of the 
Colony, to sign all commissions instead of the Gov-. 
ernor, and the same to be as valid as if signed by him. . 
At the June session, Governor Wanton demanded 
that the oath of office of Governor should be adminis- 
tered to him, which was denied, and the ad of disquali- 
fication continued. 

"The General Assembly, at the session holden in 
Providence on the first Wednesday of May last, hav- 
ing passed an ad prohibiting His Honour the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor and the Senate from administering 
the oath of office to the Hon. Joseph Wanton, Es- 
Quire, who was eleded Governor of^ this Colony for 
the present year, and declaring all ads by him done 
in the pretended capacity of Governor, null and void, 
until he shall be engaged in open General Assembly, 
and with the consent of the General Assembly, &c.: 
And the said Joseph Wanton having appeared before 
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this Assembly^ and demanded that the oath of office 
be administerod to him : and this General Assembly 
having taken the same into consideration , do vote and 
resolve^ That the said Joseph Wanton hath not given 
satisfadion to this Assembly : That the said recited ad, 
passed at the last session, continueand be in force until 
therising of the General Assembly at thenext session/* 
This aft of disqualification was continued until the 
Oftober session, 1775, when the General Assembly 
declared the office vacant by the following Aft: 
'^Whereas this General Assembly, at their session held 
in Providence, on the first Wednesday in May last, 
made and passed an aft (for divers weighty reasons 
therein mentioned), to prevent the Hon. Joseph 
Wanton, Esquire, who was chosen Governor of this 
Colony at the General Eleftion held on the first 
Wednesday of May, from afting in said office, which 
aft hath been continued from session to session until 
now, without proceeding to declare said office vacant, 
from a tender regard to the said Joseph Wanton, and 
in order to give him an opportunity to make due satis- 
faftion for his former conduft, and of convincing this 
General Assembly of his friendly disposition to the 
United Colonies in general, and to this Colony in par- 
ticular: And whereas the said Joseph Wanton, by the 
whole course of his behaviour since the passage of said 
aft, hath continued to demonstrate that he is inimical 
to the rights and liberties of America, and is thereby 
rendered totally unfit to sustain the said office: And 
whereas the calamities of the present times make it 
necessary to this General Assembly to avail them- 
selves of the advantages given them by Charter and 
the fundamental principles of the Constitution — ^his 
General Assembly therefore resolve and declare^ £5?^ ., That 
the said Joseph Wanton hath justly forfeited the office 
of Governor of this Colony, and thereby the said office 
b become vacant.'* 
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At the same session, the General Assembly eleded 
Nicholas Cooke/** then Lieutenant-Governor, to fill 
the vacant office of Governor, and Dr. William Brad- 
ford*** to fill the office of Lieutenant-Governor, va- 
cated by the promotion of Mr. Cooke. They ap- 
pointed a committee to receive from Governor Wan- 
ton the original charter, letters, &c., and deliver thern^ 
to Nicholas Cooke, and the duplicate of the Charter 
from the late Lieutenant-Governor Sessions,**' and de- 
liver the same to Lieutenant-Governor Bradford, his 
successor. Governor Wanton maintained a dignified 
silence,and refused to comply with the last resolution. 
Thereupon the General Assembly at their February 
session, 1776, ordered the Sheriff of Newport to pro- 
ceed to the house of Governor Wanton, and to take 
possession of the charter, papers, &c., and deliver 
them to the committee, and, in case of any resistance 
by him, to take him into custody and bring him be- 
fore the General Assembly. At the March session, the 
sheriff reported, that with his deputies he forthwith 
proceeded "unto the house of the Honourable Joseph 
Wanton, Esquire, late Governor of this Colony, and 
in his absence, took and carried away from and out 
of said house, a chest, in which were and are deposited 
the Charter of the Colony, &c.," and delivered them 
to the committee appointed to receive them. 

Thus ended the political life of the Wanton family 
in Rhode Island, which had for a great number of 
years, from uncommon personal popularity and family 
influence, sustained so many important offices in the 
Colony. During the occupation of Newport by the 
1 British forces. Governor Wanton led a quiet and un- 
obtrusive life; and on their departure, remained un- 
molested upon its reoccupation by the Americans. 
He was a man of amiable disposition, elegant man- 
ners, handsome person and splendid appearance.*'* 
He enjoyed the esteem of all who knew him. He 
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dressed in the finest style of the times, with a large 
white wig, with three curls, one falling down his back, 
and one forward of each shoulder. He died at New- 
port, July 19, 1780, aged seventy-five, and was in- 
terred in the family vault in the Clifton burial place. 

Governor Joseph Wanton married Mary, daugh- 
ter of John Still Winthrop, of New London.*'* They 
left three sons and five daughters:*'^ 

(i) Joseph*'* was an Episcopal clergyman, at or 
near Liverpool, in England. 

(2) William, who was appointed colledorof the cus- 
toms, at St. John's, in Nova Scotia, and died there. 

(3) John, died young.. 

(4) Ann, bom March, 1734. In 1764 she was mar- 
ried to Winthrop Saltonstall, of New London, by 
Rev. Mr. Leaming.'^^ She died in 1784 and left five 
children: i. Gurdon.*'« 2. Winthrop.*'** 3. Rebecca.*" 
4* Mary Wanton; and 5. Ann. Mary Wanton Salton- 
stall was married November 19, 1789, to Thomas 
Coit, M.D., of New London, by Rev. Henry Chan- 
ning. Of their children, the Rev. Thomas W. Coit, 
D.D.,****isnowtheRe<5lorofTrinityChurch,atNew - 
Rochelle,New York, and the Rev. Gurdon S. Coit*'* 
is an Episcopal clergyman, settled at Bridgeport, Con- 
nedicut. To the Rev. Dr. Coit, the distinguished de- 
fender of the Church, and author o( Puriianism; or^ a 
Churchman's Defence againsi lis Aspersions^ by an Ap- 
peal to its own History ^ the author acknowledges his 
obligations for important information and assistance. 

(5) Mary,**^ married Captain John Coddington,*'* 
of Newport. 

(6) Elizabeth, married Thomas Wickham,*'* of 
Newport. 

*Dr. Coit in t letter states: **Through my grandfather the chair in 
vrkich Dean Berkeley used to sit ^ at Newport has descended to 
me, and is still in good preservation. It is the one in which he is be- 
liered to have composed his Minuu Phii9Sophir** [J cut 9/ this chair 
is pveu hi the Apfiudix^ 
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(7) Ruth/*' married William Brown^ colledor of 
the customs, at Newbury port, Massachusetts, who was 
afterwards appointed, by the British Government^ 
Governor ot Bermuda. 

(8) Catharine,^ married, first, a Mr. Stoddard, and 
afterwards a Mr. Destailleur, a surgeon in the British 
army. ^ . 
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Chapter XV 

A.D. 1765 to A.D. 1768 

• 

bishop Edward Bass^ D. D. Dr. Joshua Babcock^ 
of Westerly. Colonel Harry Babcock. Rev. Henry 
Caner^ D. D. ^ajor Benjamin Brenton. The Rev. 
y antes Greaton. The Rev. John Lyon. Governor 
George Brown. 

•^QEPTEMBER [1765] The Two Last Sun- 
O days in this month The Rev"* Mr. Bass of 
Newbury Preached In St. Paurs, Narraganset, 
for Mr. Fayerweather." 

'^Edward Bass, D.D., was the first Bishop of Mas- 
sachusetts. He was bom in Dorchester, in 1716, and 
graduated at Harvard in 1744. In 1752, at the re- 
quest of the Episcopal Parish at Newburyport,hewent 
to England,^ for orders and was ordained by Bishop 
Sherloclc^^ln 1796 he was eleded by the Convention 
of the Protestant Episcopal Churches of Massachusetts 
to the office of Bishop, and was consecrated May 7, 
1797, by the Bishops of Pennsylvania, New York and 
Maryland. Afterwards the Episcopal Church in Rhode 
Island eleded him their Bishop and, in 1803, a Con- 
vention of the Churches in New Hampshire put it- 
self under his jurisdidion." Dr. Alden Bradford,**' a 
Congregadonalist, in his Biographical Notices y says: 
**Dr. Bass*** was a good scholar and a man of great 
moral worth. In his deportment he exhibited much 
mildness and benevolence, as well as charity, for those 
of the Congregational order. He assumed no new 
authority and claimed no greater power after he was 
Bishop than before, and therefore was highly respeded 
in this higher office. His charader was that of an Apos- 
tolic Bishop, as described by St. Paul. He died Sep- 
tember 10, 1803." 
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"December [1765] Mr. Faycrwcathcr married 
at Do6lor Babcock's'** Captain Dudley Salton- 
stall*" To his Daughter Miss Frances Babcock, 
at Westerly." 

Dr. Levi Wheaton,*** of Providence, has kindly 
furnished the following memoir, as an affectionate tri- 
bute to the memory or his early friend, Dr. Babcock, 
and of his family: 

"You wish me to furnish you with my recolledions 
of Doftor Joshua Babcock of Westerly. It is true, as 
I once told you, I lived with him in 1779, in the two- 
fold capacity of medical student and preceptor to his 
grandchildren. Being, then, eighteen years of age only 
and never for a week absent from my paternal roof, 
it was an era in my life, at which my mind received 
many novel and strong impressions, but such as I little 
thought of being called upon to put on paper after the 
lapse of sixty-five years. Yet I am willing to contribute 
my mite to your laudable endeavours to rescue from 
oblivion the names and chara<5ters of those who have 
been conspicuous in the drama, which our little State 
has enaded in the successive stages of its history, re- 
gretting that the negligence of our predecessors has 
left you little more than thegleaningsof what had been 
a produdive field. For I believe no State in the Union, 
ot twice its size, has afforded more examples of the car- 
dinal virtues, originality of charader, strong minds, or 
mother wit; but alas ! * they had no poet, and are dead.' 

" Dr. Babcock, at the time of my intimacy with him, 
was about seventy-two years of age, apparently in good 
health, and of sound mind and memory. His ordmary 
family was small, consisting only of himself, his house- 
keeper, and two little grandchildren, of eight or ten 
years — one, the son of Adam}''^ and the other of his 
deceased son Luke Babcock,**^ — so that it fell to my 
lot to pass many hours with him alone. I found his 
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conversadon always amusing, and often kindly in- 
tended for my instruBion. But as I had been misre- 
presented to him by my college tutor, Mr. Howell,*** 
as one whose mind was 'pregnant, docile, and dudtile,' 
he most probably found his good intentions defeated 
in resped to the laiier. 

"The Dodor, with the advantages of a liberal edu- 
cation, had mixed much with the world; been in pub- 
lic life, and seen much of the best society. He was per- 
sonally well acquainted with most of the leading men 
of the day, f]X>m New London to Boston, and espe- 
cially at Newport; which, within his time, had rivalled 
New York in population and commercial importance. 
He abounded in anecdote and had a happy talent at 
telling a story. Seated in his 'old arm chair' he would 
be very interesting; had always something to narrate, 
illustrative of the charader and events, customs and 
manners of past and present times. I could easily fill 
a sheet or two of foolscap with anecdotes, which I then 
listened to with pleasure, but the charm of a story, you 
know^ depends very much upon the unities, adion, 
time,and place; besides some of the best of them might 
touch blood which still circulates in living veins. I re- 
colled one, however, which may not be liable to this 
objedion.Asyou have lately mentioned Parson Fayer- 
weather, as officiating at the marriage of the Dodor's 
daughter Frances, let it be of him by way of sample. 
This gentleman, it seems, was long the Episcopal 
clergyman at St. Paul's, Narragansett, and a preacher 
more facetious than evangelical. Having occasion, as 
he thought, to reprimand his parishioners for their 
negligence in attending Church,' You have a thousand 
frivolous excuses,' said he (naming several), 'but there 
is none more common with you than the plea of foul 
weather^ but come here and you will always find Fair- 
weather.* 

^One of the most striking features of Dodor Bab- 
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cock's charadter was his observance of method in every 
thing in his business, his style of living, amusements^ 
or devotions. He was an early riser and gave a morn- 
ing hour to his farm. His breakfast was bread and 
milk, with some apple-pie, or fruit of the season, while 
his housekeeper and I were taking a cup of excellent 
coffee with buttered toast. He would often rally us on 
our want of taste: * Better live as I do;' would he say; 
'out of this old silver porringer and with this spoon, I 
have taken my breakfast for forty years.* At dinner, 
and he kept an excellent table, he ate heartily, but al- 
ways of one dish, be it roast or boiled, fish or flesh; 
as he began, so he ended. He took cider as his com- 
mon beverage, and a temperate glass of good wine. At 
tea, of which he was very fond, ne drank exaftly three 
cups. At a regular supper table, the fashion of those 
days, whatever company he might entertain, after due 
attention to his guests, he confined himself invariably 
to his porringer of bread and milk. 

''At the close of theweek, his family were called into 
the sitting-room to hear a chapter read from the Bible^ 
and a prayer. Observing at some of these readings, 
what I thought a deviation from the common language 
of the Bible, I had the curiosity to look into the one 
he made use of, and found it Greek. To the surprise I 
discovered, he replied: 'I have always used it since I 
left college; if I had not, I should have forgotten the 
language/ Another proof of his methodical habits, and 
I might add, one deserving of imitation: The Doftor 
was a professed Christian, but I do not know that he 
was rigidly sectarian in his creed. I remember to have 
found for the first time, in his library. Dr. Samuel 
Clarke's work on the Trinity, which cost him a Bishop- 
ric, and Dr. James Foster's sermons, which lost him 
fellowship with orthodox Baptists, and that he ad- 
mired these sermons and often called on me to read 
one of them — ergo — but the word Uniiarian was not 
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then in* use. Waiving his reh*gion, therefore, suffice it 
to say, that his moral charader was irreproachable, and 
he was an honest man. 

'^The Dodor doubtless loved money,and had been 
successful in the pursuit of it ; he was rich, for that 
day, in real and personal estate. His minute attention 
to trifles was systematic with him — a penny saved was 
a penny got — young and ^audax juventa^ — I now 
and then ventured to joke him on what seemed to 
me to be a foible unworthy of him, but he was always 
ready with an answer to my impertinence, sometimes 
with the grave remark, that he considered himself 
doing the duty of an accountable steward only, for 
property committed to his charge; sometimes more 
pointedly — * Ah,Leevy* — as he would callme — *de- 
spise not the day of small things (says the wise son 
of Sirach), ^ for he that despiseth the day of small 
things shall perish by little and little.' Yet with this 
habitual attention to small savings, he could bear the 
accidental or irretrievable loss of property like a phi- 
losopher. He never cried for spilt milk, so that al- 
though he had a great deal of ^ the wisdom of this 
world,' to use one of his favourite expressions, he was 
not parsimonious as evinced by his public spirit, the 
generous style in which he lived and his liberal hos- 
pitality; his house was always open to those who had 
any claims upon his attention, especially to those who, 
in those trymg times, were zealous, or actively en- 
gaged, in the public cause. 

" Dodor Babcock was the friend and correspond- 
ent of Dr. Franklin (who was in the habit of stopping 
at his house on his yearly visits to Boston), and a 
patriot of his school. He had many anecdotes to re- 
late of Franklin, one, I recoiled, quite charaderistic 
of that veteran. Mrs. Babcock (who, by the way, was 
considered a very superior woman) asked the Dodor 
if he would have his bed warmed. 'No, madam, 



Chapter Fifteenth 51 

thank'ee, but if you will have a little cold water 
sprinkled on the sheets I have no objeftion/ In one 
of his letters written on the eve of his last departure 
for Europe, after expressing the effort it cost him to 
obey this call of his country, he added, 'I am no 
longer the man I once was, age has laid his cold hand 
upon me,' an expression, the force of which I under- 
stand now better than I did when I read it sixty-five 
years ago. 

^'Yes, the Dodtor was a zealous and enlightened 
patriot, and as liberally devoted his time and money 
to the cause, both in a public and private capacity, as 
a statesman or a citizen, as any ot his compatriots. I 
have been credibly informed, that at a dark period of 
the war, when a considerable sum of money in specie 
was wanted for the public service, he generously of- 
fered to advance it upon the credit of the State, abid- 
ing the issue — an ad which, in these more enlight- 
ened days, is accounted the best evidence a man can 
give of his liberal devotion to Church or State. 

"Dr. Babcock was in person not above the middle 
size, of a rather spare habit — light and adtive for a 
man of his years. He could mount a horse of sixteen 
hands high with the agility of a boy, and laughed at 
me for going to a horse-block to mount one of not 
more than fourteen. In his address and manners he 
was a gentleman of the old school; scrupulously po- 
lite; often quoted Chesterfield, who was then in his 
zenith; and perhaps laid too much stress upon trifling 
ceremonies — to eat cheese with bread and butter, or 
to drink more than three cups of tea, he would consider 
ill-bred. In which notion he differed as widely from 
his contemporary, Dr. Samuel Johnson, as did his 
opinion of Colonial rights from the Taxation no 3^- 
ranny of the latter. 

"When I came to him I found him surrounded by 
fifteen or sixteen grandchildren, fine boys and girls, 
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of whom their grandsire might justly be as proud as 
he was solicitous that they should receive the same 
excellent education which he had bestowed upon his 
own three sons and two daughters. Besides the two 
boys already mentioned, there were three or four 
children of his eldest son Harry *'* — about the same 
number of Mr. John Bours/*^ of Newport, who mar- 
ried his elder daughter — and of Commodore Salton- 
stall/" who married his younger. These had found a 
welcome retreat here from the war; Newport being 
then in the hands of the British, and New London 
an exposed situation, as events soon afterwards proved. 
They were all, for their several ages, well advanced 
in their pupilage, none of them ABC Darians. Peter, 
the eldest son of Mr. Bours, was a fine little fellow, 
who at the age often years read Horace with facility — 
a promising genius, but with the sad and too frequent 
issue of such promise ; in less than three years I re- 
ceived a letter from his father informing me of his 
death. Of the htc of the residue of this interesting 
little flock I am but imperfedly informed. I fear I 
have survived most of them. 

'' Mrs. Saltonstall was an elegant and accomplished 
woman. There was, I remember, a well-painted por- 
trait, a good likeness of her, hanging in her father's 
south parlour chamber, which I trust has been pre- 
served by some of her family. Her husband. Commo- 
dore Dudley Saltonstall, you will recoiled as a mat- 
ter of history, was naval commander in the Penobscot 
expedition which proved so disastrous this year. On 
his return to Boston, he was severely censured, as the 
unfortunate generally are. His fault, if any, was a 
want of sufficient promptitude in adion. He was a 
man of sober thought and good sense, and not defi- 
cient in personal courage, as was proved both before 
and after this disaster; but his courage was not of the 
Nelson-dashing, hell-daring charader which the emer- 
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gency demanded. I was at his house when he returned 
— lately the commander of thousands, now the solitary 
traveller on horseback, crestfallen. I of course did not 
stay to witness the moving scene which must have fol- 
lowed in such a family, at such a time. 

"The Dodlor's youngest son, Luke,'*** was an Epis- 
copal clergyman at Philipse Manor on the Hudson, 
where he died, leaving a wife and several children. 
Hawkins, in his Historical Noiices of the Missions of the 
Church of England^ says, * Another vidim to ill-treat- 
ment already mentioned, was the Rev. Luke Babcock, 
Missionary at Philipsburg. He was seized by the in- 
surgents, his papers were examined, and because he 
answered affirmatively to the question whether he con- 
sidered himself bound by his oath of allegiance to the 
King, he was deemed an enemy to the liberties of 
America, and ordered to be kept in custody. After four 
months' confinement his health gave way, and he was 
then dismissed with a written order to remove within 
the lines of the King's army. "He got home," says Mr. 
Seabury, "with difficulty, in a raging fever and deliri- 
ous, and there died, extremely regretted. Indeed, I 
knew not a more excellent man, and I fear his loss, 
especially in that mission, will scarcely be made up.** * 

" One of Dr. Babcock's daughters became the wife 
of Gilbert Saltonstall,*'* merchant in New York, a 
most worthy and respedable man, with whom I was 
well acquainted. Dr. Babcock's excellent wife died 
there whilst on a visit. His second son, -^dam, was 
long a distinguished merchant in Boston, where he 
died not many years since. His eldest son, Colonel 
Harry Babcock,'^* was a brilliant and extraordinary 
man — formed by nature and education to be the flow- 
er of his family, and an ornament to the country which 
gave him birth. His biography — written by one who 
had the requisite documents, talents, and leisure — 
would form a curious, interesting, and instruftivc 
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work. But I have already extended my notes and re- 
miniscences to an unreasonable length, and must re- 
turn to take leave of his father. 

'^Dodor Babcock and his contemporary , the ven- 
erable Samuel Ward,^' were long the two luminaries 
of thdr town; but their affedion for each other, it ap- 
peared, was not quite as mutual as that of the twins 
of Lida. There was one point of resemblance, how- 
ever, between them and these elder luminaries — they 
agreed never to be above the horizon at the same time. 
In short, in local politics they were rivals. But Gov- 
ernor Ward had died at Philadelphia in 1776, whilst 
in attendance there as one of our firstmembers of Con- 
gress, since which the Dodor was 

^Liki thi last r»i §f summer^ lifi blooming alom.^ 

A town meeting could not be organized until he ar- 
rived to take his seat as Moderator. 

^Such was the consideration in which he was held 
when I knew him. Judge of my feelings and reflec- 
tions when, after the lapse of a little more than a half 
a century, upon a visit to Westerly, a few years since, 
I found the places which knew him, did indeed know 
him no more — that not one of his numerous de- 
scendants was living in the town — that I could scarcely 
meet a person, who had even a traditional knowledge 
that such a man ever existed, and but one who could 
tell me where he was buried. Three miles below the 
village, in a lonely and, I fear, unfrequented spot, I 
with some difficulty found his grave. The inscnption 
on the slab which covered his ashes was so injured by 
time or the weather as to be hardly legible, but, by 
prostrating myself on it (which I did most devoutly), 
I was able to decipher that he died in the spring of 
the year 1783 — living long enough, I trust, to en- 
joy the consummation of his public wishes, in the ac- 
Knowledgement of freedom and independence to his 
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country, and to address his Maker in the consecrated 
words, ^Now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace* " 

Mr. B. Reynolds has transmitted the following in- 
scription from the slab covering the grave of Dr. 
Babcock : 

THIS STONB 

COVERS THE MORTAL PART 
OP 
TMS HOM. JOSHUA BABCOCK, Itq, 
OP WESTERLY, 
WHO DIED APRIL I, ITts, .PL- 

ACED 75 YEARS. 
HIS ABILITY AND INTEGRTTY 
AS A STATESMAN, 
IN THE DISCHARGE OP SEVERAL 
IMPORTANT OFnCES OP TRUST, 
THE PUBLIC RECORDS 
OF HIS COUNTRY 
TESTIFY, 
AB DO ALL WHO KNEW HIM, 

THAT AS A PHYSICIAN, 

HE WAS EMINENT 

IN HIS PROFESSION | 

AS A CHRISTIAN 

EXEMPLARY} 

AS A GENTLEMAN, 

POLITE AND ENGAGING \ 

AS A HUSBAND AND FATHER. 

A MASTER AND FRIEND, 

WORTHY OF IMITATION. 

The late Major Paul Babcock, the son of the late 
Colonel Harry Babcock, has furnished the following 
memoir, which is cheerfully inserted : 

"Doftor Joshua Babcock was born in Westerly, 
May 17, 1707. He was graduated at Yale College, 
and soon after commenced the study of physic and 
surgery in Boston, and afterwards went to England 
to complete his education. He settled in his native 
town, where he soon obtained an extensive praftice. 
He soon after opened one of the most extensive re- 
tail country stores between New York and Boston. 
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reputation. About the age of twenty-five. Colonel 
Babcock spent a year in England, chiefly in London, 
where he was treated with as great resped by the no- 
bility and gentry as any other American of his time. 
Soon after iiis return, he married and settled in Ston- 
ington, Connedicut, and began the practice of the law. 
When the Revolution commenced, he was a staunch 
whig; and in 1776 he was appointed by the Legisla- 
ture commander of the forces at Newport. While com- 
mander at this time, he had but one opportunity to dis- 
play his courage. On the open beach, with an eighteen 
pounder, he drove off the British man-of-war Rose 
by his own firing. He had praftised as an engineer at 
Woolwich when in England. He was so severely af- 
fefted by a fit of sickness ^* in the winter following, 
that he never entirely recovered. Colonel Babcock 
was a man of fine person, accomplished manners,com- 
manding voice and an eloquent speaker." The late 
H onourable Elisha R. Potter^^ said that he h eard Colo- 
nel Babcock in an address before the Legislature on an 
application for liberty to raise a regiment in behalf of 
this State to assistthe King of France at the commence- 
ment of the Revolution,as that monarch had been the 
friend of America, when he drew tears from the eyes 
of themembers,and that he never heard a more power- 
ful or eloquent appeal ; but the application failed. 

Major Paul Babcock who furnished the above, a 
son of Colonel Harry, was in middle life a man of 
fine form, great personal comeliness, and of accom- 
plished manner. He died a few years since. Mrs. Wil- 
liam Palmer, of New York,**' a daughter of Major 
Paul, and a granddaughter of Colonel Harry, spent 
the warm season at the village of Stonington, a few 
years since. She was a handsome and accomplished 
lady and impressed you, as she moved, that the blood 
of a distinguished ancestry ran in her veins. 

The family mansion, though dilapidated, is still 
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standing [i 845] on the old country road one mile 
east of rawcatuck village, in Westerly. It is situated 
on high landy overlooks the village and Pawcatuck 
River and commands an extensive prospedt. The tall 
box standing on each side of the path leading to the 
house — the massy gate — the once expensive fences 
and enclosures, now m ruins — and other evidences of 
departed grandeur — impress the beholder that this 
was one of the plantations of the old aristocracy of 
Narragansett. 

There werejn the Babcock Bimily, portraits of most 
of its members. The following letter of June a6, 1 846, 
from Giles Babcock, a great-grandson of Dr. Joshua 
Babcock, gives a history of some of them: ^^The por- 
trait of Colonel Harry (now in the family of Mr. Giles 
Ward, where my mother, the widow of Major Paul 
Babcock, recently deceased), is full length, or rather 
three-fourths, say to the knees — is taken in a court 
dress, with small sword, holding his chapeau in one 
hand. He must have been about twenty years of age; 
and was, I believe,at the time, a captain in the army. It 
was painted either in Boston or London, most pro- 
bably the latter. It bears the artist's mark — 1756, by 
J. Blackburn. It is a very handsome and striking pic- 
ture — even now the colouring is scarcely faded. It 
was always considered a good likeness. There is also 
a bust portrait of him, taken in after life; also one of 
the Rev. Luke Babcock ;'** but these were given away 
by my father some years before his death. 

"Of the other members of the Dodlor Babcock fa- 
mily I know but little; my father's memory was always 
stored with anecdotes and reminiscences of his family 
and, for a long period, there were in our family letters 
and papers otmy grandfather and great-grandfather, 
from which, if we had them now, there might be much 
interesting matter culled, but they have become scat- 
tered and lost, and with my father have died many 
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fzAs and particulars of his family that his children^ I 
regret to say, have no records of." 

"April ist, [1766] Major Benjamin Brenton 
Died, and Three Days after (which was the 4th 
of April,) he was Buried on his own Farm. The 
Burial Service was Performed By the Rev. Mr. 
Fayerweather, at the Major's Desire, Who in ' 
his Sickness was Visited by Mr. Fayerweather 
and Prayed With/' 

Major Brenton*^' was a great-grandson of Governor 
Bretlton. Governor Brenton was a large landed pro- 
prietor in the Colony. Jahleel, the eldest son ot the 
Governor, inherited most of his father's estate, and 
also owned a large estate in Narragansett. He was the 
first colledtor ot Boston; afterwards the Colony of 
Rhode Island appointed him her agent in England, 
and continued the appointment several years. He was 
then appointed, by the King, Surveyor-General of the 
customs for the Colonies. He died at Newport, in 
1732, without issue. 

"June 4*'' [1766] Mr. Fayerweather attended the 
Convention of the Episcopal Clergy and the 
Rev'*Do6torCaner*^ Preached in Kings Chappel 
Boston from these words * Follow me.' Sunday 
after Mr. F. Preached for the Dodtor and Bap- 
tized a Child in Kings Chappel which was Re- 
gistered in their Church Book." 

"Nov. 2, 1766. Mr. Fayerweather preached 
in Christ Church, Cambridge, and the two Sun- 
days succeeding, and the third at Christ Church, 
Boston, for the Rev. Mr. Greaton."^^* 

"June, 1 767. The two last Sundays succeeding 
in this month, the Rev. Mr. Lyons*** and Mr, 
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Fayerweather exchanged; he preached in St. 
Paul's, and Mr. F. in the Church of Taunton, 
in the Province of Massachusetts/' 

The Rev. Mr. N. T. Bent,^^ Reftor of St. Thomas's 
Church, Taunton, in a historical discourse delivered 
on Easter Day, 1844, says: ''The first resident min- 
ister here appears to have been the Rev. John Lyon, 
who at the outset holds this claim upon our gratitude, 
that he left a ^r and apparently a complete record of 
his official ads. Others must answer for its mutilation. 
We are also indebted to some other hand for an earlier 
record, of bapdsms especially, of which twenty-on6 are 
recorded from November 30, 17 55, to April 14, 1764. 
Mr. Lyon's first baptism was on February 6, 1765, 
from about which time — perhaps a few months earlier 
— his ministry here commenced. In April of that 
year, we find the parish agreeing with Mr. Lyon as 
their minister, for a salary of twenty founds annually, 
as long as he should continue with them ; this proba- 
bly in addition to the use of the glebe and a stipend 
from the Society in England. And, what may be men- 
tioned to their praise, we find the statement of the 
wardens, that in March, 1766, before the expiration of 
his first year, they had settled with Mr. Lyon, and 
paid him his salary, *to his good acceptance* — an ex- 
ample of promptness, we venture to say, which few 
parishes in New England have more uniformly imi- 
tated than this. 

"The number of communicants in the church in 
1764 was twelve. Twenty were added in 1765. This 
made the number thirty-two. In the same year, there 
wcTttwenty-sevenhz^tisms of children and adults. Tra- 
dition speaks of Mr. Lyon as a most estimable man 
and exemplary minister of Christ. He seems to have 
been watchful over the lambs of his flock. The num- 
ber of children under catechetical instrudion in 1765 
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was sixteen. Confirmations in the absence of a bishop 
could not be administered. It appears, also, that Mr. 
Lyon was not regardless of the interests of the com- 
munity in the matter of sobriety and good morals. We 
sometimes accuse the ministry of that period of in- 
difference to existing vices. Mr. Lyon, it appears from 
the record, distributed at one time twenty copies of a 
book or trad entitled, Admoniiion to the Drinkers of 
Spirituous Liquors — one evidence, at least, of a min- 
ister's labouring to make men temperate, and that too 
in his own appointed sphere, eighty years ago. Who 
shall say that such labours were in vain, however much 
they left to be done by those who shall come after? 
The loss of records forbids me to say how long Mr. 
Lyon's ministry continued. He left some time before 
the Revolution, it is believed, and went to Virginia, 
where he died." 

"April the 2^ [1768] Immediately after Di- 
vine Service Mr. Faycrweathcr Proceeded for 
home, and went With all Speed from thence To 
Point Judith and married George Browne,*^ to 
Miss Hannah Robinson, at her father William 
Robinson V^ in Presence of Many." 

George Brown was a son of Robert and grandson 
of William Brown. The family emigrated from Glas- 
gow, in Scotland, and settied in South Kingstown. His 
uncle, Thomas Brown, devised him a large estate, in 
addition to the estate inherited from his father. Wil- 
liam Brown, his grandfather, married a sister of Gov- 
ernor Robinson. Governor Brown's wife was a daugh- 
ter of William Robinson and granddaughter of Gov- 
ernor Robinson. Mr. Brown and his wife were first and 
second cousins. Governor Brown was, for many years, 
a representative in the General Assembly; in 1796 he 
was elefted by the Legislature second Justice on the 
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bench of the Supreme Court of the State, and held the 
office until 1 799, when he was eleded by the people 
Lieutenant-Governor of the State, over Lieutenant- 
Governor Samuel J. Potter,^'"" after a severe and close 
canvass. This vote drew the lines in this State between 
thetwo great political parties of thecountry — the Fed- 
eralists under Mn Adams, and the Democrats under 
Mr. Jefferson, Governor Potter, the Republican — now 
styled Democratic — candidate, succeeded over Gov- 
ernor Brown in 1 800; and, in 1 801, this State became 
Republican, and continued so until the war of 1 8 1 2. 
Governor Brown was a courteous and amiable gen- 
tleman, an exemplary communicant of the Episcopal 
Church, and a liberad contributor to its support He 
sustained an irreproachable charader through life, and 
died January ao, 1836, in the ninety-first year of his 

ge, and was* buried in the church-yard at Tower Hill, 
e left nine children. 
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A.D. 1 769-1 770 

T^he Tweedy Family. The Hazard Family. John 
Gardiner^ of Boston Neck. John Case^ of Tower HilL 
" George Rome^ Esj.^ a Gentleman of Estate.** 

" TULY 28''' [1769] On Friday Evening Mr. 
O Fayerwcather Married his Brother In Law 
George Hazard Esq To Miss Jane Tweedy**' at 
the Parsonage house Narragansett After 3 Dis- 
tindt Publications In the Church of Newport." 

The Hazards are a numerous family — the most so 
in Narragansett, if not in the State. Watson, in the 
Historic Tales of Olden Time, says, " Mrs. Maria Haz- 
ard,^^' of South Kingstown, Rhode Island, and mo- 
ther of the Governor, died in 1739, at the age of one 
hundred years and could count up five hundred chil- 
dren, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and great- 
great-grandchildren— two hundred and five ofthem 
being then alive. A granddaughter of hers had already 
been a grandmother fifteen years! Probably this in- 
stance of Rhode Island fruitfulness may match against 
the world." 

They have descended from Thomas Hazard,*" who 
emigrated from Wales about the year 1639, to the 
Jerseys, and from thence to Rhode Island, and settled 
in Portsmouth in 1640. His son, Robert,**^ at that time 
about four years old, came with him. Robert was the 
only son that came over with him, as far as can be as- 
certained. The eldest son of Robert was Thomas Haz- 
ard,^^whodied in 1746, aged eighty-six. His sons were: 
Robert, Thomas, Stephen, Jeremiah, George, Ben- 
jamin, and Jonathan. From these sons, a numerous is- 
sue has descended, em bracing many distinguished men. 
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eral years, and was Speaker of the House. In 1818, he 
was eleded Representative to Congress. He died at 
Washington in 1820, and was interred in the Con- 
gressional burying-ground. 

Thomas Hazard ("College Tom")*'* was a descen- 
dant of the first settler in the fifth degree. He entered 
college, but, having been early indoftnnated in the faith 
of the Quakers, he became conscientious respefting 
collegiate honours, and left the institution before the 
regular period of conferring degrees. He married Eliz- 
abeth, a daughter of Governor Robinson,"' and set- 
tled on his farm in his native town of South Kings- 
town, near Tower Hill, where John Nichols now re- 
sides. Mr. Hazard was comely in person, lai^e in sta- 
ture, six feet, and of great physical strength.*^ He was 
a preacher of the Society of Friends for torty years be- 
fore his death, and tradition speaks of him as a strong, 
forcible, and argumentative speaker. He was deserv- 
edly popular in his denomination, and was the first 
in his Society that advocated the abolition of n^ro 
slavery, and travelled much as a public Friend, preach- 
ing the dodrine of emancipation among his brethren. 
The following is transcribed from a communication 
made to me by Mr. Isaac P. Hazard,^^^ his grandson : 

" You requested me to state what I knew respefting 
the very adive part which my grandfather was the first 
to take in the abolition of negro slavery in this State, 
and I will endeavour to give it to you as I have heard it 
from my fatherand others. About the time of my grand- 
father's marriage (he having chosen agriculture for his 
profession in preference to the law, tor which his fa- 
ther had designed him), it was the intention of his 
father to establish him on a farm befitting what he 
considered his station in life — a large trad of good 
land, well stocked with cattle, and with negroes enough 
to cultivate it. With this view he gave him an introduc- 
tion by letter to an old acquaintance of his, in North 
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Stomngton,Connc^cut, ^^^S^hy deacon of the Pres- 
byterian or Bapust Churcn,^ l forgtt which, whom he 
was accustomed to cmpwY ^^ purchasing stock, and 
in whom he placed great <^Onfidence, requesting his 
aid in sele&ng and purchasing for his son. My grand- 
fiither arrived at the village, near where his stock pur- 
chasing was to begin, on Saturday afternoon, and, not 
wishing to interfere with the very strid rules then ob- 
served in that State in regard to the Sabbath, had in- 
tended to remain at thepubh'c inn until Monday morn- 
ing, and then present his letters and proceed to busi- 
ness. But the old Deacon chanced to visit the village 
that afternoon, and, finding the son of his friend there, 
insisted on his returning home and spending the Sab- 
bath with him, — a plan which was complied with. 
Among the topics of conversation during the evening 
was that of religion, of which, at that period, Connedi- 
cut gave Rhode Island credit for possessing a very 
small share, and that not very orthodox. 

"Indiscussing the meritsof various seds,mygrand- 
&ther mentioned Quakers, who were among the set- 
tlers of this country, — numbers, like his family, though 
not belonging striftly to that Society, yet attending 
their meetings, when attending any, — and he being 
about to marry one of that sed, which (as was the case), 
if married in the meeting according to the form of the 
Society, would give him the right of membership, he 
doubtless considered himself as identified with them. 
In reply to his mentioning Quakerism, the old Deacon 
observed :* Quakers ! they are not a Christian people!' 
As my grandfather was just from Yale College and, be- 
ing remarkable for the strength of his argumentative 
powers, had paid some attention to Divinity, he be- 
lieved he could answer all the objedions which their 
persecutors urged against them in Europe, in a man- 
ner that would fully confute his antagonist, and satisfy 
him of the error of his views. He asked him to state 



Chapter Sixteenth 67 

his objeftions, expefting they would be those hereto- 
fore used by the various controversial writers of that 
age of religious controversy, and with which he was 
familiar. But to his surprise he answered: 'They hold 
their fellow-men in slavery/ At this time the Quakers, 
although holding many testimonies against the errors 
of the age, differing from and in advanceof most Chris- 
tian denominations, many and most of which have 
since been adopted, seem seldom to have turned their 
attention to the subjed of slavery, and were among 
the greatest slave-holders of the country. 

''My grandfather's mind had once (it not oftener) 
been turned to the subjed, when direded by his father 
to oversee some slaves at their labour on a very hot day. 
He took a book and sat under the shade of a tree, but, 
from the extreme heat, he could not even in that situa- 
tion keep comfortably cool. This led him, while the 
labourers were toiling in the heat, to contrast slavery 
with freedom, and probably prepared his mind to em- 
brace the old Deacon's views. Looking therefore at 
this unexpeded position of the argument, he consid- 
ered his ground untenable; gave up the defence of his 
Society, and changed the subjeft of^ conversation, soon 
from his own reneftions becoming thoroughly con- 
vinced of the error of holding slaves,-r-a view which 
he communicated to his father after his return, signi- 
fying to him his intention of cultivating his farm by 
free labour. His father at that time being the largest 
farmer, and one of the largest slave-holders, in New 
England, and considering that his son's view, ifper- 
sisted in, would greatly injure, if not ruin himselfand 
neighbours, endeavoured to dissuade him from it, but 
finding him determined, threatened to disinherit him, 
if he persisted. The subjed occasioned a coolness be- 
tween them for some time. The son persevered, how- 
ever, in what he believed to be his duty, expefting 
from the firm and unchangeable charafter of his father 
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and family to be disinherited. He began cultivating 
his farm with free labour, and laboured himself in the 
cause of negro emancipation. 

'^ His first objed was to get the religious Society of 
Friends, or Quakers, of which he became an adive, 
zealous, and efficient member, to embody, in their dis* 
dpline, a clause prohibiting its members from holding, 
or dealing in, slaves. Although the Society had already, 
sometime previously, abolished among its members 
the pradice of branding their slaves with a hot iron to 
distinguish them, having, after several years* discus- 
sion, pronounced it cruel and unchristianlike (which I 
allude to as showing the state of the human mind then 
existing on thesubjed),it was not without much labour 
that they were induced to make it a part of their disci- 
pline, that the members should neither hold nor deal 
in slaves. He visited various parts of New England 
and New York,in promulgating his views on that sub- 
jed, and was finally successful. At about the same 
time, John Woolman,**^ of MountHoUy, New Jersey, 
whose life and charaderwere noble examples of Chris- 
tian benevolence and purity, was engaged in the same 
enterprise in the Middle States,and visited this neigh- 
bourhood, a mutual friendship existing between them 
during their lives. The late venerable Moses Brown ^^ 
was one of the most aftive, zealous, and efficient assist- 
ants, not only among the Society of Friends, but in 
aiding him to procure the passage of a law by the Legis- 
lature, terminating the existence of slavery in Rhode 
Island. Mr. Hazard lived to see this accomplished, as 
well as a reconciliation to his father, who showed the { 
convincement of his son's views, by leaving in his will j 
(previously to the law before alluded to), all his slaves i 
free at his death, and his property to his four chil- | 
dren, without the distindion he had threatened. ! 

*^ I have dwelt particularly on this abolition subjed, 
not only because you requested it, as the first adive 
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abolition movement in New England, but as an im- 
portant era in our history, and the commencement, or 
cause, of an entire change of the state of society in this 
country. Up to this period, and sometime after it, Nar- 
ragansett was a seat of hospitality and refinement; 
her large landed proprietors living in ease and luxury, 
visited by the ilite from all parts of the then Britbh 
American Colonies, and by distinguished strangers of 
Europe. 

^^It also puts in a proper light a trait of my grand- 
father's character, which he was supposed generally 
to possess, — that of never changing his opinions, or 
first views on any subjed. An old Friend and neigh- 
bour of the family (the late Andrew Nichols), who had 
known him all his life and who died but a few years 
since, one day observed to me: ^ It is fortunate for so- 
ciety, that your grandfather always saw correftly at first 
view, for I believe he was never known to change his 
opinion on any subjed, and such was the power of 
his reasoning faculties, that, had he taken the wrong 
side, he could probably have made it appear the right, 
and, if he could not have convinced others, he could 
have so forcibly answered their arguments, as to have 
silenced them. I never knew, or heard, in my life, (he 
continued) of his giving anything up and he always 
appeared to have seen the right of the case at first/ 
Mr. Nichols was too young to have known him be- 
fore he commenced his abolition dodrines,or he would 
have known that he changed his views once at least. I 
have understood that he was never severe in his de- 
nunciation of slave-holding — being a participator in 
the fruits of slave-holding himself until convinced of 
his error — and that he laboured to convince others 
with mildness and sound argument, in which he was 
eminently successful, having the satisfadion of seeing 
his views established throughout New England and 
most of the Middle States before his death. 
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''In oonne^on with this important subjed); of abo- 
lition, there is another individual whose name is now 
scarcely known and recolleded by any out of our fa- 
mily^butonewhommygrandfatherand some of hisde- 
scendants have been accustomed to place highest on 
the Ibt of disinterested (if that term will here apply) 
philanthropists in that cause. This was Jeremiah Aus- 
tin,^' who, a little before the subjed was discussed, as 
before stated, found himself, after the death of his fa- 
ther, the owner of a single slave, his sole inheritance, 
whom, from a belief that it was unjust to hold slaves, 
he freed, having to work himself as a daily labourer. 
Probably from a similarity of views, Mn Austin was 
afterwards engaged by my grandfather as overseer, or 
manager of his farm. 

''In person, my grandfather was large, fully six feet 
high,wdghingabout two hundred and fifty pounds, and 
of^great strength, both of body and mind. The late 
William T. Robinson,*** of New York, once told me 
that his whole appearance and deportment came the 
nearest to the standard of a truly noble man, according 
to his conception, of any person he had ever met 
with. Your brother, Daniel Updike,*'*' of East Green- 
wich, once, in speaking of the degeneracy of the old 
Narragansett race, observed that, although our fa- 
mily had kept up the standard as well as any, yet we 
were as far below that of our ancestors both in body 
and mind, as those who had depreciated most were 
below us. He was fond of society, and very hospita- 
ble,and generally had more or less guests staying at his 
house through the summer." 

He died at South Kingstown, August 26, 1798, 
aged about seventy -eight. The present Isaac P.,"* 
Thomas R.,*** Rowland G.,*** and Joseph P. Haz- 
ard,*** sons of the late Rowland Hazard,"* are his 
grandchildren. 

Thomas Hazard ("Virginia Tom"**^) was a descen- 
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dant, in the fifth degree, from the common ancestor. 
He was a merchant in Newport for many years, and ac- 
quired a large estate. His first wife was a Bowdoin,****. 
of a branch of the Boston family ; his second wife was. 
Eunice Rhodes,*" of Pawtuxet, Rhode Island. In the 
Revolution, Mr. Hazard adhered to the cause of the 
Crown, and fled to the enemy, his estates being seized 
and subsequently confiscated. The great destitution to 
which his family was reduced by this unfortunate elec- 
tion is very expressively described in a petition to the . 
General Assembly, in 178a. 

<< Mrs. Eunice Hazard, of Cranston, represents that , 
she is the wife of Thomas Hazard, late of Narragan- '^ 
sett, now a refugee in New York ; that the said Thomas 
Hazard left her three years ago in a condition almost 
helpless, with seven young children, one of them at 
the breast, and the rest unable to subsist themselves; 
and that, from that time to this, she has encountered 
many difficulties in bringing up and supporting the 
said children; and she hath at length exhausted all 
the resources in her power, and expended not only 
what remained in her hands of her said husband's et- 
fefts, but also nearly the whole of what came to her 
particular use from the estate of her late honoured 
father; and thereupon prayed this Assembly to take 
her unhappy case in consideration, and extend to her 
and her children such grace and favour as may seem 
meet; and in particular to grant her the house and 
lot of land lying in Newport which was her husband's 
late estate." In consequence of this plaintive repre- 
sentation, the General Assembly humanely direded 
the rents of said property to be paid to her.^ 

After the war, Mr. Hazard returned to this State, 
and the General Assembly, through the influence of 
his brother, Jonathan J. Hazard,^'** a leading whig, 
were inclined to restore his estates if a satisfactory 
submission should be made. This he indignantly 
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fused^and the confiscadon was consummated. In 1 785, 
Mr. Hazard repaired to England, and the British 
Government, for his loyalty, sacrifices, and sufferings, 
besides other remuneration, granted him a large traft 
of land at St John^s.^' In 1786, he embarked for his 
new residence, with his wife and all his children, ex- 
cept those who had previously married and settled in 
Rnode Island. In a letter to his daughter, Mrs. Walter 
Watson,*^.of South Kingstown, he says: " I have got 
five thousand acres of land from Government, and am 
to settle it in one year, or give up that which will not be 
settled on. I have for you, if your husband will'come 
and settle on it, five hundred acres of good land that 
lies on a harbour, where you can eaten plenty of all 
kinds of fish, and there are good timber and hay on it. 
If you do not come or sena and settle on it this sum- 
mer, you cannot have it in the same place.*' 

Mr. Hazard died at St. John's, in April, 1 804, at 
an advanced ^m. Mr. Elisha Watson ^' married Ann 
Cole,*'* and Mr. Wilkins Updike married Abby Wat- 
son,*'*- •'••two of his granddaughters. 

Jonathan J. Hazard was a descendant, in the fifth 
d^ree, from Thomas,*" the first settler. He took an 
early and decided stand in favour of liberty in the 
Revolutionary struggle. In 1776, he appeared in the 
General Assembly as a representative from Charles- 
town, was eleded paymaster of the Continental Bat- | 
talion in 1777, and joined the army in New Jersey. 
In 1778 he was reelefted a member of the General 
Assembly,and constituted one of the Council of War. 
He continued a member of the House most of the 
time during the Revolution. In 1787, he was eleded 
by the people a delegate to the Confederated Con- 
gress. In 1788, he was reeleded,and attended the old 
Conmss as a delegate from this State. 

Mr. Hazard was a politician of great tad and talent. 
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and one of the most efficient leaders of the Paper 
Money party, in 1786, and their ablest debater in the 
General Assembly. He beat down the opposition 
raised by the Hard Money or mercantile party. He 
feelingly depicted the lowering distress ot the times 
produced by the avaricious course of the mercantile 
party. He represented that, prompted by exorbitant 
profits, they had shipped to England, our late enemy^ 
all the remaining specie that could be obtained, to sup- 
ply the country with fabrics which the war had ex-- 
hausted; that the patriotism of the mercantile party 
was swallowed up by the lust of profit, that the in- 
terest of money by these selfish and avaricious spec- 
ulations had risen to twenty per cent, per annum, and, 
in some cases, to four per cent, per month ; and that the 
paper money emission was the only measure of state 
policy to prevent civil commotion. He argued, like- 
wise,in favour of the safety of the emission ; that it was 
guaranteed by land security ; that it was to be loaned 
on bondandmortgage of twice the value of the amount 
borrowed, to be estimated by a committee under oath ; 
that it was an emission widely different from that of 
the states, being founded on real estate; that, as long 
as the real estate remained, the money must retain its 
value, no bank being more secure; that the public were 
alarmed without reason ; and that the opposition were 
governed by avarice and prejudice. 

Mr. Hazard was the leader of the same party un- 
der the name of the Anti- Federalists, and a fiery op- 
ponent of the adoption of the Federal Constitution. 
As a delegate to the Convention assembled at South 
Kingstown, in March, 1790, to take into considera- 
tion the adoption of that instrument, he successfully 
resisted the measure, and, upon an informal vote, it 
was^ ascertained that there was a majority of seventeen 
against its adoption. Upon this event, the popular 
party chaired Mr. Hazard, their leader. The fnends 
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of the *G>nstitution9 however, obtained an adjourn- 
ment to meet at Newport in the May following. In 
the meantime, all the influence and wealth of the 
State were brought to bear upon the members of the 
Convention, and whether Mr. Hazard was adually 
influenced by other means than convidion cannot be 
ascertauned, but his opposition became neutralized, 
and the Constitution was adopted by a bare majority 
of one *" (some say two), but the original paper upon 
which the yeas and nays were minuted gives the ma- 
jority of only one. The defection of Mr. Hazard, upon 
a question of this magnitude, and in relation to which 
his party confided in his integrity, shook the confi- 
dence ot the public and his party, and he fell in popu- 
lar esdnution, and never regained his former elevated 
position. He was subsequently a representative in the 
General Assembly, but his influence was so greatly 
impaired by this defedion in the Convention, that he 
never could reestablish himself in the good opinion 
of his party or the people. 

Mr. Hazard was well-formed, sturdy in body and 
mind, with a fine phrenological development of head. 
He was a natural orator, with a ready command of 
language, subtle and ingenious in debate. He suc- 
cessfully contended against Marchant,*^^ Bradford,**' 
and Welcome Arnold,*'* the debaters of the House at 
that period. He was, for a long time, the idol of the 
country interest, manager of the State, leader of the 
Legislature, in faft, the political diAator in Rhode Is- 
land; but his course in the Constitutional Convention 
was the cause of his political ruin. It was a Wolsey's 
fall, to rise no more.*'' The late Honourable Elisha R. 
Potter,*'* and the late Honourable Benjamin Haz- 
ard,*" who knew Mr. Hazard in the zenith of his 
political influence, always spoke of him as a man of 
great natural power and s^city. He removed to New 
Xork in the latter part of his life, purchased a valu- 
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able estate, and settled his children there. He occa- 
sionally visited Rhode Island and died at an advanced 
age. 

Jeffrey Hazard,'" of Exeter, was a descendant from 
Thomas, the common ancestor, in the sixth degree. 
He was for many years representative in the General 
Assembly, Chief Justice of the Court of Common 
Pleas, Judge of the Supreme Court and Lieutenant- 
Governor of the State. Three of the Hazard family ••• 
have been Lieutenant-Governors of Rhode Island. 
The late Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry*^ was a 
descendant of Thomas Hazard, the first settler, in the 
seventh degree. Christopher Raymond, fzthtT of the 
Commodore, was a son of Judge Freeman Perry, who 
married Mercy, a daughter oT Oliver Hazard,"* of 
South Kingstown. The Commodore was named after 
his maternal great-grandfather, Oliver Hazard. 

" [July] y"^ [1770] On Saturday Died John Gar- 
diner Esq of Boston Neck, And on Sunday 8* 
the Next Day Was Decently Buried In the 
Churchyard of St Pauls, On Which Occasion 
The Corps Was Carried Into St Pauls Church 
And a Funeral Sermon Preached There By Mr F 
The Re6lor To a Full and Serious Congrega- 
tion/' 

Mr. John Gardiner"' was a son of William Gar- 
diner,'^'''**' a descendant of the first settler,of the name, 
in Narragansett, was a brother of Dr. Sylvester Gar- 
diner,"' of Boston, and a brother-in-law of Dr. Mac- 
Sparran. He died on the homestead farm*'** of his an- 
cestors. His first wife was Mary Hill,**** who left three 
children : Anstis,***^ wife of Rowland Robinson,'^ fa- 
ther of "the unfortunate Hannah Robinson ;"»^Tho- 
mas ; "*^ and Amos,"**' the father of several children, Mrs. 
Daly, of Providence, being one of his granddaughters. 



76 The Narragansett Church 

John Gardiner's second wife was Mary Taylor/'® 
niece of the Honourable Francis Willett/" She had 
seven children: (i) Abigail/'* who married Lodowick 
Updike**' and had issue. (2) William/'' who married 
Eunice Belden, sister-in-law of General Wyllys/'* of 
Hartford, and left one son, James, unmarried. (3) 
John/'* who married Sarah Gardiner and had issue. 
(4) Benjamin/'* who had issue. (5 and 6) Mary and 
Sarah/'* who died single. (7) Lvdia/'' who married 
Robert Champlin,''^ a orother of the late George and 
Christopher Cnamplin. They left one daughter, Mrs. 
Mary MacRea/'* of Newport. Mrs. Champlin's se- 
cond husband was John Faxon/'' by whom she had 
several children. 

•* 29* July [1770] Sunday Evening Departed this 
Life John Case Esq"' at Tower Hill and on 
Tuesday July 31* He Was Decently Interred In 
St Pauls Church Yard North Kingstown And 
a Funeral Sermon Preached By Mr F on the Oc- 
casion In St Pauls Church before A Numerous 
And Attentive Audience. Mr F Constantly vis- 
ited Said Esq Every Day for Some Considerable 
time together And Prayed With him And ad- 
ministered the Blessed Sacrament To him Two 
or Three times Distin6lly." 

Mr. Case was an unwavering friend, a generous 
benefaftor during life, and in his will made large do- 
nations to the church, of which he had been an ex- 
emplary member. He gave his homestead on Tower 
Hill, Quaker Hill Farm and wood lot, in Narragansett, 
to the use of his wife for life; and, after her decease, 
in trust for the use of the Society for the Propaga- 
tion of the Gospel in Foreign Parts — the rents, issues, 
and profits to be applied towards the support of an 
Episcopal Bishop otthe Church of England, when it 
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should please God that one should be sent over prop- 
erly appointed and consecrated to preside over the J£pis- 
copal cnurches in North America, whose diocese or dis- 
triAshould comprehend the Narragansett country and 
none else; and these bequests were for no other use 
or intent whatever. And before a Bishop should be 
sent over, the rents and profits should be appropri- 
ated towards the maintenance of the poor belonging 
to the Church of England in Narragansett, who were 
of sober lives and conversation, by the officers of the 
Church for the time being. He also bequeathed five 
hundred dollars for building a church on the lot given 
by Dr. MacSparran for that purpose; one hundrea and 
fifty dollars^ for repairing the old church of St. Paul's 
in North Kingstown, and, if not repaired, but a new 
one built on the MacSparran lot, then said one hun- 
dred and fifty dollars to be appropriated for that pur- 
pose; fifty dollars for a school-house on Tower Hill, 
and three hundred and fifty dollars in trust, the inter- 
est to be applied to educate poor children in the school- 
house at Tower Hill. 

There being no Bishop answering the provisions of 
thewill,the Church ofSt. Paul's, in Narragansett, took 
possession of the several devised estates, after the death 
of his wife, in 1798, and appropriated the rents for the 
support of the poor of the church and its repairs until 
1 8 13. At this period, the Trustees of Donations in 
Boston, through their agent, the Rev. William Mon- 
tague,"' obtained possession of the Tower Hill es- 
tate,"* claiming it in behalf of the Bishop of the East- 
ern diocese, which embraced Rhode Island. The war- 
dens of St. Paul's commenced an adtion to recover 
possession. The controversy was finally compromised, 
and the estate of the late Mr. Case was surrendered to 
the Trustees of Donations, upon their agreeing to pay 
four per cent, of the income for the use of St. Paul's 
Church forever. The Trustees of Donations then leased 
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theestatesfor ninehundredand ninety-nine years. The 
leases bang personal estate, on the death of the les- 
sees, the leases were sold at audion by their administra- 
tors; in consequence whereof the annual payments to 
the church by tneTrustees of Donations became inter- 
rupted,and the Church of St. Paul's reentered for con- 
dition broken, and now hold the estates ^^ in the same 
manner as before the surrender. The other benevo- 
lent donations were never applied for and are now lost. 
Mr. Czsc died at his mansion house on Tower Hill, 
South Kingstown, July 29, 1770, and was interred in 
the church-yard of St. Paul's, in North Kingstown; 
grave-stones, with suitable inscriptions, were erected 
to his memory. Phillippa Case,^ his wife, was the 
daughter of Charles Dickinson,^^ of Narragansett. She 
died at Tower Hill, January 26, 1798. ''She was a lady 
of real piety and goodness. "She was buried by the side 
of her husband. 

"September 16^ [1770] Mr F Preached In St 
Pauls And After Church He Was Earnestly De- 
sired To Go To Mr William Davis s^ Which 
He Did, And Baptize Three Children By The 
Names oi Charles^ Chester ^ and Charlotte^ And at 
the Request of George Rome^ Esq' A Gentle- 
man of Estate from Old England &c." 

Mr. Rome (pronounced Room) was an English- 
man. He came over to Rhode Island in 1 761, as the 
agent of the house of Hopkins & Haley, London 
merchants, and was afterwards appointed agent for 
other British houses. He was educated a merchant. 
He lived in Newport of winters and in Narragansett 
of summers, ownmg the estate, since the homestead 
of Judge Ezelciel Gardiner,^ in Boston Neck, North 
Kingstown, still called the Room Farm. It consisted of 
about seven hundred acres, bounding easterly on Nar- 
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ragansctt Bay. The mansion house**' was highly fin- 
ished and furnished. The beds were concealed from 
view in the wainscots, — the rooms might be traversed 
throughout and not a bed for the repose of guests be 
seen. This was a matter for the astonishment of the 
colonial observer. When the hour for retirement ar- 
rived, a servant would just give a touch to a spring in 
the wall, and the visitor's bed, by means of a self- 
adjusting process, would protrude itself, as if by magic, 
ready prepared for the reception of its tenant. The gar- 
den^ contained the rarest native and exotic varieties. 
In Mr. Rome's letter, below, he styles his residence 
"my little country villa." He lived in splendour and 
entertained his friends with sumptuous hospitality. In 
another place he calls his residence BachelorVHall — 
"My compliments to Colonel Stewart :*** may I ask 
the favour of you both to come and eat a Christmas 
dinner with me, at Bachelor's-Hall, and celebrate the 
festivities of the season with me in Narragansett woods? 
A covey of partridges or bevy of quails will be enter- 
tainment for the Colonel and me, while the pike and 
perch pond amuse you/' He occasionally gave large 
parties, at which the ladies and gentlemen of Boston, 
Newport, and Narragansett, would equally mingle. 
Punch was the fashionable beverage at that period, and 
the entertainments at Bachelor^ s-Hall were extrava- 
gant. Mr. Rome owned, also, large estates on Rhode 
Island>^ In the Stamp Ad excitement he strongly es- 
poused the cause of the Crown. In 1767, he wrote the 
subjoined letter to his friend at Boston (afterwards 
returned from London with those signed Thomas 
Hutchinson,'" Andrew Oliver^* and Thomas Mof- 
fat*'') and the same was transmitted to England. In 
1773, Dr. Franklin, agent of the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, at London, obtained these letters (called, in 
general, "the Hutchinson letters"), and sent them 
to America. Mr. Rome's letter is as follows: 
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Narragamett^ Dec. 22, 1 767 

Sik: 

I AM now withdrawn to^ ^y little country villa, where, 
though I am more retired from the busy world, yet 
I am still enveloped with uneasy reflexions for a tur- 
bulent, degenerate, ungrateful continent, and the op- 
position I have met with in my indefatigable endea- 
vours to secure our property in this colony, but hitherto 
without success. The times are so corrupted, and the 
conflid of parties so predominant, that fadion is blind, 
or shuts her eyes to the most evident truths that cross 
her designs, and believes in any absurdities that assist 
to accomplish her purposes, under the prostitution and 
prostration of an in&tuated government. Judge then, 
my dear Sir, in what a critical situation the fortunes of 
us poor Europeans must be among them. 

We have not been able to recover our property for 
years past — how great soever our exigencies may have 
been — unless we soothed them into a compliance. We 
are unwilling to enter into lites-con testation with them, 
because the perversion of their iniquitous courts of 
justice is so great, that experience hath convinced us 
we had better lose half, to obtain the other quietly, 
than pursue compulsory measures. We are also afraid 
to apply to a British Parliament for relief, as none can 
be effedually administered without a change of gov- 
ernment, and a better administration of justice intro- 
duced; and, were it known here that we made such ap- 
plication at home, not only our fortunes would be in 
greater jeopardy, but our lives endangered by it, be- 
fore any salutary regulations could take place. We are 
sensible of the goodness of the King and Parliament, 
but how far, or in what space of time, our grievance, 
as a few individuals, might weigh against the influence 
of a charter government, we are at a loss to determine. 

In 1761,1 arrived in America, which circumstance 
you probably remember well. With great industry. 
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caution, and drcumspe^on, I have not only reduced 
our demands, and regulated our connexions in some 
measure, but kept my head out of a halter which you 
had the honour to grace.*** (Pray, Doftor, how did it 
feel ? The subjeft is stale, but I must be a little fiinny 
with you on tnis occasion.) Much still remains to be 
done, and, after all my best endeavciurs, my constitu- 
ents, from a moderate calculation, cannot lose less than 
fifty thousand pounds sterling by the baleful constitu- 
tion of this colony, and the corruption of their courts 
of judicature. It is really a very afFeding and melan- 
choly consideration. 

Under a deep sense of the infirmities of their con- 
stitution, the innovations which they have gradually 
interwoven among themselves, and stimulated by every 
aA of forbearance, lenity, and patience, we have in- 
dulged our correspondents until deluges of bankrupt- 
cies have ensued ; insolvent adis liberated them from 
our just demands, and, finally, we have had our indis- 
putable accounts refused admission for ourpropordon 
of the small remains, until colony creditors were first 
paid, and the whole absorbed. We have had vessels 
made over to us for the satisfadion of debts, and,after 
bills of sale were executed, carried off, in open violence 
and by force, by Captain Snip-Snap, of Mr. Nobody's 
appointment ; and, when we sued him for damages, re- 
covered a louse. We have, in our turn, been sued in 
our absence, and condemned, ex-farte^ in large sums 
for imaginary damages, for which we can obtain nei- 
ther a trial nor redress. They refuse us an appeal to the 
King in Council ; the money must be paid when their 
executions become returnable; and, were we to'carry it 
home by way of complaint, it would cost us twoorthree 
hundred pounds sterling to prosecute; and after all, 
when his Majesty's decree comes over in our favour, 
and refunding the money can no longer be evaded, I 
expeft their effeAs would be secreted, their bodies 
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leased hj the insolvent aft, and our money — both 
principal^ interest, and expenses — irrecoverably gone. 
Is not our case grievous ? We have, in aftions founded 
on notes of hand, been cast in the courts of judicature. 
We have appealed to his Majesty in Council for re- 
dress, got their verdifts reversed, and obtained the 
King's decree for our money, but fhaf is all; for though 
I have had them by me for twelve months, and em- 
ployed two eminent lawyers to enforce into execution, 
oonformable to the colony law, yet we have not been 
able to recover a single shilling, though we have 
danced after their courts and assemblies above thirty 
days in vain^ to accomplish that purpose only. Con- 
sider, my dear Sir, what expense, vexation, and loss 
of time this must be to us, and whether we have not 
just cause of complaint. 

We have also in vain waited with great impatience 
for years past, in hopes his Majesty would have nomi- 
nated his judges, and other executive officers, in every 
colony in America— which would in a great measure 
remove the cause of our complaint. Nothing can be 
more necessary than a speedy regulation in this, and 
constituting it a regal government; and nothing is of 
such important use to a nation, as that men who ex- 
cel in wisdom and virtue should be encouraged to un- 
dertake the business of government. But the iniqui- 
tous course of their courts of justice in this colony, 
deter such men from serving the public; or, if they do 
so, unless patronized at home, their wisdom and virtue 
are turned against them with such malignity, that it 
is more safe to be infamous than renowned. The princi- 
pal exception I have met with here, is James Helme, 
Esquire,"** "* who was chosen Chief Justice by the 
General Assembly at last eleftion. He accepted his 
appointment, distinguishes himself by capacity and 
application, and seems to be never ashamed to ad- 
minister impartial justice to all— -even to the native 
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and residing creditors of the mother country. I have 
known him to grant them temporary relief by writs 
of error, and, when he and they were overruled by the 
partiality of the court, in vain — though with great can- 
dour and force — plead with the rest of the bench, that 
for the honour or the colony and their own reputa- 
tion they ought never to pay less regard to the de- 
crees of his Majesty in Council, because the property 
was determined in Great Britain, than to their own. 
I have also heard him with resolution and firmness^ 
when he discovered the court to be immediately par- 
tial, order his name to be enrolled as dissenting m>m 
the verdiA. For such honesty and candour, I am per- 
suaded he will be deposed at next election, unless 
they should be still in hopes of making a convert of 
him. I wish it were in my power to prevent every 
American from suffering for the cause of integrity and 
their mother country; Air, in a special manner, should 
not only be protected and supported, but appear 
among the first promotions. Is tnere no gentleman 
of public spirit at home, who would be pleased to be 
an mstrument of elevating a man of his principles and 
propriety? or has it become fashionable for vice to be 
countenanced with impunity,and every trace of virtue 
passed over unnoticed? God forbid! 

The colonies have originally been wrong founded. 
They ought to have been regal governments, and every 
executive officer approved by the King. Until that is 
effeded, and they are properly regulated, they will 
never be beneficial to themselves, nor good subjeds 
of Great Britain. You see with what contempt they 
already treat the ads of Parliament for regulating their 
trade, and enter into the most public, illegal, and af- 
fronting combinations to obtain a repeal, by again im- 
posing upon the British merchants and manufadhirers, 
and all under the cloak of retrenching their expenses, 
by avoiding every unnecessary superfluity. Were that 
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really the case, I am sure I, and every other British 
subjed, would esteem them for it; but the &ft is, 
they obtained a repeal of the Stamp Aft by mercan* 
die influence, and they are now endeavouring, by the 
same artifice and finesse, to repeal the a£b of trade, 
and obtain a total exemption from all taxation. Were 
it otherwise, and they smcerely disposed to stop the 
importation of every unnecessary superfluity — with- 
out affronting the British legislation by their public, 
general, and illegal combinations — they might accom- 
plish their purposes with much more decency, and 
suppress it more effeftually by adis of their own le- 
gislation — imposing such duties upon their importa- 
tion here as might occasion a total prohibition, or con- 
fine the consumption of them to particular individuals 
that can afford to buy — by which measures they would 
also raise a considerable colony revenue, and ease 
poorer inhabitants in the tax they now pay. But the 
temper of the country is exceedingly faSiouSy and 
prone to sedition : they aregrowingmore imperious and 
haughty — nay, insolent — every day; and in a short 
space, unless wholesome regulations take place, the 
spirit they have enkindled,and the conceptions of gov- 
ernment they have imbibed, will be more grievous to 
the mother country than even ostracism was to the 
Athenians. 

A bridle at present may accomplish more than a 
rod hereafter, for the malignant poison of the times, 
like a general pestilence, spreads beyond conception; 
and if the British Parliament are too late in their re- 
gulations, negleft measures for seven years which are 
essentially necessary now — should they then be able 
to stifle their commotions, it will only be a temporary 
exdndtion — consequently every hour's indulgence will 
answer no other purpose than enable them in a more 
effeftual manner to sow seeds of dissension, to be re- 
kindled whenever they are in a capacity to oppose the 
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mother country, and render themselves independent 
of her. 

Have they not already, in the most public manner^ 
shewn their opposition to the measures of Parliament, 
in the affair ot the late Stamp Ad? Don't they now, 
with equal violence and audacity, in both public pa- 
pers and conversation, declare the Parliamentary re- 
gulations in their adis of trade to be illegal and a mere 
nullity? What further proof do we wait for» of either 
their good or bad disposition ? Did you ever hear of 
any colonies, in their infant state, teaching the science of 
tyranny reduced into rule, over every subjed that dis- 
countenanced their measures in opposition to the 
mother country, in a more impetuous manner than 
they have done these four years past? Have they not 
made use of every stroke of policy (in their way) to 
avail themselves of their dark purposes of their mde- 
pendence and suffered no restraint of conscience or 
fear, not even the guilt of threatening to excite a civil 
war and revolt,if not indulged with an unlimited trade, 
without restraint, and British protedion without ex- 
pense? for that is the English of it. Is this, then, a true 
or a mistaken portrait? Say, if it is their true one, 
ought not such perniciousmaximsofpolicy,such wick- 
ed discipline, such ingratitude,suchdissimulation,such 
perfidy, such violent, ruthless, and sanguinary coun- 
cils — where a Cleon bears rule and an Aristides can- 
not be endured — to be crushed in embryo? If not, the 
alternative cannot avoid producing such agovernment 
as will ere-long throw the whole kingdom into the ut- 
most confusion, endanger the life, liberty, and pro- 
perty of every good subjed and again expose them to 
the merciless assassination of a rabble. 1 am sensible 
that in all political disputes, especially in America, a 
man may see something to blame on both sides, and 
so much to fear, whichever fadion should conquer, as 
to be justified in not intermeddling with either; but 
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in matters of such vast importance as the present, 
wherein we have suffered so much, still deeply inter- 
ested, and by which the peace and tranquillity of the 
nation is at stake, it is difficult to conceal one's emo- 
tions from a fiiend and remain a tranquil speAator on 
a theatre of such chicanery and collusion as will inevi- 
tably (if not checked, and may sooner happen than is 
imagined by manyj chill the blood of many a Briton. 
It may be true policy, in some cases, to tame the fier- 
cest spirit of popular liberty, not by blows or by chains, 
but by soothing into willing obedience and make her 
kiss the very hand that restrains her; but such policy 
would be a very unsuitable potion to cure the malady 
of the present times. They are too much corrupted, 
and already so much intoxicated with their own im- 

;ortance, as to make a wrong use of lenient measures, 
'hey construe them into their own natural rights, and 
a timidity in the mother country. They consider them- 
selves a little bigger than t\it frog in the/tf^/^,and that 
Great Britain can never long grapple with their huge 
territory of fifteen hundred miles frontier, already po- 
pulous and increasing with such celerity, as to double 
their number once in twenty-five years. This is not 
perfedly consonant with my idea of the matter, though 
such calculation has been made; and, admitting it to 
be erroneous, yet, as they believe it, it has the same 
evil efFed,and possesses the imaginations of the people 
with such a degree of insanity and enthusiasm, as there 
is hardly any tning more common than to hear their 
boast of particular colonies that can raise on a short 
nodce an hundred thousand fighting men to oppose 
the force of Great Britain; certain it is they increase 
in numbers by emigration, &c., very fast, and are be- 
come such a body of people, with such extensive ter- 
ritory, as require every bud of their genius and dis- 
position to be narrowly watched, and pruned with great 
judgement, otherwise they may become not only trou- 
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blesome to Great Britain, but enemies to themselves. 
Now is the critical season. They are like some raw^ 
giddy youth, just emerging into the world, in a cor- 
rupt, degenerate age. A parent or a guardian is still 
necessary; and if well managed, they will soon arrive 
at such maturity as to become obecUent, dutiful chil- 
dren ; but if neglected long, the rod of chastisement 
will be so much longer necessary as to become too 
burthensome, and must be dropt with the colonies. 
They almost consider themselves a separate people 
from Great Britain already. 

Last month when I was attending the General As- 
sembly, the Governor sent a written message to the 
Lower House, imparting his intention of a resigna- 
tion at the next eledion, assigning for reasons, the 
fumes in the colony, and party spirit so high, and that 
bribery and corruption were so predominant, that 
neither life, liberty, nor property, were safe, &c., &c., 
&c. Now, Sir, whether the Governor's intention, as 
exhibited in this open, public declaration, was real, or 
feigned, to answer political purposes, it still evinces 
their decrepit state ; the prostitution of Government, 
and melancholy situation of every good subjeft; for it 
cannot be supposed by any candid inquisitor, that a 
declaration of^that nature and form, would, if not true, 
have been delivered by a Governor to a whole legis- 
lative body, in order to emancipate himself. If this 
truth is granted, and this allowed to be their unhappy 
situation, how much is it the duty of every good man — 
and what language is sufficient? — topaintinanefFe<5hial 
manner, this internal imbecility of an English colony 
(in many other respefts favourably situated for trade 
and commerce, one of the safest, largest, and most com- 
modious harbours in all America, or perhaps in all Eu- 
rope, accessible in all seasons, situated in a fine cli- 
mate, and abounding with fertile soil), to the mater- 
nal bowels of compassion, in order that she may be 
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seasonable, if she thinks it necessary to interpose, re- 
gulate, and wipe away their pernicious charter, ren- 
dered obnoxious by the abuse of it. 

I am afraid I have tried your patience with a sub- 
jed that must give pain to every impartial friend to 
Great Britain and her colonies. When I took my pen, 
I intended only to communicate the outlines of such 
of my perplexities (without going so far into political 
matter), as I thought would atone for, or excuse my 
loxu? silence, and excite your compassion and advice. 

Our friend Robinson'^ has gone to Boston to join 
the G>mmissioners. My compliments to Colonel Stew- 
art^ May I ask the favour of you both to come, 
and eat aChristmas dinnerwith me at Bachelor's-Hall, 
and celebrate the festivity of the season with me in 
Narragansett woods? A covey of partridges, or bevy 
of quaib, will be entertainment for the Colonel and 
me, while the pike and perch pond amuse you. Should 
business or preeng^ments prevent me that pleasure, 
permit me to ask the favour of your earliest intelli- 
genceoftheproceedingsof Parliament; and your opin- 
ion whether our case is not so great as to excite your 
compassion and interposition, were it known. This nar- 
rative, with your knowledge of many of the fads, and 
of the disposition of the colonies in general, will re- 
fresh your memory, and enable you to form a judge- 
ment. Relief from home seems so tedious, especially 
to us who have suffered so much, are like to suffer 
more, and are unacquainted with the reasons of the 
delay, that I am quite impatient. 

Above twelve months ago, I received from three 
gentlemen in London (in trust for several others), ex- 
emplified accounts for a balance of above twenty-six 
thousand pounds sterling, mostly due from this Col- 
ony, not nfty pounds of which shall I ever be able to 
recover without compulsive measures, and what is still 
wone,my lawyer advises me from all thoughts of pro- 
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secution, unless a change of government ensues. I am, 
therefore, obliged to send them his opinion (in jusd-* 
fication of my own condud) in lieu of money ten years 
due. Poor satisfadtion ! Our consolation must be in a 
British Parliament. Every other avenue is rendered 
impregnable by their subtlety and degeneracy and we 
can no longer depend upon a people, who are so un- 
thankful for our mdulgencies and for the lenity of the 
mother country. I wish you the compliments of the 
approaching season and a succession of many Happy 

New Years. 

I am. Sir, with much regard. 

Your most obedient servant, 

G. Rome 

At the August session of the General Assembly; 
i774,holden at Newport, a copy of the foregoing letter 
was read by the Speaker, Metcalf Bowler, hsq.,^'* with 
those of Governor Hutchinson,'" Dr. Moffat,^* &c., 
and, after a short debate, the further consideration 
thereof was postponed to the next Odober session and 
the Speaker direded to write to the Speaker of the 
Massachusetts House of Representatives for the ori- 
ginal, which was, accordingly, done. At the August 
Town Meeting in Providence, the people instruded 
their representatives to enquire into charges, contained 
in said letter, of corruption and partiality, against the 
courts and the legislative body; to examine whether 
the fountain of justice in the Colony had been shut up, 
or the law witnheld from any and, if so, to remove 
from office those who had been instrumental therein. 
But if, upon examination, it be found that the charges 
therein are false, groundless, and calculated to revile 
the administration of justice, then to exert themselves, 
by all constitutional means, to bring the said G. Rome 
to answer for such scandalous aspersions and vile abuse 
of this Government. Other towns passed similar in- 
strudions. At the Odober session of the General As- 
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sembly, holden at South Kingstown, Mr. Rome was 
brought to the bar of the House on a warrant on ac- 
count of the aforesaid letter, sometime since returned 
from England, when the following questions were by 
order put to him, a copy of said letter being previously 
read in his presence: 

Qu^sf. Did you ever write a letter in substance and 
sense agreeing, or nearly agreeing, with the copy of 
the letter you have now heard read, signed G. Rome? 

Ans. I do not think, upon the privilege of an Eng- 
lishman, that the question is fairly stated, because I 
do not consider I am to be called here to accuse my- 
self. When you, Mr. Speaker, are pleased to present 
to me any letter in my handwriting, I will most readily 
acknowledge the same, and grant the House all the 
satis&dion they are pleased to require, with the ut- 
most candour and sincerity. As the question stands, I 
must protest against the same. 

Qjust. Will you, or will you not, make a dired an- 
swer to the question which has now been proposed to 
you? 

Ans. I have already made a dired answer by say- 
ing I cannot be legally called to the bar of the House 
to accuse myself. 

These answers being by the House deemed evasive 
and a contempt, the said George Rome was committed 
to the common gaol of South Kingstown, where he re- 
mained till the House rose. 

The gross charges of Mr. Rome of corruption and 
partiality a^inst the Legislature, the courts and ju- 
ries of the Colony, with the advice to annul the Char- 
ter, and create a government more dependent on the 
Crown, producedf an exasperation too powerful to be 
withstood; and apprehending danger, soon after his 
release from prison, he fled on board of the Rose^ 
iri2Xk-<it{-'9ns^ then lying in Narragansett Bay. Pre- 
viously to his departure, he and others conveyed their 
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estatesi but they were, nevertheless, seized for the use 
of the Colony. The Legislature, at their Odober ses- 
sion, 1775, passed the following resolutions: "That 
the condud of General Hopkins^^in respeA to taking^ 
possession, in behalf of this Colony, of the estates of 
George Rome, Benjamin Brenton,^ the heirs of An- 
drew Oliver,**^ dec'd, Jahleel Brenton,^ and Thomas 
Hutchinson,'^' as persons inimical to the true inter- 
est of this Colony, be approved of, and that said es- 
tates be kept in possession of those persons appointed 
by the General in behalf of this Colony, and that they 
account to the Colony for the back and future rents 
and profits thereof." And that the "deeds by George 
Rome, Jahleel Brenton, Benjamin Brenton, Ralph In- 
man,^ Gilbert De Blois,^ Samuel Sewall,^ Thomas 
Hutchinson, Dr. Thomas Moffat,^* heirs of Andrew 
Oliver, and John Borland,^ made and executed since 
the 5th day of Oftober, 1775, or not recorded before 
that time, be null and void." The General Assembly in 
Oftober, 1776, appointed "John Smith a committee 
to sell at public audtion all the effedb of George Rome 
and Charles Dudley,^"" in possession of this State, and 
pay the money into the General Treasury." Thus the 
great estates of Mr. Rome were lost to his family for- 
ever. Scarcely any vestige remains of his "villa" at 
North Kingstown to recall the recolledlions of its for- 
mer splendour. In appearance, it is republican enough 
to disarm the envy of the meanest jacobin. 
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A.D. 1770 to A.D. 1774 

TCht Honourable James Honyman. The Rev. Mar-- 
maduke Browne. Christening ^^Gossips^ Colonel 
Whailey^ the Regicide. Colonel John Gardiner. 
Bishop Parker. . , 

•*^^EXT Day being the 17*^ of September 
X^ [1770] Mr. F [ayerwcather] Sott ofF for 
Boston To Attend The Annual Convention of 
the Clergy, and Preached there In the Several 
Churches etc. The Rev* Mr.Troutbeck^ Kings 
Chaplin Preached before the Clergy On Said 
Occasion from That Text *What is Truth ?'" 

"Nov* I i*'[i77o] The ReverendMr. Usher** 
of Bristol Preached and Read Prayers for Mr. 
F In St Pauls Narraganset^He being a Hearer.'' 

"On the 1 2** of February [1771], Dodor Ro- 
bert Hazard *•* Was Buried, Having Died by a 
Long Lingering Illness Saturday Evening About 
6 'Clock The Ninth Day of the month. A Con- 
siderable Assembly Present At his house, and a 
Funeral Sermon Preached by Mr F — from a 
Subject Suitable to the Occasion. . . . Sunday 
24** Mr. F Preached at the house of mourning 
The Late Do6tor Hazards On Mortality. A large 
Congregation Present. The Hon**** James Hony- 
man*" Present Who came from * little Rest* 
Where the Court had been Sitting the Whole 
Week.'' 

Mr. Honyman was the son of the Rev. James 
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Honyman,** Rcftor of Trinity Church, Newport He 
was born in April, 17 10, and was educated for the 
bar. In 1732, he was eleded Attorney-General of the 
Colony, and was annually reeleded until 1741, when 
the law appointing one Attorney-General was re- 
pealed, and County Attorneys were substituted. He' 
was one of the committee on the Eastern boundary 
question in the controversy with Massachusetts, in 
1 74 1, and was junior counsel with Daniel Updike)'*^ 
who argued the case before the King's commissioners 
at Providence against BoUan *^^ and Auchmuty,*^ the 
counsel for Massachusetts. The commissioners gave 
judgement in favour of Rhode Island. In 1755, he was 
appointed, with Governor Hopkins ^'' and others, to 
attend the Congress of Governors and Commissioners 
of the Northern colonies, at Boston, to concert mea- 
sures against the French. In 1756, he was eleded first 
Senator of the Colony, and was annually reeleded as 
first Assistant in the Legislature until 1764. The Brit- 
ish government having enforced the rule of '56, it occa-' 
sioned great losses to the merchants, and created great. 
irritation in the colonies ; and this Colony, as well as 
others, remonstrated against it with decision and firm- 
ness, and Mr. Honyman being opposed to the remon- 
strance, declined a rccledion. Shortly after, Mr. Hony- 
man was appointed, by the Crown, Advocate-General 
of the Court of Vice-Admiralty for the Colony, which 
office he continued to hold — discharging its duties to 
public satisfadion — until the Revolution. 

Mr. Honyman was a sound and able lawyer, and 
enjoyed an extensive pradice throughout the Colony. 
He married Elizabeth Goulding, daughter of George 
Goulding/**' of Newport. He died February 15, 1778, 
aged sixty-seven years, leaving two sons and sixdaugh-. 
ters. His sons died in early life, and, his daughters mar- 
rying persons adhering to the cause of the Crown, the 
estates devised by Mr. Honyman to his children were 
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mostly confiscated, but upon petitions by his children, 
the Legislature, restored them. 

"On Thursday, the 21" of March [1771], Mr. 
F[ayerweather] being Invited by a Letter from 
the Church Wardens of Trinity Church, New- 
port, He attended as a Paul Bearer The Fu- 
neral of the Rev^ Marmaduke Browne, Pastor 
of Said Church, Where a Sermon Was Preached 
By The Rev** Mr. Bissit ^ Colleague To a very 
Numerous And Weeping Congregation." 

Under date of the 9th of January, 1767, the 
Record says: "Mr. F Was Sent for To Attend 
the Funeral of Mrs. Browne The Consort of the 
Rev^ Mr. Browne Over Whom He Performed 
the Funeral Service In Trinity Church New- 
port An Exceedingly large Concourse of Peo- 
ple Attended But No Sermon, as both the Lady 
herself and her husband too had An Utter Aver- 
sion to Pomp and Show on those Occasions, and 
Utterly Against All Parading." 

The Rev. Marmaduke Browne,^* a son of the Rev. 
Arthur Browne,^of Portsmouth, New H ampshire, on 
the resignation, in i76o,ofthc Rev. Thomas Pollen,'*' 
was unanimously chosen to officiate as minister of 
Trinity Church, Newport, and was appointed a mis- 
sionary by the home society. The church flourished 
under his ministry, and, in 1762, the edifice was en- 
larged to the eastward, so as to admit of the eredtion of 
thirty additional pews. The present steeple of Trinity 
was built in 1768. An ad of incorporation was pro- 
cured from theGeneral Assembly in 1769. Mr. Browne 
continued his connection with Trinity Church until 
his death,which took placeon the 19th of March, 1771. 
He left an only son, who, in I795> caused a marble 
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tablet, with a raised profile likeness of his father^tobe 
ereded on the walls of Trinity Church, in memory of 
his parents. It bears the following inscription:* -i 

TO THE MEMORY OF THE REVEREND MARMAOUKI BROWNI 

FORMERLY RECTOR OF THIS PARISH : 

A MAN EMINENT FOR TALENTS LEARNING AND RELIGION, 

WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE ON THE 19TK OF MARCH 1771. 

AND OF ANNE HIS WIFE, A LADY OF UNCOMMON PnTY, 

AND SUAVITY OF MANNER 

WHO DIED THE 6TH DAY OP JANUARY 1767 

THIS MONUMENT WAS ERECTED BY THEIR SON ARTHUR BROWNl IS<^ " 

NOW SENIOR FELLOW OF TRINITY COLLEGE DUBLIN IN IRELAND, 

AND REPRESENTATIVE IN PARLIAMENT FOR THE SAMl. 

IN TOKEN OF HIS GRATITUDE AND AFFECTION 

TO THE BEST AND TENDEREST OF PARENTS 

AND OF HIS RESPECT AND LOVE FOR A CONGREGATION AMONG WHOM 

AND FOR A PLACE WHERE 

HI SPENT HIS EARLIEST AND HIS HAPPIEST DATBi 

HEU I QUANTO MINUS EST 

CUM ALnS VERSARI 

QUAM TUI MEMINISSE 

MDCCXCV. 

His above-mentioned son is the subjed of the fol- 
lowing notice: 

"Honourable Arthur Browne, LL.D.,^was at an 
early age sent from Newport to the care of a relative 
in Ireland for education. He was a man gifted with 
extraordinary mental powers, which he improved by 
almost incessant study, and by intercourse with the 
most able scholars and politicians of the day. He soon 
rose to eminence — was Senior Fellow and Senior Proc- 
tor of Trinity College, a Dodbor of Civil Laws and 
King's Professor of Greek. For a length of time he held 
the Vicar Generalship of the Diocese of Kildare, and 
also practised in the Courts, as an eminent though not 
a leading barrister. For many years, no person m the 
University enjoyed greater popularity . They gave him 
their best and most honourable gift — they appointed 

*On the tablet the 5th and 6th and the nth and 12th lines read at 
one line each. 
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him their representative in the National Legislature, 
and the Irish House of Commons for many years lis- 
tened with surprise and admiration to his bold and 
powerful eloquence. On questions of great national im- 
portance. Dr. Browne could speak mth surprising ef- 
teSL As to little subieds, he seldom interfered with the 
opposition party, with which it was his desire or chance 
to associate, — he supported all their leading mea- 
sures — on the Place and Pension bills, Catholic Eman- 
cipation, and the Suspension of the Habeas Corpus, he 
brought all his talents into adion. He was a strong ad- 
vocate of Parliamentary reform, an enemy to the aouse 
of power, and always stood forward as the champion of 
thepeople. On thegreat question of the Union of Great 
Britain and Ireland, he took part with the ministry, and 
his support and example greatly contributed to that 
event. Shortly after the Union, Dr. Browne was ap- 
pointed Prime Sergeant, and it is supposed, had he sur- 
vived, he would have obtained a situation on the bench. 

'* Besides various political pamphlets, Dr. Browne 
was the author of two volumes of miscellaneous essays 
and dissertations in which many questions of literature 
and criticism were ably discussed. These volumes are 
now out of print, which is the more to be regretted as 
one of the essays was devoted to a pi6hire of colonial 
manners and habits, especially as exhibited by the so- 
ciety of Newport, Rhode Island. In a note he referred 
to many of the families with whom he was intimate — 
the Brentons, Mai bones, Redwoods, etc. His great 
work, however, is that on the Civil Law, which has 
passed through various editions, and is considered by 
the profession as a standard. 

''This celebrated man died in Dublin in the summer 
of 1805, ^^ ^ dropsical complaint, leaving a large pro- 
perty, which he had acquired from his situations in the 
Coll^ and his exertions as a lawyer." * 

• Niwfrt Mircury. 
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"Sunday March 31*' [1771.] Mr. Fayerweather 
Baptized A Male Child of Mr. Benjamin Na- 
sons, Son-in-Law to Capt. Benjamin Jefferson,'^ 
by the Name of Elisha; The Gossips being 
Mr. Bovyer,^ Mrs. JeflFerson, and The Gran 
Father." 

The following information relating to this word was 
colledled bv Andrew A. Harwood,U.S.N./**and may 
be interesting to many: 

"This word Gossip is frequently found in church 
records. It is used in its old oaxon meaning for spon- 
sors or sureties at baptism. This use of the term gos- 
sip, as well as the usage which formerly prevailed at 
baptisms of giving spoons, called Apostle spoons^ is re- 
ferred to in the following extrad from Hone's Every 
Day Book:"* 

"'This is an opportunity for alluding to the ancient 
English custom, with sponsors, or visitors at christen- 
ings, of presenting spoons, because the figures of the 
twelve apostles were chased, or carved upon the tops 
of the handles. Brand cites several authors to testify 
of the praftice. Persons, who could afford it, gave the 
set of twelve, others a smaller number, and a poor per- 
son offered the gift of one, with the figure of the saint 
after whom the child was named, or to whom the child 
wasdedicated,or whowas the Patron Saintof the good- 
natured donor.' Ben Jonson, in his B artholemew* r 
Fair J has a character saying, ^and all this for the hope 
of a couple of Apostles spoonSy and a cup to eat caudle 
in.' In the Chaste Maid of CheapsiJe, by Middleton, 

* Gossip' enquires, * What has he given her? what is it, 
Gossip?' Whereto the answer ofanot her * Gossip* is, 

* Afaire high standing cup and two great 'postle spoons 
— one of them gilt.' Beaumont and Fletcher, likewise, 
in the Noile Gentleman say: 

•Vol. L p. 175. 
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*/*/? be a gossip J Bewfirdj 
I havi an odd apostu spoon* 



"The raritjr and antiauity of the apostle spoons ren- 
der them of considerable value as curiosities, &c. (here 
follows a description of the weight, metal, &c., of the 
spoons). It seems from ^he Gossips a poem by Ship- 
man in 1 666, that the usage of giving apostle spoons 
at christenings was at that time on the decline. 

^Formerly when they used to trowl 
Gilt howls ofsack^ they gave the bowl 
Two spoons at least; an use ill kept, 
*Tis well if now our own be left.* 

^^An anecdote is related of Shakespeare and Ben 
Jonson, which bears upon the usage. Shakespeare was 
godfather to one of Jonson's children, and after the 
christening, being in deep study, Jonson cheeringly 
asked him why he was so melancholy. ^ Ben,' said he, 
^ I have been considering a great while what should be 
the fittest gift forme to bestow upon my god-child, and 
I have resolved it at last.' 'I pray thee, what?' said 
Ben. ^r fiuth, Ben,' answered Shakespeare, ' I 'II give 
him a dozen good latten spoons, and thou shalt trans- 
late them.' The word latten^ intended as a play upon 
the word Ltf////, is a name for theiron tinned — of which 
spoons and similar small articles of household use are 
sometimes made. Without being aware of the origin, 
it is still a custom with many persons to present spoons 
at christenings, or on visiting * the lady in the straw,' 
though they are not now adorned with imagery; 

"There is another ancient usageof which many peo- 
ple now may not understand the meaning. On our old 
church and town records, as well as in Bible and fa- 
mily registers, will be found recorded not only the day 
of a child's birth, but also the hour and precise mo- 
ment. The pradice grew out of the prevalence of as- 
trological notions. It was to enable the astrologers to 
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calculate the nativity of the person. As in many other 
cases, the usage has remained^ while the reason of it 
is forgotten." 

"In advent Mr F Preached for the Rcv^ Mr 
Bisset^ In Newport by Ernest Desire*' &c. 

"On the 25** of December [1771] Christmas 
Mr. F — Attended Trinity Church Newport And 
Communicated At the altar.'" Above 200 Mem- 
bers present." ' 

" On the 9*** [January, 1 772] Mr F — Received 
a Letter from the Church Wardens (of New- 
port) to Attend As a Paul bearer to the Rev* 
Mr Keith'" his old Friend and Once his Pre- 
decessor in George Town South Carolina — And 
to preach a Funeral Sermon On Sunday Morn- 
ing On the Occasion Which he Did the Very 
day After the Interment In Trinity Church New- 
port, to a full Auditory.*' 

" On the 1 6*** April [ 1 772] Thursday Evening 
In Presence of Many Witnesses Mr F Married 
Mr Sylvester Sweet ''^ to Miss Martha Whailey 
of Narraganset — After a Regular Publication of 
Bands, As the Law Directs, The Bride being 
Given Away by her Father Jeremiah Whailey'** 
One of the Descendants of old Col Whailey Who 
Came Away from Great Britain On being One 
of the Regicides, of King Charles the first of 
Ever blessed Memory, and Who Sat in the Mock 
Court Before WhichThat Excellent Prince,That 
Blessed Martyr Was Arraigned and Tried and 
Condemned, and Who Was Called proverbially 
(in the Day of it) One of King Charles's Judges'' 
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Who this Mr. Whailey really was is still shrouded 
in mystery. Until Dr. Stiles's "' History of the Judges *^' 
appeared^ there never had existed any doubt in Rhode 
Island, and particularly in Narragansett, that the 
Whailey who lived in concealment, at the head of the 
Pettaquamscutt Ponds in Narragansett, was the real 
Colonel Whailey, one of the regicide judges, with the 
change of the Christian name of Theophilus for Ed- 
ward. His children and descendants believed it, and 
those now living believe it, and are confident of the 
fad. Hutchinson, in his History of Massachusetts ^ states 
that the r^ddes lived upon remittances annually sent 
them by their friends in England ; and Colonel Willet '" 
—on the western borders of whose farm (the farm now 
occupied by Willet Carpenter, Esq.,*^ **' the descend- 
ant of Colonel Willet), Whailey had built his hut — 
says, that annually Mr. Sewall^ and other gentlemen 
came fit)m Boston to his house, and would send for 
Whailey and privately confer with him, and after they 
left, Whailey would have plenty of money. That in 
Queen Anne's war. Colonel Willet — who was educated 
a merchant and had retired from business, and was a 
man of information and reading — told Dr. Stiles that 
a ship of war anchored opposite the farm where Whailey 
lived, and a captain of the same name made him a visit, 
and they recognized each other with the affedion of 
kindred.The captain invited him on board, but Whailey 
negleded to go, for fear it was a snare laid to take him. 
That he never would disclose to any one his history. 
Further, that he had a University education, and was 
a fine Hebrew, Greek, and Latin scholar; and, when 
he died, he was buried with the honours of war. The 
conclusion of Dr. Stiles is, that the Whailey men- 
tioned by the Rev. Mr. Fayerweather was neither Ge- 
neral Whailey nor General Goffe, the regicide judges; 
but that Theophilus Whailey, of Narragansett, was an 
officer in the Parliamentary wars and through the Pro- 



Chapter Seventeenth lox 

tcdoratc. "One of the same family of the Jud|[e was 
LieutenantWhailey,whoservedinHacker*8rcgiment, 
Hacker, who, though not a judge, yet commanded 
at the execution of the King, was himself executed in 
1660. And GofFe's journal mentions Robert Whailey . 
(supposing Theophilus), then in Hacker's regiment, 
and adive at the King's execution, he might be in dan- 
ger, and so fled to escape from vengeance " [?]. After, 
the death of Whailey, about 1670, General GoiFe left 
Hadley, and went westward towards Virginia; and as 
Theophilus Whailey appeared in Narragansett short- . 
ly after from Virginia, Governor Hutchinson conjee- : 
tured he might be General GoiFe, but was unable to * 
procure satisfadory evidence for this conclusion. 

That learned and indefatigable antiquarian. Presi- 
dent Stiles, who spent thirty years of his life in col- 
leding the materials of his history, has brought to • 
light all the fafts, circumstances, and traditions that 
could have been obtained; but such was the designed 
obscurity that attended every movement of the exiles, 
that to obtain anything definite was impossible ; and 
after coUedling and arranging all his materials, he leaves 
every reader to judge for himself. The only evidence 
of the debility of Whailey from age, and finally of his 
death, is gathered from the letters of GofFe to his wife; 
and,if conjedure is to have any weight, might not these 
statements have been feigned for the purpose of con- 
cealing the escape of Whailey with GofFe? On the 
other hand,it is strange that Major Richard Smith,"' '** 
who was an officer in Cromwell's wars, and assisted in 
establishing the Protedlorate, and in the time of Rich- 
ard Cromwell fled to his father's residence in North 
Kingstown, and resided within seven miles of Whailey, 
and died in 1692, never associated with or even men- 
tioned anything of him, when, from circumstances, 
they must have been connefted in the same common 
cause. In addition to all this, it is singular that Dr. 
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MacSparran/*^ whose farm was within one mile of 
Whailey's residence^ and who was also intimate with 
Colonel Willet^and a near relative by marriage, should 
never have mentioned in all his correspondence some- 
thing about this extraordinary man. 

Colonel Whailey, when advanced in age, moved to 
West Greenwich, and resided on a farm ^'^ he had pre- 
viously purchased. ^^The assignment on the deed, 
dated February, 171 1, was in his own handwriting,'' 
and Dr. Stiles says, ^'This was the first certain writing 
of Theophilus Whailey which I had seen.'' It was 
presumed that if this instrument could have been ob- 
tained and sent to someone in London, a comparison 
of hands would settle the Question whether it was the 
handwriting of the real regicide judge, or whose it was. 
As an antiquarian faft, it was worthy of attention. 
On the ^d of July, 1843, the writer went to the resi- 
dence of the late Judge Whailey, now in the posses- 
sion of one of his descendants, and examined the old 
title deeds, and they were all there, except the one 
mentioned by Dr. Stiles. Mrs. Hopkins, then over 
eighty years old, stated that the deed missing was lent 
by the late Judge Hopkins,^*' grandson of Judge 
Whailey, to Dr. Stiles, for the purpose of examination 
and comparison, and that he promised to return it, or 
leave it with Governor Green '** for them. Another 
member of the family said he understood that the deed 
had been left by Dr. Stiles with Governor Green as 
he promised, but that they never went there for it. 
Governor Green and Judge Hopkins having died long 
[O, and Mr. Ward,*^* who is possessed ofGovernor 
rreen's papers, not being able to find it, it is now lost. 
The aged Mrs. Hopkins, above referred to, ob- 
served that she well recolleded t>r. Stiles's visit at 
Judge Hopkins's, at the house where Whailey died; 
that he roae in a gig, wore a wig and spedacles, and 
told them he should try to have a monument ereded 
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over the grave of Whailey,who was buried on his&rm 
on Hopkins Hill, in West Greenwich, now owned 
by Gideon Hopkins, a descendant of Whailey. The 
grave is near the highway ''* that leads from Wash- 
ington Fadlory to the Ten Rod road, and so near the 
fence that you can see it, sitting in your carriage. The 
grave is a very long one, lying north and south, with 
stones, but no inscription/' He was a large tallman^six 
feet high when an lOO years old, and then walked up- 
right; not fat, but thin and lathy; was 103 when he 
died." ^«* 

"Mr F. On the y^ of June [1772] having Re- 
ceived Two or three Distindl letters from an 
Ancient and truly Hon'ble Society in Boston to 
Preach to them On a Particular and Laudable 
Occasion Sat Out On the Eighth Day of the 
month for the purpose, taking Warwick and 
Providence in his way and Officiating at both 
those places by Desire of the Rev"* Mr Greaves,*** 
from Which two flocks he Gained a most Serious 
and An Attentive Audience. But the Occasion of 
Mr Fs Journey to Boston Was to Celebrate the 
Festival of Saint John and Adapt a Discourse 
Immediately to that Occasion and to that Day 
observed throughout Christendom, which he 
Did at Christ's Church of Which The Reverend 
Doftor Mather Byles '"the Pastor Read Prayers 
On the Occasion, Where Was the Most Bril- 
liant and Splendid As Well as Numerous As- 
sembly ... in that large and Populous Town, 
After Divine Service A Grand Procession from 
the Church followed With all the Grand Of- 
ficers Cloathed and Adorned with their Robes 
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and Jewels to illustrate the Splendour and Mag- 
nificence of the Day and Do honour To Saint 
John the Baptist Who both by Precept and Ex- 
ample Ever Inculcated the Christian Doftrine 
With Emphasis •Of loving One Another/'" 
This Celebration Was On the 24^ Day of June 

" [June] 28* [1772] Mr F officiated in Kings 
Chappel tor the Rev** Dr Caner,*^ and for the 
Rev^ Mn Walter ^* Trinity Church Boston." 

"July 18* [1772] Mr. F Sat Out from Boston 
on his Return home by the Way of Tauntoun'** 
And Administered there the Sacred Ordinance 
of Baptism To A Male Child of Mr. James Hill 
Merchant and Grand Child of the late Rev^ 
Dodtor Sewal^* A Dissenting Teacher In Bos- 
ton, Whose 2yeal Was always Remarkably Dis- 
tinguished Against the Church of England, par- 
ticularly her Forms and Ceremonies, and that in 
Special As to the Rite of Baptism. The ordi- 
nance Was performed At Colonel White's in 
Taunton.Thc Sponsors Were Mr Hill and Wife 
the Child's Natural Parents, and Aunt, And the 
Name of the little Infantile Was James After 
its Father's Name." 

"[December 13, 1772] In the Evening of 
Said Day Mr. F being Sent for at Capt Samuel 
Gardners^ He Married Mr. John Gardner Son 
of the late John Gardner Esq*'* of Boston Neck 
(So Distinguished) to Miss Sarah Gardner Eld- 
est Daughter of Samuel Whom he had before 
Published three Distinct times As the Law of the 
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Colony Dirc6ts ; The Bride Was Given Away by 
her Father about half An hour After 4 o Clock 
in the Presence of Sundry Witnesses." 

John Gardiner"* was theson of John, and the grand- 
son of William Gardiner, one of the first setters of 
Narragansett. Colonel Gardiner was an accomplished 

fentleman of the old school, and of popular manners, 
le early rose into public favour, and was an adive whig 
in the Revolution. He was ele&ed representative to the 
General Assembly from South Kingstown, his native 
town, for the years 1 786-7, by the Paper Money party. 
In 1788 and 1789, he was ele&ed by the popular vote 
of the State a delegate to the Confederated Congress, 
but did not take his seat in that body. Colonel Gar- 
diner inherited the patrimonial estate of his ancestors, 
the farm*'"* next south of the South Ferry, containing 
five hundred acres, reputed the most fertile trad in 
Narragansett. He died in Odober, 1808, aged sixty- 
one — his wife survived him some years. They left seven 
children :(i) Sarah, married Thomas Jenkins, of Hud- 
son, New York, issue. (1) Robert, was some years 
United States Consul in Sweden — he married a Miss 
Day, of Catskill, New York, lost at sea — no issue. (3) 
John and (4) William died single. (5) Emma married 
Philo Day, and (6) Harriet married Russell Day, both 
of Catskill. (7) Sylvester, now living"**''* [1847]. 

"On the Sixth of Septeniber [1773] Mr F — 
Journeyed to Boston to Attend the Annual Con- 
vention Of the Reverend Episcopal Clergy — 
And the z^ Wednesday Which Was the Eighth 
day of the Month in Sept' We Met ; and be- 
fore the Convention The Rev** Mr Winslow'*' 
preached from these Words *// is Good to be 
Zealously Affe5ied in a Good Cause' ** 
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"The Reverend Convention having been Ap- 
plied to from the Church of England At Ports- 
mouth^ New Hampshire in their Destitute 
State being Deprived of their Worthy Pastor 
The Rev* Mr Browne'^ to be Supplied with 
Preaching, They Agreed to Supply them Six 
Sundays, Provided M r F — would Consent to As- 
sist them As One of the Six, And to take the first 
for his Choice : Accordingly by the desire of the 
Reverend Convention then Met at Dr. Caner's 
House*** Mr F — Sot off from Boston Friday 
the I o*^ of Sep*^ And Preached In Portsmouth 
Church, which He found to be a Small but A Gay 
and Shining Congregation in Respedt to Dress 
and Appearance. In his Way thither through 
the fiJls of Newbury, He offered a Young Gen- 
tleman As A Pupil One of his Neighbours Sons 
from his Parish In the Narraganset Country, 
To the Dummer School A Most Charitable foun- 
dation of the Late Lieutenant Governor Dum- 
mer,"* Boston, Mr. Samuel Moody ^'^ The Pre- 
ceptor or Master kindly accepted him." 

"On the 14"** of September [1774] the 2^ 
Wednesday in the Month Mr. F — Met the 
Reverend Convention of Episcopal Clergy In 
Boston, Went to Kings Chappel and heard The 
Rev* Mr Ssargeant^* of Cambridge preach from 
those Words If ye know these things happy Are 
TcifTeDo them; The General [Gage] present 
And Din d With the Clergy at Dr. Caners and 
19 Clergymen present. The 15'** Convention of 
the Clergy at Dr Caners house Sot again. And 
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Unanimously Made Choice Of the Rev* Mr 
F — to be their Preacher On the 2* Wednesday 
in the next September, 1775, And the Rev** Mr 
Bailey'*' to Read Prayers On that Annual And 
Much to be Esteemed Occasion." 

"On Sunday 16"^ past Trinity and 18"** of the 
Month September Mr F — Preached At Kings 
Chappel for the Kings Chaplin The Rev Mr 
Troutbeck,'^ before General Gage and his Offi- 
cers at Boston and before A very Numerous and 
Polite Assembly from those Words Be kindly of- 
feSlioned one toward Another in Brotherly Love.** 

"On the 2' of Oftober [1774] The Rev* Mr 
Parker Assistant Minister To the Rev* Mr Wal- 
ter^'* at Trinity Church Boston Preach'd at St 
Pauls Narraganset by a proposal of An Ex- 
change &c/' 

"On the 23*of Oaober the Rev* Mr William 
Clark ^** of Dedham Exchanged with Mr F— 

and Preached in St Pauls Narraganset/' 

" The Evergreen contains an interesting sketch of the 
life of Bishop Parker, the second Bishop of Massa- 
chusetts, the materials of which are taken chiefly from 
The Gospel Advocate p^ formerly published in this city, 
and the funeral sermon preached at the interment of 
the Bishop, by the Rev. Dr. Gardiner.'*^ 

"Dr. Parker '^* was born in Portsmouth in 1 744, or- 
dained in London in I774,having been previously ap- 
pointed assistant minister of Trinity Church upon the 
Greene Foundation, and entering upon his duties on 
his return from England; was appointed reftor of the 
same church in 1779, and succeeded Bishop Bass^'****** 
in the Episcopate in 1804. He died three months 
after his consecration, and before he had performed 
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any Episcopal senrices. 'As a clergyman of the Epis- 
copal Church Bishop Parker was equalled by few. He 
read with propriety and,impressiye solemnity our ex- 
cellent Liturgy^ and performed all the ordinances of 
religion in a manner best calculated to impress the 
heart with their importance. In the pulpit, his voice 
was clear and sonorous, and his delivery energetic; 
nor, when occasion required, was he ignorant oF that 
touching pathos which moves the strings of sensibil- 
ity. His discourses were serious and solid, explaining 
some important dodtrine, or enforcing some moral 
virtue. He was deeply impressed with the necessity 
of inculcating the essential dodtrines of Christianity, 
which peculiarly distinguish it from other religions, 
and from a mere system of ethics. The Divinity of the 
Saviour, the dodrine of the Atonement, and faith in 
the Holy Trinity, were, he conceived, essential parts 
in the Christian system. 

'''In his person. Dr. Parker was tall, robust, ereft, 
and well proportioned; cheerful in disposition, and 
amiable in deportment. As a husband and parent, lov- 
ing and beloved, he enjoyed, for many years, the en- 
dearments of domestic life, amidst his large family, and 
surrounded by very numerous friends, industriously 
spending his time in the alternate discharge of per- 
sonal and parochial duties, in the performance of^the 
latter of which, he was always remarkably distin- 

fuished. We may, perhaps, safely conclude, that his 
ighest style of excellence was in that most respeda- 
ble, most honourable, and most useful charafter, a con- 
sdentious Parish Priest' '* • 
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Chapter XVIII 

A.D. 1774 to A.D. 1840 

« 

TAf Close of Mr. Fayerweather* s Ministry in Nar^ 
ragansett. His Death and Burial. His Will and the 
Disposition of his Books and PiSlures. The Rev. WiU 
Ham Smith. The Rev. Walter C. Gardiner. The Rev. 
Joseph Warren. The Removal of St. FauPs Church 
to Wickford. The Later ReSlors of the Farish. 

SUNDAY, November 6, 1774, is the last en- 
try'" made by Mr. Fayerweather on the 
Parish Record. The controversy between the 
Colonies and the Mother Country had at this 
period assumed a serious aspe£t. The majority of 
the society of which Mr. Fayerweather was pas- 
tor being whigs, they obje6ted to the use of the 
prayers for the King and Royal Family, and for 
the success of His Majesty's arms. He felt that 
he could not conscientiously dispense with them 
without a violation of his ordination vows,'** al- 
though he was personally esteemed as a friend 
of the American cause. The church was conse- 
quently closed. He occasionally preached at pri- 
vate houses'" until his death, which occurred in 
the summer of 178 1. He was buried under the 
Communion Table of St. Paul's beside the corpse 
of Dr. MacSparran. 

Mr. Fayerweather was popular in his parish. 
He was an able and industrious preacher,'** and 
left several manuscript volumes of sermons, 
which are reputed, by those who have perused 
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them, to be productions of talent and piety. He 
read the Church Service with great efFe6l, and 
those who have survived him speak of the solem- 
nity and pathos with which he performed those 
devotions as impressing them even to this day. 

We close the ministry of the Reverend Mr. 
Fayerweather/*' by transcribing the following 
item from his will: 

** I give all my library and books to King's 
[now Columbia] College, New York, and ten 
pounds sterling, and my large pi£ture of myself. 
And my desire is, that the corporation may suf- 
fer said picture to be hung up in the library- 
room of said College forever. — Also, my silver- 
framed square picture ^^ of myself, to my sister 
Hannah Winthrop,"* of Cambridge. My wife's 
picture of herself, to her niece, the wife of John 
Channing.'** My oval picture of myself framed 
with silver, to my nephew, John Winthrop,"* 
of Boston, merchant." 

The executor of his will,Matthew Robinson, 
Esq.,*^*** received Mr. Faycrweathcr's efFcCts, 
and being aged and infirm, negleCted the injunc- 
tions of the testator. He died ten years afterwards 
at an advanced age, and insolvent, and the pictures 
bequeathed by the Rev. Mr. Fayerweather were 
sold at auction as Mr. Robinson's property, there 
not being any legatees or friends in this quarter 
to claim them. The large picture painted by 
Copley****'^ in his academical honours at Oxford, 
is now in my house; the others were in the town 
some few years since. His library was also sold 
and is now lost, except a few volumes in the pos- 
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session of the church in Narragansett. 

The Rev. Mr. Faycrweather, while redlor, 
baptized forty-five persons/^ 

The Church of St. Paul's was used during the 
Revolutionary war as a barrack for the Ameri- 
can soldiery, and the Parish Record contains no 
entry from 1774 to March, 1784, when it would 
seem nine persons met together, and a commit- 
tee was appointed to invite the Rev. Mr. Fogg,'** 
the reftor of the Episcopal Church at Pomfrct, 
in Connecticut, to become the pastor of said par- 
ish. Mr. Fogg declined the invitation. The so- 
ciety did not meet again until July, 1787, when 
the Rev. William Smith,'** upon invitation, ac- 
cepted the rectorship. Mr. Smith officiated here 
until January, 1790. During his residence he bap- 
tized thirty-seven persons. 

William Smith was by birth a Scotchman, and re- 
ceived his education in one of the Universities of his 
native country. The history of his early life is of course 
lost to us, and we only know that he was studious in 
his youth, and left College with the reputation of an 
excellent scholar. He came to this country as an or- 
dained minister, in 1785, and, soon after his arrival, 
assumed the charge of Stepney parish, in the State 
of Maryland. On the 7th of July, 1787, he entered 
upon the duties of redor of St. Paul's Church, Nar- 
ragansett, where he continued to officiate until the 
aSth of January, 1790, when he left, having accepted 
the reftorship of Trinity Church, Newport. He was 
instrumental in organizing the Church in Rhode Is- 
land, and preached, at the first Episcopal Convention 
held in this State, in November, 1790, a sermon, 
which was printed and is now extant. 
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In a note appended to Mr. Ross's century sermon, 
delivered at Newport,in 1 838, speaking of Dr. Smith, 
the late Rev.Dr. Wheaton/**redtor of Trinity Church, 
said: '^ Had Mr. Smith's prudence been equal to his 
talents and learning, he might, with the Divine bless- 
ing, have been instrumental in healine the unhappy 
divisions among his people, and restonng the Church 
to its former prospenty. The time, however, had not 
come for the Church to rise from her depression, and 
put on the garments of glory and beauty. Mr. Smith's 
pastoral charge in Newport terminated April 11,1 797^ 
when he informed the congregation that he had ac- 
cepted the call of the Church at Norwalk, Connedi- 
cut. He embarked with his hmily to enter on his new 
charge.'* The Rev. Mr. Beardsley,^*^ in his Historical 
DiJcoursedclivcTtdzt Cheshire, says : '* In the spring of 
1797, Mr.Smith took charge of St. Paul's at Norwalk. 
An unhappy disagreement arising between him and his 
people in regard to the permanency of a settlement, 
he relinquished the parish in 1 800, and went to New 
York. He opened a grammar school in that city, and, 
acquiring the reputation of an able teacher, he was 
seleded as the successor of Dr. Bowden/^* as principal 
of the Episcopal Academy of ConnedHcut, m 1 802, 
and entered upon his duties in the spring of that 
year. He resigned his office of principal of the insti- 
tution in 1 806, and left Cheshire and returned to New 
York, and the remainder of his days were passed be- 
tween that city and Connedicut. He had no perma- 
nent cure, though he officiated for several years in the 
Earishes of Milford and West Haven. He occupied 
is time principally in writing on theological subjedls, 
and was the author of a series of essays on the Chris- 
tian ministry, addressed to the Rev. Dr. Blatchford, 
a Congregational divine, who had an especial dislike 
of Episcopacy . He compiled and Dublished a book of 
chants, and a large work in the form of dissertations 
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on primitive psalmody, designed to show the impro- 
priety of singmg metre psalms in public worship, and 
the wisdom of returning to theancientpra^ceof chant- 
ing. After a life chequered by much trouble and su^ 
fering, he died in New York, April 6, 1 821, in the 
sixty-ninth year of his a^e. At one period of his minis- 
try, Dr. Smith enjoyed, m an eminent degree, the con- 
fidence of his brethren. Great respeft was paid to his 
opinion and learning. His intimate acquaintance with 
ecclesiastical history and his accurate retention of 
knowledge, enabled him, on all occasions, to give with 
readiness a full and instrudive answer to any question 
in the line of his profession. One memento of nis gen- 
ius is to be found in the Book of Common Prayer.The 
Office of Institution of Ministers into Parishes or Churches^ 
was the production of his pen. He prepared it at the 
request of the Annual Convention for 1799, and pre- 
sented it in form to the convocation of the clergy in 
Derby, in Connefticut, November 25th of the same 
year^ by whom it was adopted under the title of the 
Office of InduEliony and ordered to be printed. It was 
prescribed by the General Convention of 1 804, and 
finally established by the Convention of 1808, the 
name being changed from InduSiion to Institution and 
its use made to depend upon recommendation and not 
upon requisition. Dr. Smith had a great fondness for 
preaching extemporaneously,and (excepting his Scotch 
accent) he was always interesting and instrudtive, and 
frequently eloquent. His remarkable colloquial powers 
made him an agreeable companion — the rapidity of 
his thoughts oftentimes being as surprising as it was 
felicitous. He possessed a singular versatility of tal- 
ents, and was both a theologian and a scholar, a com- 
poser of church music, and a construftor of church 
organs ; and, but for the peculiarity of his tempera- 
ment and the infirmity ot his constitution, he might 
have been more useful in his day and generation/' 
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At a meeting of the Society of St. Paul's in 
April, 1791/^ Walter C, Gardiner '*• was ap- 
pointed lay reader. He afterwards became re<5lor 
of the church, and continued as such until the 
year 1794, after which the Rev. Joseph War- 
ren ^' was ele&ed re£tor, and officiated until the 
autumn of 1 805. 

At a meeting of the Society, on the third day 
of December, 1799, while the Rev. Mr. War- 
ren was pastor, it was voted, nine to two, to re- 
move the edifice of St. Paul's from the site where 
it was originally erected, in 1707, five miles 
further north, to the village of Wickford. It 
was also voted to build a new church on the site 
given by Dr. MacSparran for that purpose, on 
MacSparran Hill, so called, for the accommo- 
dation of the part of the parish residing in 
South Kingstown, and that the re£tor preach 
alternately in Wickford and South Kingstown. 
The church edifice was removed to Wickford,^*' 
^where it now stands, but none was ever built on 
the lot given by Dr. MacSparran. The site on 
which the old church stood, and the burial- 
ground attached, where the ashes of so many of 
its members repose, still belong to the Episcopal 
Church. 

Mr. Isaac B. Peirce,'" of Newport, was chosen 
lay reader of St. Paul's, in Wickford, and ofli- 
ciated in that chara<5ler from 1809 to i8i3.The 
Rev. James Bowers ^** was elcftcd redlor of the 
same church in 18 12, and continued to perform 
services in the parish, but mostly in the south por- 
tion, until the year 1 8 14. The church remained 
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vacant until 18 17, when Lemuel Burge'" was 
chosen lay reader, and officiated for two years. 
The parish was then supplied by the Rev. Pat- 
rick H. Folker/**for about one year. The Rev. 
Mr. Burge having obtained orders, returned and 
continued rector from May, 1 8 20, to Easter, 1 834. 
The church at Tower Hill in South Kingstown 
having been built while Mr. Burge was lay read- 
er, and consecrated in November, 18 18, he per- 
formed services in the North Kingstown and 
South Kingstown churches alternately. In June, 
1834, the Rev. Francis Peck'*' became redlor, 
and continued to officiate up to September, 1836. 
In 1837, the Rev. Mr. Burge was again elefted 
re(5lor, and officiated until Easter, 1 840, when, on 
account of ill health, he resigned. In the August 
succeeding, the Rev. John H. Rouse'** was cleft- 
ed re6tor, and now [1846] remains the incum- 
bent of St. Paul's, at Wickford, in North Kings- 
town, the parish having been divided in the year 
1832. Since the division, services have been per- 
formed in the Wickford andTower Hill churches 
by their respective pastors, as separate parishes. 

[The Rev. Mr. Rouse continued in the reftor- 
ship until 1849. He was followed, in the same 
year, by the Rev. Daniel Henshaw, who re- 
mained until 1853. ^^^ ^^"^^ ^' ^- Flanders was 
rcftor from 1 8 54 to 1 866, being absent, however, 
from September, 1861, to November, 1862, as 
chaplain of the Fourth Rhode Island Regiment, 
the Rev. W. H. Collins supplying his place. The 
Rev. James A. Sanderson held the rectorship 
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from 1866 to 1868. The Rev. Daniel Goodwin 
was redlor from 1869 to 1874, the Rev. George 
J. Magill from 1875 to the year 1876, the Rev. 
William W. Ayres from 1 876 to 1 887, the Rev. 

A.J. Thompson from 1887 ^"^^^ '^9^ ^"^ ^^^ 
Rev. Samuel Borden Smith from 1890 to 1897. 
The Rev. Frederick B. Cole, the present rec- 
tor (1907), took charge in 1897.] 
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WARWICK CHURCH 
A.D. 1726 to A.D. 1764 

T^he Lippitt Family. T^he Stafford Family. Richard 
Greene. Thomas Wickes. Colonel Christopher Greene. 

RESPECTING the Warwick Church/*^ in 
which Dr. MacSparran, Mr. Faycrwcathcr, 
and others officiated once a months I have been 
favoured with the following letter from William 
D. Brayton, Esq., of Warwick, a gentleman of 
antiquarian research : 

"In reply to your cnauiries relative to the old Epis- 
copal church in which tiie Rev. Dr. MacSparran offi- 
ciated in Warwick, I send you the best information 
which I have obtained on that subjeft. On the id of 
September, 1728, a lot of ground situated at equal 
distances from the present villages of Apponaug and 
East Greenwich, and between tne Post road and the 
present Stonington railroad, was conveyed by the Rev. 
George Pigot *to the Society in London for the Pro- 
pagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, for eredting 
a church according to the establishment of churches 
by law in England.' A church was accordingly ereftcd 
— a wooden building two stories in height, with a 
steeple and spire, fronting the Post road. After remain- 
ing unoccupied a long time, in a ruined state, it was 
taken down about the year 1764, by inhabitants from 
old Warwick, for the purpose of eredtingachurch there. 
The materials, having been conveyed to the shore, 
were scattered and lost during a storm which arose soon 
after. A number of graves, probably of individuals con- 
nefted with the church, are still to be seen upon the 
lot. The Rev. George rigot resided in Warwick a num- 
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ber of years, and owned a traft of land there. He pro- 
bably obtained the means^of ereding the church/* 

The congregation of Trinity Church in New- 
port, when they built their new church in 1726, 
"gave their old church to the people of War- 
wick, who had no church of their own.** It was 
by tradition floated from Newport to Coweset 
(the Indian name of this part of Warwick), and, 
when taken down, it was never rebuilt in Old 
Warwick, and there has not been any Episco- 
pal church in that town since.^' Some Episcopa- 
lians remain, but most of the families of that 
church have removed to Providence and else- 
where. 

We extradl the following entries from the re- 
cords relating to the Warwick Church : 

** April ii*^ 1736 Baptized at Coeset by M' 
McSparran two children viz^ Rebecca Pigot 
Daughter of Edward Pigot and Charles Dickin- 
son Son of Capt Jn' Dickinson.'* 

Edward Pigot,^* a brother of the Rev. George Pigot 
and a physician, came to Warwick soon after his bro- 
ther, but remained only a few years after he had re- 
moved to Marblehcad. John Dickinson^' was a mer- 
chant residing at Coweset, in Warwick, in 1 733 .Having 
£d]ed in busmess, he removed, after a few years, but 
to what place has not been ascertained. 

••Sept' 9* [1739] Dodlor MacSparran preached 
at y* Church of Warwick and admitted to y* 
Sacrament of y* Lord's Supper Mr. [6/anJ(\ 
Lavally." 

The Mr. Lavally,or Lcvally,'*^here mentioned was 
probably P//Srr Levally, who diied in Warwick in 1756 
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and was the ancestor of the Levallys in Warwick and 
Coventry. Whence the family emigrated has not been 
ascertained. Magdalene Levally,his daughter, married 
a Mr. King. Her children, John, Mary, Sarah, Ann^ 
and Samuel King were baptized by Dr. MacSparran. 

** Decern' 14*^ [1745] Dr MackSparran preached 
Mr. Moses Lippets' funeral Sermon and buryed 
him in his own Ground in Warwick. He died 
the 1 2* abt 1 1 in the forenoon.** 

Moses Lippit^' was a grandson of John Uppity 
who was one of the persons chosen and commissioned 
from Providence to organize the government under 
the first charter in 1 647. John soon after removed to 
Warwick, and died there, leaving two sons, John and 
Moses. Moses married Mary Knowles, a daughter of 
Henry Knowles.^ He left three daughters and an only 
son, Moses, who was a minor at the time of his father's 
death in 1703 and is the person mentioned by Dr. 
MacSparran in the Record. He married Anphillis 
Whipple, a daughter of Joseph Whipple,'*' of Provi- 
dence, November 20, 1707. She was reputed a woman 
of herculean strength. Their children were:(i) Moses, 
born January 17,1 709. (a) Jeremiah, January 27,1711. 
(3) Christopher, November 29, 1.712.(4) Joseph, Sep- 
tember 4, 171 5. (5) Anphillis, August 29, 1717. (6) 
Freelove, March 31, 1720. (7) Mary, December a, 
1723. (8) John, December 24, 1731. 

Moses married Wait Rhodes, a daughter of John 
Rhodes/^ April 26, 1732, and besides several daugh- 
ters, left but one son, Abraham Lippit, who was or- 
dained, September 7, 1782, elder of the Baptist church 
of old Warwick and moved to the western country in 

1793- 
Jeremiah married Welthan (or Welthyan) Greene, 

sister of Richard Greene (the subjed of another note), 

September 12, 1734. He was Town Clerk of War- 
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mck from June, i742> to his death in 1776^ with the 
exception of the year 1775. 

Joseph married Lucy Brown, daughter of Captain 
Thomas Brown^ofRehoboth, February 19, I746,and 
had two sons, Joseph and Thomas, and five daughters. 

Ann Phillis (or Anphillis) married, June 18, 1736, 
Abraham Francis,^ son of Abraham Francis, of Bos- 
ton, then deceased. She was educated in Boston ; en- 
gaged to Mr. Francis while residing at Boston, but 
married in Warwick. Mr. Francis was reported to be 
heir to most of the land on which Boston stood, but 
never obtained it. He did not live many years. 

Christopher married Catherine Holden, daughter 
of Anthony Holden,''^ January a, 1736, and was 
&ther of Colonel Christopher Lippit of the Revolu- 
tion. The Lippits owned a great estate in Warwick. 
Colonel Christopher Lippit was the eldest son, and 
inherited the estate of his father under the old law. 
Respeding Colonel Lippit, John Howland, Esq., Pre- 
sident of the Rhode Island Historical Society, has fur- 
nished the following notice: 

"Christopher Lippit was a member of the General 
Assembly. In January, 1776, he was appointed Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel of the regiment raised by the State. 
Colonel Harry Babcock was commander, but shordy 
quit the service and Lieutenant-Colonel Lippit was 
promoted to the office of Colonel. I enlisted m Cap- 
tain Dexter*s company. We were stationed on the is- 
land of Rhode Island. The regiment was taken into 
the Continental service, and the officers were commis- 
sioned by Congress. After the disastrous battie of 
Long Island, we were ordered to join Washington's 
army at New York. On the 31st of December, 1776, 
while the army under Washington was in Jersey, the 
term of all the Continental troops expired except Lip- 
pit's regiment, who had eighteen days more to serve. 
The brigade to which they were attached consisted of 
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five regiments, thrccof which (Vamum*s, Hitchcock's, 
and Lippit's) were from Rhode Island. Colonel Hitch- 
cock commanded the brigade, and Lippit*s regiment 
counted more than one-tnird of the whole. This was 
the time which tried both soul and body. We had by- 
order of the General left our tents at Bristol, on the 
other side of the Delaware. We were standing on 
frozen ground, covered with snow. The hope of the 
Commander-in-chief was sustained by the charafter of 
these half-frozen, half-starved men, that he could per- 
suade them to serve another month until the new re- 
cruits should arrive. He made the attempt and it suc- 
ceeded. General Mifflin, at his request, addressed our 
men ; he did it well. The request of the General was 
acceded to by our unanimously poising the firelock as 
a signal. Within two hours after this vote, we were 
on our march to Trenton. Colonel Lippit's regiment 
was in the battle of Trenton. When retreating over the 
bridge, it being narrow, our platoons were, in pass- 
ing it, crowded into a dense and solid mass, in the 
rear of which the enemy were making their best ef- 
forts." The calm and dauntless heroism of General 
Washington and the staid coolness of his horse, in 
this hour of carnage, are too impressive and thrilling 
to be omitted." The noble horse of General Washing- 
ton," he continues, "stood with his breast pressed 
close against the end of the west rail of the bridge; 
and the firm, composed and majestic countenance of 
the General inspired confidence and assurance in a mo- 
ment so important and critical. In this passage across 
the bridge, it was my fortune to be next to the west 
rail and, arriving at the end of the bridge rail, I was 
pressed against the shoulder of the General's horse 
and in contad with the boot of the General. The horse 
stood as firm as the rider and seemed to understand 
that he was not to quit his post and station. They did 
not succeed in their attempt to cross the bridge. Al- 
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though the creek was fordable between the bridge and 
the Delaware, they declined attempdnga passagethere, 
in the hct of those who presented a more serious ob- 
strudion than the water. On one hour — yes, on forty 
minuteSyCommencing at the moment when the British 
first saw the bridge and creek before them — depended 
the all-important, the all-absorbing question, whether 
we should be independent States or conquered rebels ! 
Had the army of Cornwallis within that space crossed 
the bridge or forded the creek, unless a miracle had in- 
tervened, there would have been an end of the Ameri- 
can army. If any fervent mind should doubt this, it 
must be from its not knowing the state of our few 
half-starved, half-frozen, feeble, worn-out men, with 
old fowling pieces for muskets, and half of them with- 
out bayonets — and the States so disheartened, dis- 
couraged, and poor, that they sent no reinforcements, 
no recruits to supply the places of this handful of men, 
who, but the day before, had volunteered to remain 
with their venerated and beloved commander for thirty 
days more. General Mercer fell in the adion the next 
day at Princeton. 

"Colonel Lippit was in the battle of Princeton. The 
Commander-in-chief, after the adion, took the com- 
mander-in-chief of our brigade by the hand (Colonel 
H itchcock), expressing his high approbation of his con- 
dud and that of the troops he commanded, and wished 
him to communicate his thanks to his officers and men. 
We retired to Morristown about the third day after our 
arrival.The commander of our brigade. Colonel H itch- 
cock, died from the sufferings he had experienced in 
this dreadful campaign. He was a very accomplished 
gentleman, and a fine officer — few of the generals ex- 
ceeded or equalled him in talents. He was educated at 
Yale. After this the brigade was broken up and sent 
to different stations, ours to a place called Chatham. 
We were discharged in February and returned home/' 
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Colonel Lippit continued in service during the war. 
He afterwards removed into Cranston^' and was ap- 
pointed Major General of State's militia. He died on 
his farm in Cranston. 

Charles Lippit,'^* the brother of Colonel Lippit^ 
died in Providence in August, 1845, %^^ ninety-one 
— the oldest man in Providence. Mr. Charles Lippit 
was an officer in the Revolutionary war, was for many 
years a member of the General Assembly from Provi- 
dence, and through a long life sustained an exemplary 
charader of integrity and honour. 

"June 8**" [1746] Sunday in the Morning abt 8 
of the Clock Dr MacSparran baptized by Im- 
mersion a young woman named Patience Staf- 
ford Daughter of Sam' Stafford of Warwick, and 
then from Mr. Francis^ rode to the Chh read 
Prayers and preach"* there, and in the Afternoon 
reached Home/' 

Samuel Stafford was a descendant of Thomas Staf- 
ford,^' who settled in Warwick in 165a, and died in 
1 677,leavingthreesons,Thomas,Samuel,and Joseph, 
and two daughters. 

Samuel'^' married Mercy Westcott, a daughter of 
Stukeley Westcott/^^ and died in 171 8, aged eighty- 
two years, leaving two sons and four daughters. The 
elder son, Amos,' married Mary Burlingame, daugh- 
ter of Roger Burlingame,''^ senior, December 1 9, 1 6 8 9. 
Samuel, his eldest son, was born September 24, 1692; 
married a daughter of Samuel Bennett"^ June 20, 1 7 1 7. 

Of Thomas, the ancestor, there is this tradition in the 
family : that he was a millwright, came from Warwick- 
shire in England, landed or was at Plymouth about 
1626 and built the first water corn-mill there; that 
he afterwards came to Providence and built the mill 
of John Smith ; '" and that, after his settlement at Old 
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Warwick, he built for the Shawomet settlers their grist 
mill. A descendant of the ^mily has communicated 
the following memoir: ''It appears that Thomas Staf- 
ford was bom probably between the years 1 600 and 
1610, and emigrated from Warwickshire, England, to 
Plymouth, New England, in 1626, or about that time. 
The first settlement at Plymouth was in 1620, and of 
course he was one of the earliest settlers in this coun- 
try. He was a millwright and at Plymouth ereded a 
grist mill, said to have been the first in New England 
which ground com by water. It appears that from some 
cause he did not remain there long, but removed to Pro- 
vidence. Here he ereded the first grist mill in Rhode 
Island, situated at the north end of the town near 
Mill Bridge. Without remaining there long, he again 
removed, this time to Old Warwick, where he spent the 
remainder of his days. He secured to himself a con- 
siderable trad of land at the head of the mill cove, in- 
cluding the present mill seat, where he ereded another 
grist mill. He lived on the north side of the mill 
stream, where stands the house, which is now owned 
by Amos Greene and was formerly the property of the 
I^ppit fiimily. His wife's name was Elizabeth, but 
whether he married before or after his arrival in this 
country cannot be ascertained, nor can any particulars 
in reference to his family, except that he had three sons, 
viz., Thomas, Samuel, and Joseph; and three daugh- 
ters, Hannah, Sarah, and Deborah. Thomas married 
Jane Dodge, Samuel married Mercy Westcott, daugh- 
ter of Stukeley Westcott,'^^ and Joseph married Sarah 
Holden, daughter of Randall Holden.^^' Samuel Staf- 
ford ^ succeeded to his father's estate, where he died 
at the advanced age of eighty-two, leaving two sons, 
Amos and Thomas. Thomas ^^ inherited the home- 
stead, including the mill, and Amos ^** fixed his resi- 
dence about half a mile northwest, where he built a 
house (which was burnt in the occupancy of his grand- 
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son, Thomas, in the year 1767, being the same spot 
where the mansion house now stands). He (Amos) 
had thirteen children, only five of whom survived him, 
viz., two sons, Samuel and Amos, and three daugh- 
ters, Mary, Marcy, and Freelove. Probably there 
never liveda more industrious, indefatigable man than 
this. It was a maxim of his : ^ Four hours is enough for 
any one to sleep.' He belonged to the Society of. 
Friends, as did his wife and family. He held the of-. 
fice of town treasurer for several years. About two 
years before his death he became blind, and died in 
the year 1760, in the ninety-fifth year of his age. His 
daughter, who attended him in his last sickness, was 
upwards of seventy years of age. His wife was six 
days younger than himself; after his decease she lived 
six days and died, having lived to the precise age of 
her husband — a more remarkable circumstance, as it 
was conneded with such extraordinary longevity. 

^^ I would mention one more incident in relation to 
the times — Samuel Gorton,^^ Randall H olden, and 
others, were taken from an adjoining lot, situated on 
the north side of the mill pond, by the authority of 
Massachusetts, carried to Boston, and there tried for 
their lives for heresy. These men had assembled in a 
block-house which had been previously eredted, to 
proteft them from the natives, who were very hos- 
tile. They capitulated or surrendered on condition of 
good treatment, relying on the justice of their cause 
and their religion. After going through their trial, they 
were neither condemned nor acquitted, but detained, 
and finally permitted to return to their settlement. 
On this lot, where originally stood this block-house, 
was the family burying-groundof the first millwright 
in New England." 

"April 21*^ [sic] [1750] Dr. MacSparran bap- 
tized by Immersion at Warwick Elizabeth Green 
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wife of Richard Green/** and by Affusion Wel- 
than Lippet wife of Jeremiah Lippet ^^ and sis- 
ter of said Richard." 

"Saturday June y* 12*^ 1756 Dr. MacSpar- 
ran administered Baptism, by total Immersion 
to two young women at Warwick, viz* Eliza- 
beth Green, Jun' Daughter of Richard Green 
and Elizabeth his wife, and to Sarah Hammet, 
Daughter of an Anabaptist Teacher there Some 
time ago dead/' 

Richard Greene was a son of Richardi and grandson 
of Thomas ''* Greene, a brother of Deputy Governor 
John Grccne.^**He had a son,Thomas,^'^who was fa- 
ther of the present Judge Thomas Wickes Greene.'''* 
He was bom on the seventeenth day of April, 1702. 
His wife was Elizabeth Godfrey ,^'^ of Newport. He 
resided in Old Warwick, in the house which had been 
the home of his grandfather, Thomas Greene, had been 
occupied as a garrison house in the Indian war, and, 
being of stone, had escaped the general destru6tion 
in which the town was involved at that time. It was 
originally built by John Smith, who was President of 
the Colony^ in 1649 (^^^ who died in 1663), and 
upon the lot originally set off to him. It stood partly 
upon the site of the present dwelling of Judge Tho- 
mas Wickes Greene, to make room for which it was 
taken down by him. 

Thomas Greene,^' the brother of the first Richard 
above mentioned, left but one son, John,^* who suc- 
ceeded to his father's estate, at Potowomut, and died 
there. Richard,thesonof John,called^' Richard Greene 
ofPotowomut," was bom Odober4, 1725. He married 
Sarah Fry,^ daughter of Thomas Fry, of East Green- 
wich, September a8, 1746, and died June 19, 1779. 
Mrs. Lc Baron,*** a descendant of the late " Richard 
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Greene^ of Potowomut/' communicates the foUovnng 
notice of him: 

"Richard Greene, son of John of Potowomut, 
where he was born, was a branch of the Stone Castle 
Greenes, so called from our progenitors having built 
a castle '*^ '^ of that material soon after their arrival 
in North America, for defence against the attacks of 
the Indians. John Greene, of Stone Castle memory^ 
reached here with his wife and five children in 1630; '^^ 
he was one of the Greenes of Awkley Hall,''*in Eng- 
land. They were of the Established Church. John the 
first, after burying his wife in Warwick, returned to 
England, and married a second wife; who, with him- 
self was also interred at a place called Conimicut. I 
once enquired of one of the oldest of our race with 
whom I have been acquainted, what she imagined 
could have induced them, as they possessed property^ 
to leave their comfortable homes in Europe. She re- 
plied, * I cannot tell, unless they had roving disposi- 
tions.' ^ Richard Greene of Potowomut,' and Sarah 
Fry, daughter of Thomas Fry of East Greenwich^ 
were married September 28, 1746 — so says the re- 
cord. Mr. Greene owned a farm in Coventry, which 
was large and valuable; another in West Greenwich — 
the number of acres in either I do not know. That 
on which he resided I have heard contained two thou- 
sand acres/^^ I do not believe the number was so great, 
but am quite certain it was usually stocked with eight 
hundred sheep, and horses and cattle in abundance. 
His furniture and wines were imported from England. 
Servants, both white and coloured, were numerous. 
There was much splendour in his housekeeping for 
the times in which he lived. His always employing an 
overseer (who was regularly attached to the family), 
accounts for his having leisure to entertain more com- 
pany, perhaps, than any other private gentleman in 
Rhode Island, and he was remarkable tor very great 
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hospitality. A large proportion of his visitors were 
some of the most distinguished personages of the day. 
After the decease of my grandmother, in 1775, my 
mother conduded her nither's household afiairs and 

E resided at his table; and I well remember to have 
eard her say, that Governor Bradford *•* was a fre- 
Suent and highly esteemed guest. Of the clergy, the 
lev. Mr. Fogg ^^ and the Rev. Mr. Fayerweather "* 
she mentioned as often having met there. General Var- 
num,*** Judge Lightfoot,^ the Browns of Provi- 
dence,'^ and the Hancocks and Quincys of Massa- 
chusetts visited him. The last time I was in South 
Carolina, the O'Harras "^ bore testimony to his hos- 
pitality and ssud that they had experienced the greatest 
kindness and civility at his house. When I saw them 
they were very old and very wealthy. His children 
were fourteen in number, eleven of whom survived 
him. The education of his family was particularly at- 
tended to, he having always employed a competent 
private tutor. His children were instrufted at home 
until they were of a suitable age to be sent abroad to 
boarding schools. He was a handsome man of the 
middle size, his complexion light, eyes blue, and his 
hair a rich brown; his head being set forward a little 
more than common gave him the appearance of a 
slight stoop. He, like myself, was not a ready writer, 
but possessed great conversational powers and had 
that most happy faculty of always selefting the words 
most proper for expressing his ideas pleasingly. He 
dressed with taste and was scrupulously neat in his 
person. At the commencement of the Revolution, he 
viewed it as a rebellion against lawful authority ; but 
I firmly believe he ever remained stridly neutral, al- 
though he was accused of aiding and assisting the Bri- 
tish — because he refused to sell the produce of his 
farms in large quantities to be sold again at an exor- 
bitant price, but kept it and had it dealt out to the 
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sd h zzd for vhar it was in rtaStj 
bad no doner vere tizmisliedwitb- 
cu: prcs. Fcr liiis rcascs zzd for shdtenisg and pro- 
tccrrg the irfc and lirrlc children of a person who 
zid zed to Canada to escape cnd cseive d pcisccu tion^ 
he vas suspected of Toryism and suficred much in 
the loss cf prop^ertT. His bcildicgs were fired and an 
cEcer with an armed force attempted to diiTe his cat- 
tic from his farm, pretending to believe they were in- 




{s.rr.:r/ and h:s had been beTore on the closest terms 
of intimacy, butthefriendship was neverafter renewed. 
H e never purchased soldiers' certificates, nor ever paid 
a debt in Continental money. He was called by the 
common people, 'King Richard,' to distinguish i 
from others of the same name; not because of 
loyalty to the Crown, but for his charity to the poor 
and his magnificent manner of living. He was fond 
of cards, which displeased his father, a zealous Qua- 
ker, and on that account, I think, he discontinued 
playing. His outer doors were never fastened. . . . He 
never had what we call watchers, when a death oc- 
curred in his family, but always, himself, slept in the 
room with the corpse. 

" My grandfather was, for more than twenty years, 
afflicfled with a cancerous tumour, for which he had 
been twice operated upon ; and, in 1 778 or 1 779, went 
to Newport (which was then garrisoned), with a flag 
of truce for the benefit of the advice of the British sur- 
geons, accompanied by my mother, his eldest daugh- 
ter, and Dr. William Bowen,***' of Providence, who in- 
tended to remain during my grandfather's stay, but 
was not permitted to land. Cicuta was one of the reme- 
dies prescribed,and,unfortunately,he took too power- 
fiil a dose. (He intended to leave the next day for 
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home.) The efFed soon warned him of the approach of 
death. He went to his chamber, followed by my mo- 
ther;gave her some necessary diredtions ; said, if he had 
been less liberal, he should have leftamuch largerpatri- 
mony for his children, but did not regret it, as there was 
still enough; advised her never to absent herself from 
church,and desired that none of his descendants should 
submit to the knife in case of cancer. Thus, calmly, on 
the. 19th of July, 1779,*** died this noble gentleman 
and poor man's friend. The large estate which Mr. 
Greene owned and lived on, in Potowomut, is now 
fi 847] chiefly owned by Mrs. Hope Ives,^'' widow of 
the late Thomas P. Ives, Esq., of Providence.'' 

John Hammett [father of Sarah Hammett, men- 
tioned in the above extrad from the Parish Register] 
was, on the i8th of June, 1 744, ordained an assistant 
to Manasseh Martin, the elder of the Six-Principle 
Baptist Church in Warwick,^' and is spoken of, by 
the historian of that church, as an eminent servant of 
Christ, by whose ministry many gladly received the 
Word. He baptized, May, 1750, at Freetown, Mary 
Wells and Isabella Sweet, both deaf and dumb. 

He died, as the same historian says, ^Mn the height 
of his usefulness, zeal, and ministerial labours; "he was 
*' suddenly called to his reward in Christ, December aS, 
1752," and that it was ^'a solemn event, and caused 
great grief to the church and congregation at large, 
among whom he had laboured in dispensing the word 
of life." 

"May y* 19*^ 1753 At the old Town of War- 
wick, at Mrs. Lippet*s,^* were baptized by Dr. 
MacSparran, Mary Wicks, Daughter of Thomas 
Wicks'^ and Ruth,*^ his wife, &c." 

" Saturday June y* 12*^ 1756 read Prayers and 
preached y* Same Day at Mrs. Lippet's and 
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aptlzed Elizabeth Wickes, Daughter of Thos 
/ickes, and Ruth, his wife/* 

Thomas Wxckes**** was a son of John Wickcs,*** a 
presentative in the General Assenfibly fronfi War- 
ick in 1706-7, and from 1709 to 1715; was assist- 
it [senator] from 171 5 to 1738, and in 1740 and 
^41 ; town clerk from 17 12 to his death in Decern- 
;r, 1742, with the exception of the year 1720; and 
urth in descent from John Wickes,*^ one of the first 
ttlers of Shawomet, and fellow-sufferer with Samuel 
orton.^** Of this ancestor, Callender says: "He was 
un by the Indians, 1675, a ^^^ ancient man/' He 
;came,infad,oneof the firstvidims within the colony 
'Rhode Island of the war of 1675. ^^ relation to his 
:ath there is this tradition : that on the approach of 
mger, when garrisons had been provided, and the in- 
ibitants had generally repaired to them, he could not 
^ persuaded that he required any protedion against 
e natives. From his past experience of their uniform 
ndnessand good-will towards him personally, he was 
3w to believe himself in danger, and to the oft-re- 
rated admonitions of his friends to be more careful 
' his safety, his answer was, that he had no fears of in- 
ry from the Indians — that they would not hurt him. 
^iththis mistaken confidence in their fidelity, he ven- 
red beyond the protedion of the garrisons; andgo- 
g at evening into the woods in search of his cows, 
t did not return. His fate was first known to his 
ends on seeing his head set upon a pole, near his 
vn dwelling, on the following morning. This they im- 
ediately — and before venturing in search of the body 
-buried near the stone garrison, and within a few rods 

it. The body, which was found on the succeeding 
ly, was interred beside the head, but in a distind 
ave; and two little hillocks, which mark the spot, arc 
ill shown as the grave of John Wickes. 
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Your condud as a magistrate gives general sadsfaftion 
to the public. It was the unanimous opinion of the 
gentlemen of this town, that there was a necessity of 
your continuance for another year at least. I would 
therefore request that you would make up no deter- 
mination to the contrary until the eledion,and then, if 
you can't be convinced that it is your duty to stand 
another year, the General Assembly must choose some 
other person in your room, which I hope you will not 
give them the trouble of doing. I am, with respeA, 

Your friend and humble servant, 

Darius Sessions 

Mr. Wickes continued a senator, and was reeleded for 
the year 177 c. After his reeledion in April of that year, 
the Battle or Lexington occurred, and the '^ Army of 
Observation'' was raised, against which measure Mr. 
Wickes joined Governor Wanton in a protest (which 
the reader will see under the head of Wanton), wishing 
to avoid, if possible, the ultimate resort to arms by 
further negotiation. Blood had been shed, public opin- 
ion had become exasperated, dispassionate counsels 
were unheeded, and Mr. Wickes, at the general elec- 
tion in May of that year, declined serving in the office, 
to which he had been eleded, and Mr. James Arnold, 
junior, was, by the Legislature, elefted to supply his 
place. Mr. Wickes retired to private life, quietly oc- 
cupied his plantation and enjoyed the society of his 
friends, who always received a welcome reception at his 
hospitable board; and spent the remainder of his days 
in the bosom of his family and in the social circles of 
Old Warwick. The late Honourable Elisha R. Potter 
knew Mr. Wickes well and spoke of him as an ac- 
complished planter of the old school, firm in purpose, 
courteous in manner, scrupulously exaft in all his 
worldly relations and fond of the social intercourses 
of life. 
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"Thursday July 22* 1756 As I came home from 
Providenceyl took Warwick in my way, and 
baptized by Immersion an adult named Phebe 
Low alias Greene, Daughter of Philip Greene, 
Esq"* of Warwick, and wife of one Captain 
Low/' 

Philip Greene •'• was a son of Major Job Greene, 
a grandson of Deputy Governor John Greene ^"^ and 
the father of Colonel Christopher Greene, of the Rev- 
olution, and married Elizabeth Wickes, a sister of 
Thomas Wickes. Respecting Colonel Christopher 
Greene, so justly distinguished for his gallantry in the 
Revolution, John Howland, President of the Rhode 
Island Historical Society,in a letter dated Odober 23, 

1845, ^y^* 

** I received yours a few days since, and will, so far 
as my recolledion extends, comply with your request. 
Colonel Greene was a most valuable officer, and an 
honour to the State; but it is most unfortunate for his 
memory that so few public or private materials resped- 
ing him are now in existence. Whenever I recur to the 
events of the Revolution, or to the charaders of those 
of Rhode Island who bore such conspicuous parts in 
what ought to form a prominent feature in its history, 
I am vexed, and disposed to say hard things of those 
who had it in their power to preserve such documents 
as would have ennched our history, and have done 
ample Justice to the charaders of our then most es- 
teemed and valuable citizens. 

"Major John S. Dexter,'" of this State, was for a 
long time an assistant or deputy in the office of the Ad- 
jutant-General of the United States Army, and con- 
sequently had access to all the orders or the Com- 
mander-in-chief colleded in that department. During 
the presidency of Washington and Adams, he held 
an important office in the Finance Department of the 
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^^To compensate for any defeft in my personal 
knowledge of Colonel Greene, I would specially refer 
you to the memoirs of the southern war, by Colonel 
Henry Lee. There you find an account of the Red 
Bank battle, and in the appendix a biography of him — 
doubtless written by one of his &mily, as it contains 
notices of his ancestors which Lee could not otherwise 
have known. In one item I think Lee was mistaken; 
he calls him Captain Greene at the attack on Quebec. 
I am certain he was then Major ^^^ and soon s^er his 
exchange, was made Lieutenant-Colonel. I do not 
think that a life of Greene, unless you add extraneous 
matters, will be of sufficient compass to fill a book ; 
and if you add that of Major Thayer,''^ who was one 
of the best officers in the service,it will help the size of 
the volume, and you will find an account of Thayer 
also in the appendix of Lee's memoir. In any notices 
of Thayer, a copy of General Varnum's account of the 
delinquency of Colonel Sam Smith,'** and of Thayer's 
taking the command of Mud Island, ought to be an- 
nexed; and of Smith's keeping the sword presented by 
Congress to the defender ofthat post, instead of de- 
livenng it to Major Thayer, to whom it justly be- 
longed. 

"A volume could be written injustice to the char- 
after of Silas Talbot/'^ of Rhode Island. He v/zsgreaf 
both by land and sea, and in Congress. 

"On second thought, I have no doubt that I must 
have seen Colonel Greene on Rhode Island, in Sulli- 
van's expedition, in 1778, as I then was in the Provi- 
dence militia regiment, commanded by Colonel Ma- 
thews,^*^and this regiment composed a part of the bri- 
gade of which Colonel Greene was the commander. 

"The sword voted by Congress to Colonel Greene 
for his defence of Red Bank, did not arrive from France, 
where it was made, until some time after the death of 
the Colonel, and it was then transmitted, with a letter 
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from General Knox» to Job Greene/'^ the Colonel's 
eldest son. The second son of the Colonel/'' who was 
a young man of education, and fine talents and ad- 
dress, settled at first in this town in business; and, af- 
ter the decease of his elder brother, had possession of 
the sword. He removed hence to Charleston, South 
Carolina, and carried the sword with him. His name 
and connedions, with his fine talents, induced the citi- 
zens to invite him to deliver a Fourth of July oration, 
which was highly applauded, and printed. He sent one 
to be presented to our Providence Library Company. 
He married a lady in Charleston, but the southern 
fever carried him off in the next year; had he lived, 
he would have been distinguished in civil life, as his 
fiither was in military. I have never heard of the sword 
since,''^ but suppose it is still preserved by the family 
of his wife. When I understood that Colonel Henry 
Lee was writing and about to publish his history of 
the southern war, I sent out to him by one Richard 
Jackson, the G^z^//^ containing General Vamum's ac- 
count of Smith's leaving Mud Island and Thayer's*'* 
taking the command, and the mistake made by Con- 
gress in voting the sword to Smith''* instead of 
Thayer, who did all the fighting; but Smith being 
then a powerful leader of the jacobin party in the Sen- 
ate, Lee thought best not to insert the account en- 
tire, but omitted in his story any account of the sword 
in question, and gave high credit to Thayer, who de- 
served it. 

'* General Greene was an able General, but how he 
would have stood in a subordinate station we cannot 
tell. Silas Talbot*'* however, was qualified for any sta- 
tion. He excelled as a partisan officer on the land, and 
as an able and successful commander on the ocean. He 
was the most popular of any officer in this State as a 
military commander, and why his life has not been 
written is not to be accounted for. After the war he set- 
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tied in the State of New York, 2nd was eleded a mem- 
ber of Congress, where he was on the most impor- 
tant committees." 

The biography of Colonel Greene in the Appendix 
of ^he War in the Southern 'Department^ by Colonel 
H. Lee, referred to by Mr. Howland, is subjoined as 
follows : 

'^ Christopher Greene, Lieutenant-Colonel, Com- 
mandant of one of the Rhode Island regiments in the 
service of Congress during the Revolutionary war, was 
born in the town of Warwick, in the State of Rhode 
Island, in the year 1737. His father, Philip Greene, 
Esq.,*'*' was descended from John Greene, Esq.,^* one 
of the earliest settlers of Massachusetts Bay. The lat- 
ter gentleman emigrated from England in the year 1 63 5, 
and settled in Salem — now a well-improved, open, but 
commercial town. Mr. Greene, soon after his arrival, 
purchased from the Indian sachems, Miantonomi and 
Socononoco,a part of the township of Warwick, called 
Occupasuetuxet, which property is still possessed by 
some of his descendants. He left three sons, the pro- 
genitors of a numerous and respedable race of men, 
successively distinguished, as well by the highest offices 
in the gift of their country, as by their talents, their use- 
fulness, and goodness. 

" Philip Greene, the father of the Lieutenant-Col- 
onel, was a gentleman of the first respedlability in the 
State, beloved for his virtues, and admired for the hon- 
ourable discharge of the duties of the various stations 
to which he was called — the last of which placed him 
on the bench as a judge of the Superior Court of the 
State. A father so situated could not but cherish the 
intelleftual powers of his progeny with the utmost 
attention. Christopher received all the advantages in 
the best line of education procurable in the country, 
which he took care to improve by the most arduous 
application. He was particularly attached to the study 



140 The Narragansett Church 

ofmathemadcs, in which he made proficiency, and thus 
laid up a stock of knowledge exadly suitable for that 
profession to which he was afterwards unexpeftedly 
called. Exhibiting in early life his capacity and amia- 
bility, he was eleded by his native town to a seat in 
the Colonial Legislature in Odober, 1 770, and he con- 
tinued to fill the same, by successive eledions, until 
Odober, 177a. In 1774, the Legislature wisely es- 
tablished a military corps, styled ' Kentish Guards,' 
for the purpose of fitting the most seleft of her youth 
for military offices. In this corps young Greene was 
chosen a lieutenant, and in May, 1775, he was ap-^ 
pointed by the Legislature a major in what was then 
called * An Army of Observation,' our brigade of six- 
teen hundred eflfedives under the orders of his near 
relative, Brigadier-General Greene, afterwards so cele- 
brated. 

*' From this situation he was promoted to the com- 
mand of a company of in&ntry in one of the regiments 
raised by the State for continental service. The regi- 
ment to which he belonged was attached to the army 
of Canada, condufted by General Montgomery, in the 
vicissitudes and difficulties of which campaign Captain 
Greene*" shared, evincing upon all occasions that un- 
yielding intrepidity which marked his military condu<5t 
in every subsequent scene. In the attack upon Que- 
bec, which terminated the campaign as well as the life 
of the renowned Montgomery, Captain Greene be- 
longed to the column which entered the lower town, 
and was made prisoner. His elevated mind ill brooked 
the irksomeness of captivity, though in the hands of 
the enlightened and humane Carleton ; and it has been 
uniformly asserted that, while a prisoner, Greene often 
declared that 'he would never again be taken alive;' 
a resolution unhappily fulfilled. 

^ As soon as Captain Greene was exchanged, he re- 
paired to his r^ment, with which he continued with- 
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out intermission, performing with exemplary propric 
the various duties of his progressive stations, when 1 
was promoted to the majority of Varnum's regimen 
In 1777, he succeeded to the command of the regi 
ment, and was selefted by Washington to take com* 
. : mand of Fort Mercer (commonly called Red Bank), 

the safe-keeping of which post, with that of Fort Mif- 
! : flin (Mud Island) was very properly deemed of pri- 
mary importance. The noble manner in which Colo- 
[''.'! nel Greene sustained himself against a superior force 

of veteran troops, led by an officer of ability, has been 

? partially related, ... as well as the well-earned rc- 

I ' ! wards which followed his memorable defence. Con- 

' . ' I summating his military fame by his achievements on 

I . • . that proud day, he could not be overlooked by the 

. ' j. Commander-in-chief, when great occasions called for 

i great exertions. Greene was accordingly attached with 

-! : i his regiment to the troops placed under Major Sulli- 

i '; I I van, wr the purpose of breaking up the enemy's post 

on Rhode Island, soon after the arrival of the French 
fleet under the command of D'Estaing, in the summer 
I 1 of 1778; which well-concerted enterprise was marred 

\ I in its execution by some of those incidents which 

i I abound in war, and especially when the enterprise is 

* |- complicated, and entrusted to allied forces and requires 

naval cooperation. Returning to headquarters. Colonel 
Greene continued to serve under the Commander-in- 
chief, whose confidence and esteem he invariably en- 
\ joyed. 

"In the spring of 1 78 1 , when General Washington 
began to expecfl the promised naval aid from our best 
! friend, the ill-fated Louis XVI, he occasionally ap- 

I proached the enemy's lines on the side of York Is- 

land. In one of these movements. Colonel Greene, 
; with a suitable force, was posted on the Croton River, 

in advance of the army. On the other side of this river 
lay a corps of refugees (American citizens who had 
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men, several sword cuts on the head and many in dif- 
ferent parts of the body/ Thus cruelly mangled fell the 
generous conqueror of Count Donop, whose wounds, 
as well as those of his unfortunate associates, had been 
tenderly dressed as soon as the battle terminated, and 
whose pains and sorrows had been as tenderly assuaged. 
How different was the relentless funr here displayed! 
The Commander-in-chief heard witn anguish and in- 
dignation the tragical fate of his loved, his fSuthful 
friend and soldier, in whose feelings the army sincerely 
participated. On the subsequent day the corpse was 
brought to headquarters and the funeral was solem- 
nized with military honours and universal grief. 

^' Lieutenant-Colonel Greene was murdered in the 
meridian of life, being only forty-four years old. He 
married, in 1757, Miss Anne Lippit,*** a daughter of 
Jeremiah Lippit, Esq., of Warwick, whom he left a 
widow, with three sons and four daughters. He was 
stout and strong in person, about five feet ten inches 
high, with a broad, round chest; his asped manly and 
demeanour pleasing; enjoying always a high state of 
health, its bloom irradiated a countenance which sig- 
nificantly expressed the fortitude and mildness invan- 
ably displayed throughout his life." 

The Captain Low mentioned was Anthony Low.**^ 
He was descended from Anthony Low, of Swansea, 
who resided in Warwick from the year 1656, when he 
was admitted a freeman, till the Indian war of 1675. 
His dwelling having been burned in March of that 
year, he returned to Swansea. This ancestor was the 
person spoken of by Captain Church,as the individual 
who volunteered from friendship and the interest he 
felt in the success of his cause, to carry him from New- 
port to Seaconnet and thence to Sandwich, in July, 
1676, at the risk of vessel and cargo. 



Chapter Twentieth 145 

November, 18 18, This parish in June, 1834, 
was incorporated by the name of St. Luke's 
Church; afterwards in Odtober, 1838, the cor- 
porate name was changed to St. Paul's, and ser- 
vices were performed in the new church instead 
of at the Glebe. In 1833, the church at Tower 
Hill obtained an appropriation from the Rhode 
Island Convocation for a missionary to preach 
regularly in the Tower Hill church. The Rev. 
Erastus De Wolf,**' one of the missionaries of 
the Convocation, accepted their call, and per- 
formed services in the Tower Hill church for 
about eight months. He was then sent as a mis- 
sionary to Westerly. As soon as the two churches 
were supplied with separate services, the lands 
that had been given to St. Paul's in North Kings- 
town (the property having been obtained ori- 
ginally by the joint contributions of both pa- 
rishes), were satisfadtorily divided," and from 
that time alternate services by the same re£tor 
ceased. 

In the autumn of 1834, the parish of Tower 
Hill again called the Rev. Mr. De Wolf to be- 
come its minister, and he continued reftor un- 
til 1838, when he left. The Rev. Francis Vin- 
ton^'' succeeded Mr. De Wolf. In 1840, the 
Church of the Ascension, at Wakefield, having 
been erefted and consecrated, the members of 
the church at Tower Hill joined the Wakefield 
church, and, since, there have been but occa- 
sional services held at Tower Hill ***" by the rec- 
tor of the Wakefield church. 
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EAST GREENWICH CHURCH 
ISt. Luke's CJkMTcA} 

A Church was organized at East Greenwich, 
August 10, 1 833, through the missionary labours 
of the Rev. Sylvester Nash/" The church was 
ere£ted and consecrated as St. Luke's Church, on 
the 1 7th of April, 18 34. Mr. Nash continued pas- 
tor of the church until April, 1 840. He was suc- 
ceeded on the 1 2th of July following by the Rev, 
William H. Moore.*'* In December, 1841, the 
Rev. Silas A. Crane '" became rcdtor, and the 
church is now [i 847] under his pastoral charge. 
Communicants, forty. 

[Dr. Crane died July 16,1 872, the parish being sup- 
plied, for some time afterwards, by the Rev. Joseph 
M. Turner. In the early part of 1 874 the Rev. George 
Pomeroy Allen became reftor of St. Luke's, remain- 
ing about five years. During his redlorship a large 
church of granite was built. 

While the Rev. Daniel Goodwin was in charge of 
the parish, from September, 1 879, to November, 1 892, 
the considerable indebtedness upon the edifice was 
paid and the church consecrated, Odlober 18, 1880. 
From the early part of 1893, f^^ about one year, the 
Rev. Frank I. Paradise was reftor of St. Luke's, being 
followed by the Rev. Francis B. Whitcomc, who re- 
mained until 1899, a parish house being built during 
his pastorate. In the autumn of 1899, the Rev. Wil- 
liam Worthington became redor and is still (1907) 
in charge.] 

KINGSTON CHURCH 
ISt. Peters^ 

The Rev. Mr. De Wolf,*'^ missionary at Tower 
Hill, held clerical services at Kingston *** during 



148 The Narragansett Church 

the winter of 1 8 34-5 ; and, in the spring, a church 
was organized *'' with nineteen communicants, 
and admitted into the Diocesan Convention in 
that year. In May, the Rev. William W. Niles, 
the missionary ot the Convocation, officiated as 
pastor for about six months. Regular religious 
services were suspended, after that period, for the 
term of two years. In April, 1838, the Rev. 
Louis Jansen, a missionary of the Convocation, 
was elefted re6lor. He reported to the Conven- 
tion twenty-three communicants. He left in 
January, 1839, and was succeeded by the Rev. 
Francis VintoUj^^^appointed by the Convocation 
missionary reftor over the parishes of Tower 
Hill and Kingston. At their call, he continued 
to perform divided services in the two churches 
until he accepted the reftorship of St. Stephen's, 
Providence. ** Lay services were then begun by 
Lieutenant A. A. Harwood,*'* of the United 
States Navy, who was licensed by the Bishop of 
the Diocese for this obje6l, which he pursued 
with praiseworthy zeal.'* In January, 1840, the 
Rev. Mr. Newman officiated at Kingston, once 
a Sunday, until the Church of the Ascension was 
finished at Wakefield. On the 31st of May, 1840, 
regular services at Kingston church were closed, 
and the members have since attended the Wake- 
field church. No church edifice was built at 
Kingston — the congregation worshipped in the 
State [Court] House. 
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WAKEFIELD CHURCH 

[Church tfthe Asceumm] 

The Rev. Francis Vinton/** missionary of the 
Rhode Island Convocation over the parishes of 
Tower Hill and Kingston, organized the Church 
of the Ascension at Wakefield, on the 28th of 
February, 1839, with six communicants. Wake- 
field is situated on the Saugatucket River, a few 
rods above the Point Judith Ponds, into which 
that river empties. Within the distance of a mile 
are four fa£tories, and a dense population. 

Through the liberality of Elisha Watson, 
Esq., suitable lots for a church and parsonage 
house were obtained, and in a few weeks the re- 
quired amount for the ere6lion of a church and 
a large portion for building the parsonage were 
raised.* The building of the church was begun 
in the summer of 1839. It was consecrated on 
the 3d of June, 1840. The Rev. William H. 
Newman was the first redlor (the Rev. Mr. 
Vinton having accepted the reftorship of St. 
Stephen's in Providence, before the church was 
completed). Mr. Newman divided his labours 
between the Tower Hill and Wakefield parishes 
until the consecration. He continued reftor of 
the Church of the Ascension until Easter, 1841, 
when he accepted a call to Christ Church, West- 

* The Rev. Mr. Vinton offered to procure one thousand dollart, 
provided the same amount should be raised in South Kingstown. 
The offerings were so liberal on the part of Mr. Watson and others, 
that it at once ensured the building of the church, and the next day 
Mr. Vinton started forth to redeem his pledge, which by God's 
blessing was speedily done, through the liberality of Churchmen 
in New York and Providence. 



ISO The Narragansett Church 

crly. The re6lorship of the Wakefield church 
was vacant, except tor occasional ministrations, 
until February, 1842, when the Rev. James H. 
Eames*^ was ele£ted minister of the united 
parishes of Tower Hill and Wakefield, in the 
Church of the Ascension. Mr. Eames continued 
until January, 1 846, when he was chosen rec- 
tor of St. Stephen's, Providence. In March, 1 846, 
the Rev. James H. Carpenter*^ became Redtor 
of the churches at Wakefield and Tower Hill, 
and still [1847] continues in charge of them. 

[Th^ Hisiory of Si. PauFs Churchy Narragansett^ and of 
other Churches in the Narragansett Country closes here!] 
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Chapter XXI 

TRINITY CHURCH, NEWPORT 

Memoir of Trinity Churchy Newport^from 1 698 to 
1 8 1 o. Compiled from the Records^ by Henry Bull^ 
Esq.y ivith Notes by the ReSlor^ Rev. Francis Vin- 
ton^ [1840-44]. 

UNTIL nearly the close of the seventeenth 
century there were but two orders of Chris- 
tians in the town of Newport, who were organ- 
ized and regularly met together for the purpose 
of worship, and those were of the denominations 
of Baptists, and Friends or Quakers. 

The original founder, and first principal pa- 
tron of Trinity Church, in Newport, was Sir 
Francis Nicholson.**' He was by profession a sol- 
dier ; was Lieutenant-Governor of New York 
under Sir Edmund Andros, and at the head of 
the administration of that colony from 1687 '^ 
1 690, at which time he was appointed Governor 
of Virginia, and so continued for two vears. From 
1694 to 1699, he was Governor of Maryland, 
after which time he was again Governor of Vir- 
ginia until 1705. He commanded the British 
forces sent to Canada in 17 10, and took the im- 
portant fortress of Port Royal. In 171 2, he be- 
came Governor of Nova Scotia, and in 1 72 1 Gov- 
ernor of Carolina. He returned to England in 
June, 1725, and died in London in 1728. 

Mr. John Lockyer,*^ an Episcopal clergy- 
man, commenced preaching in Newport about 
the last of 1698, and a church was gathered by 
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that means. He was doubtless procured by the 
instrumentality of Sir Francis Nicholson, who 
was then Governor of Maryland ; for the re- 
cords of Trinity Church fully sustain the fa6l 
that Sir Francis was its founder. The people, and 
more especially the leading gentlemen of the 
town, were well disposed toward this new un- 
dertaking, and a considerable parish was soon es- 
tablished, with sufficient strength and zeal, aided 
by their generous patron, to build a handsome 
church, which was completed in or before 1702. 
" Handsome," as they say in 1702, "finished on 
the outside, . • • the inside pewed well, but not 
beautified." 

Thus far the Church had made its way with- 
out any aid from the mother country. In the year 
1702, when the Society for the Propagation of 
the Gospel in Foreign Parts had been established 
and incorporated in England, the wardens of 
Trinity Church applied to the Bishop of Lon- 
don, soliciting the aid of the Society, on which 
application the Rev. Mr. James Honyman was 
appointed missionary, in 1704, and sent over to 
this station. The Society, as a further encourage- 
ment, sent also as a present to the church a valu- 
able library*^ of the best theological books of 
that day, consisting of seventy-five volumes, 
mostly folio. Many of these books are still in 
the possession of the church. Queen Anne pre- 
sented the church with the bell which was re- 
ceived here in 1709, about which time the min- 
ister, wardens, and vestry wrote to the Gover- 
nor of Massachusetts, and to the Rev. Samuel 
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was estimated the building would cost twice that 
amount ; however, a sufficient sum was raised, 
and in the year 1726 the church was completed, 
and Mn Honyman held the first service in it. The 
body of the building was seventy feet long, and 
forty-six feet wide. It had two tiers of windows, 
was full of pews, and had galleries all round to 
the east end. It was acknowledged by the people 
of that day to be the most beautiful timber struc- 
ture in America. The old building was given to 
the people of Warwick, who had no church of 
their own. We have every reason for believing 
that the new building was ere6ted on the site of 
the old one,*^ for the old one appears to have been 
disposed of by gift, to make room for the new, 
which would not otherwise have been done in a 
town rapidly increasing in population, and in 
want of more buildings. At the time of which 
we are writing, 1724 to 1726, there were Qua- 
kers and two sorts*^ of Anabaptists in Newport, 
yet the members of the Church of England in- 
creased daily ; and, although there were not to 
be found alive, at that time, four of the original 
promoters of Church worship in this place, yet 
there were then above four times the number of 
all the first. Mr. Honyman had under his care 
at this time the towns of Newport, Freetown, 
Tiverton, and Little Compton. 

The history of the church has been, thus far, 
principally derived from the publications of the 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in For- 
eign Parts, and from letters of the minister, 
wardens, and vestry to Queen Anne, to the Bishop 
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of London, and to Sir Francis Nicholson, copies 
of which have been preserved in the first Parish 
Records of the church. That the first book of the 
Corporation Records has been lost is a circum- 
stance much to be regretted. The second book 
begins with the date 1731. 

A letter written in Newport, and published in 
the New England Journal^ Boston, February 3, 
1729, says: 

"Yesterday, arrived here Dean Berkeley, of Lon- 
donderry, in a pretty large ship. He is a gentleman 
of middle stature, of an agreeable, pleasant, and ereA 
aspeft. He was ushered into the town with a great num- 
ber of gentlemen, to whom he behaved himself after 
a very complaisant manner. 'Tis said he purposes to 
tarry here with his family about three months.'' 

The connexion of Dean Berkeley with Trinity 
Church calls for a passing notice of his sojourn 
in Newport, where he arrived by a circumstance 
purely accidental. He, with other gentlemen, his 

associates, were bound to the island of Bermuda, 
with the intention of establishing there a college 
for the education of the Indian youth of this 
country — a plan, however, which wholly failed. 
The captain of the ship in which he sailed could 
not find the island of Bermuda, and having given 
up the search after it, steered northward until 
he discovered land unknown to him, which he 
supposed to be inhabited only by savages. On 
making a signal, however, two men came on 
board from Block Island in the charafter of 
pilots, who, on enquiry, informed him that the 
harbour and town of Newport were near and that 
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in the town there was an Episcopal church, the 
minister of which was Mr. James Honyman. On 
which he proceeded for Newport, but an ad- 
verse wind caused him to run into the west pas- 
sage, where the ship came to anchor. The Dean 
wrote a letter to Mr. Honyman, which the pilots 
took on shore at Conanicut Island, calling on Mr. 
Gardiner and Mr. Martin, two members of Mr. 
Honyman's church, and informing them that a 
great dignitary of the Church of England, called 
Dean, was on board the ship, together with other 
gentlemen passengers.**' They handed them the 
letter from the Dean, which Gardiner and Mar- 
tin brought to Newport, in a small boat, with all 
possible despatch. On their arrival, they found 
Mn Honyman was at church, it being a holy- 
day on which divine service was held there. They 
then sent the letter by a servant, who delivered it 
to Mr. Honyman in his pulpit. He opened it, and 
read it to the congregation, from the contents of 
which it appeared that the Dean might be ex- 
pe6ted to land in Newport at any moment. The 
church was dismissed with the blessing, and Mr. 
Honyman, with the wardens, vestry, church and 
congregation, male and female, repaired immedi- 
ately to the ferry wharf, where they arrived a 
little before the Dean, his family, and friends. 
The foregoing tradition we have given as we 
received it, but other traditions vary a little from 
that ; some of which say that the ship made no 
land until she arrived in the East or Sachuest 
River, from which she came round the north end 
of Rhode Island to Newport. Others say the first 
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by his father, and received into the Church/' and 
on the 1 1 th of June, 1 73 1 , the baptism of " Philip 
Berkeley, Anthony Berkeley, Agnes Berkeley, 
negroes," by the Dean, is noted. 

Mr. Nathaniel Kay, who came from England 
to Rhode Island, as collector of the King's cus- 
toms for the Colony of Rhode Island, was the 
most liberal patron, as to the amount of his pe- 
cuniary aid, that the Church ever had. His house 
stood on the site now occupied by the dwelling- 
house of George Engs, Esq., on the hill near the 
head of Touro street. It was, when built, one of 
the most spacious and elegant private dwellings 
in the town. He was one of the early friends of 
the church, for we find his name as one of the 
vestry as early as the year 171 3. At his death, 
he devised and bequeathed to the church as fol- 
lows : " I give and bequeath my dwelling-house 
and coach house to my wife during her natural 
life ; after which I bequeath both, with my lots 
of land in Rhode Island, and four hundred pounds 
in currency of New England, to build a school- 
house, to the minister of the Church of England, 
(Mr. Honyman) and the church wardens and 
vestry for the time being — that is to say, upon 
trust and confidence, and to the intent and pur- 
pose, benefit and use of a school to teach ten poor 
boys their grammar and the mathematics gratis ; 
and to appoint a master at all times, as occasion 
or vacancy may happen, who shall be episco- 
pally ordained, and assist the ministers, (Episco- 
pal,) of the town of Newport, in some proper of^ 
fice, as they shall think most useful." 
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The property thus given was applied to the 
building a school-house, and, agreeably to the 
aforesaid will, establishing a school, which was 
continued up to the war of the Revolution. At 
the close of that war, the property — in common 
with all real estate in Newport — was of but lit- 
tle value to its owners, and its income not more 
than would keep it in repair. The school-house 
had been pulled down about that time. Under 
such circumstances, the school was of course dis- 
continued. The whole property, at the time of 
which we are speaking, would not probably have 
sold for two thousand dollars, although it was 
worth much more before the war. 

The affiurs of the Church in the United States 
were then at a very low ebb. It was without a 
head, and unpopular with the people ; Trinity 
Church, in Newport, being depressed,perhaps, as 
much as or more than any other. She was for years 
without a minister, her property in a state of di- 
lapidation, her incomesuspended, her society dis- 
couraged, and her whole countenance sickly and 
declining. Nor were these all. The leading men 
of the church were at one time highly incensed 
against each other, and parties raged in the 
church, which carried discord into every class 
of her communicants and congregation. Those 
divisions were sometimes partially laid aside, and 
sometimes partially revived, until the introduc- 
tion of the Rev. Theodore Dehon, who took 
charge of the parish as minister, in 1797. His 
gentlemanly deportment and conciliating man- 
ners, his pulpit eloquence, his mild disposition. 
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and his sound policy, soon brought back the wan- 
dering sheep to the common fold. The church 
was again filled with a numerous congregation, 
earnestly engaged in social worship. 

The property given by Mr. Kay was, from 
time to time, partly sold and partly leased, and 
in conclusion it was all sold ; so that, at the pre- 
sent time, all of it has passed out of the hands 
ofthe Church to individuals, and the avails have 
nearly or quite disappeared. A new school-house 
was built in 1799, and the school was revived 
and continued with little interruption. At first 
it was taught by a master episcopally ordained, 
and then by a lay man, until the first public school 
was established by the town of Newport ; after 
which, poor boys could not be induced to at- 
tend the church school, and on that account it 
was discontinued. Since that time the school- 
house has been used as a lecture-room, and also 
for the accommodation of the church Sunday 
school, which is very large. 

The Church may be considered in fault for not 
having been more faithful to her trust in the case 
of the Kay estate ; but, when we consider the 
great length of time (over one hundred and six 
years) since this bequest, and the fate which 
most estates in trust have suffered — when we 
consider the effedl ofthe Revolutionary war upon 
everything in Newport while it was a British 
garrison, and apparent especially for ten years 
after — when we look at the [1847] ^^^^ ofthe 
Franklin Fund in Boston, the present state ofthe 
Bank of the United States in Philadelphia, or the 
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worse condition of many other moneyed insti- 
tutions — we may cease, in a great measure, to 
condemn. When we consider that a congrega- 
tion think more of their present wants than of 
the future — that they will not tax themselves 
heavily as long as they can avoid it — that they 
are apt to hope for more prosperous days, and to 
expedt their successors to do as much as, or more 
than, they are willing to do themselves — when 
we consider the failure of almost all human ap- 
pointments, the insecurity of all earthly posses- 
sions, the frailty of man, and the decay, even 
while living, ot his most ardent hopes and ex- 
pectations — we ought not to be greatly surprised 
that the will of the dead is not always done. In 
the emphatic language of Holy Writ, " Riches 
take to themselves wings and fly away." 

Mr. Kay's remains lie in Trinity church-yard, 
on the len hand immediately as you enter the 
gate, covered by a stone, on which is the fol- 
lowing inscription: 

THIS COVERS THE OUST OP 

NATHANIEL KAY, ESQ^ 

COLLECTOR OF THE KINO'S CUSTOMS 

IN NEWPORT, WHOSE SPIRIT RETURNED 

TO COD ON THE UTN DAY OP APRIL 

ANNO DOMINI, I7)4« AFTER IT HAD TABERNACLED 

HERE 19 YEARS. HE, AFFER AN EXEMPLARY 

LIFE OP FAITH AND CHARITY, DID, BY HIS 

LAST WILL, AT HIS DEATH, FOUND AND 

LARGELY ENDOW TWO CHARITY SCHOOU 

IN NEWPORT AND BRISTOL 

WITHIN HU COLLECTION. 

The early records of Trinity Church have been 
for many years lost. A few meetings only of the 
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wardens and vestry were recorded in the Parish 
Record Books. With these exceptions^ we have 
to begin the regular series of its secular afiairs 
^^ J^^y S> 173 1 > when its second Book of Records 
begins. 

The present church edifice was erefted on the 
site where the old building stood,*** in 1725, and 
was completed in 1726. The building was soon 
found to be too small for the rapidly increasing 
congregation, for, in 1736, two doors — one on 
the north side, and one on the south, near the 
cast end — were shut up, and pews made in the 
cross aisle ; and two other pews were built, one 
on each side of the altar. In 1749 the christen- 
ing pew was made into two pews, and sold. In 
1752, the vestry-room and church-wardens' 
pew were converted into private pews and sold. 
In 1758, the cross aisle from the north to the 
south door, at the western end of the church, was 
shut up, and four body pews made for the use of 
some families who were still unaccommodated. 
In 1762, the church edifice was greatly enlarged 
by moving the easterly part about thirty feet, and 
adding as much in the middle. This was done at 
the expense of forty-six gentlemen, who took the 
pews thus added in full satisfaftion for the ex- 
pense of the said enlargement. There are no meet- 
ings of the congregation recorded earlier than 
1742, previously to which time the reflor, war- 
dens, and vestry held their meetings of business 
as often as they found it necessary, and when- 
ever a vacancy happened, a new member was ad- 
mitted by them. 
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In the year 1733, Bishop Berkeley presented 
the organ (before mentioned), and in the same 
year, Jahleel Brenton, £sq./'^ presented the clock 
now in the tower. In 1739, the bell presented by 
Queen Anne was cracked : and was taken down, 
and sent to London to be recast. This year the 
estate left by Nathaniel Kay, Esq., appears to 
have come into the possession of the church. In 
1741, the first school-house was built, and Mr. 
Cornelius Bennett appointed school-master, to 
serve until one episcopally ordained could be 
procured. The church wrote to the Society in 
London, requesting it to send a school-master 
episcopally ordained, and requesting it to make 
some provision toward his support — which ap- 
plication appears to have been unsuccessful; and 
another, made in 1746, shared the same fate. In 
1744, by a vote of the congregation, the number 
of vestrymen for the ensuing year was limited 
to sixteen. 

In 1747, the church sent to London, at their 
expense, a young man named Jeremiah Learn- 
ing,"* to take holy orders, that he might be qua- 
lified to teach the church school in accordance 
with the will of Mr. Kay. He returned in Sep- 
tember, and ** produced his orders as Deacon and 
Priest," and also a letter from Dr. Bearcroft,"' 
Secretary of the Society for the Propagation of 
the Gospel in Foreign Parts, signifying that the 
Society did approve of the said Mr. Leaming for 
a school-master, catechist, and assistant to the 
Rev. Mr. Honyman; and the vestry being satis- 
fied with the vouchers, he entered immediately 
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upon the discharge of the duties of the said 

offices. 

In 1 750, the Rev.Mr.Honyman died,**" after 
having lived to an advanced age, and to see his 
church large and flourishing and the parochial 
school under his care fully established. He was 
buried at the expense of the church, on the south 
of the passage from the gate to the church, where 
his tomb-stone now lies, inscribed as follows : 

HERB UES THE OUST OF 

JAMES HONYMAN« 

OP VENBllABLB AND EVER WORTHY MEMORY 

FOR A FAITHFUL MINISTRY OF NEAR HFTY YEARS IN 

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THIS TOWN, WHICH, 

BY DIVINE INFLUENCE ON HIS LABOURS, HAS 

FLOURISHED AND EXCEEDINGLY INCREASED. 

HE WAS OF A RESPECTABLE FAMILY IN SCOTLAND, 

AN EXCELLENT SCHOLAR, A SOUND DIVINE, AND 

ACCOMPLISHED GENTLEMAN, A STRONG ASSERTER 

OF THE DOCTRINES AND DISCIPLINE OF THE CHURCH 

OF ENGLAND, YET WITH THE ARM OF CHARITY EMBRACED 

ALL SINCERE FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST. HAPPY IN HIS 

RELATIVE STATION OF LIFE, THE DimES OF WHICH HE i 

SUSTAINED AND DISCHARGED IN A LAUDABLE AND 

EXEMPLARY MANNER. BLESSED WITH AN EXCELLENT 

AND VERY VIGOROUS CONSTrTUTION, WHICH HE MADE 

SUBSERVIENT TO THE VARIOUS DUTIES OF A NUMEROUS 

PARISH, UNTIL A PARALYTIC DISORDER INTERRUPTED HIM 

IN THE PULPIT, AND IN TWO YEARS, WITHOUT HAVING 

IMPAIRED HIS UNDERSTANDING, CUT SHORT THE 

THREAD OF LIFE ON JULY lO, 175a 

On the nth of July, only nine days after the 
death of Mr. Honyman, Mr. Leaming received 
a temporary appointment as minister of the 
church, and on the same day it was voted to ap- 
ply to the Venerable Society for a minister*** to 
supply the vacancy occasioned by the death of 
Mr. Honyman. The church was in a measure di- 
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vided in opinion as to one who should be recom- 
mended to the Society, or whether or not any 
recommendation should accompany their appli- 
cation ; and as no decisive measures were taken, 
Mr. Leaming continued to officiate. In June, 
1 75 1 9 the church agreed to ask the Society to 
send them Mr. Beach *^' as minister. 

On the 27th of August, 1752, a committee 
was appointed to colle6t by subscription a sum 
sufficient to purchase a parsonage. Their success 
was such, that in December the house was pur- 
chased for the purpose aforesaid. The same year, 
the Venerable Society cutoff twenty pounds from 
their former allowance to this church for the sup- 
port of a minister, which induced the proprietors 
of the pews to agree to subject their pews to an 
annual tax, so long as the Society should judge 
the same to be necessary. The said agreement 
was signed by nearly all the pew-holders. 

In 1754, Mr. Thomas Pollen arrived, having 
been sent by the Venerable Society as mission- 
ary. The congregation accepted him as such, and 
wrote a letter to the Society thanking it for its 
** pious and charitable design ... in sending him.'' 
In 1760, Mr. Pollen notified the church of his 
intention of leaving them very soon, when they 
again wrote to the Society, requesting it to send 
another missionary, and also an assistant and 
school-master. In November, Mr. Pollen left. 
The church, being then destitute of a minister, 
called the Rev. Marmaduke Browne,^ of Ports- 
mouth, New Hampshire. He accepted the call, 
and arrived here in December. The Venerable 
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Society was then requested to accept Mr. Browne 
as its missionary here. Mr. Roger Viets*** had 
a temporary appointment as school-master. In 
1762, the Venerable Society not having written 
to this church, nor sent them the annual allow- 
ance as usual, the church appointed the Rev. Mr. 
Browne permanently as its minister, with a sal- 
ary of one hundred pounds sterling per annum, 
"provided the Society does not continue its 
mission here." The school was committed to the 
care of Mr. John Ernest Knotchell, the organ- 
ist, as a temporary measure. In 1767, the Rev. 
Mr. Bisset^ arrived from England, having come 
over as assistant and school-master, and his pas- 
sage was paid by the church. In 1768, the old 
tower was taken down, and a new one built, 
eighteen feet square and sixty feet high. 

In 1769, the church petitioned the General 
Assembly for an adt of incorporation,*** which 
was granted. In May of this year, Mr. Browne 
went to England on a visit. At what time he re- 
turned does not appear, but during his absence, 
Mr. Bisset supplied his place as minister. There 
appears to have been much contention between 
the church and Mr. Bisset respecting his com- 
pensation. 

Odtober 27, 1770, in a severe gale of wind, 
the spindle on the steeple was broken off below 
the upper ball. 

On the Easter Monday after the death of Mr. 
Browne, the congregation chose Mr. Bisset their 
minister, until the Venerable Society was heard 
from. A committee was also appointed to write 
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to the Society to solicit a continuance of the 
mission, and recommending Mr. Bisset to be ap- 
pointed by them. The committee were also to 
recommend to the Society the appointment of 
the Rev. Willard Wheeler*" as assistant and 
school-master. 

Up to this time, the Society for the Propaga- 
tion of the Gospel in Foreign Parts had supplied 
this church with a missionary, and contributed 
a part of his support; but after the decease of Mr. 
Browne, it declined doing so any longer. Finding 
that they could no longer expe£t assistance from 
other quarters in supporting the church and the 
school, but that they must rely upon their own 
resources, the congregation, on the 28 th of 06to- 
ber, I77i,ele6led Mr. Bisset their minister, with 
a salary of j^ioo sterling, or ^^i 33 6s. Sd. lawful 
money, being the same sum that, with the assist- 
ance of the Society, they had paid Mr. Browne. In 
May, 1772, Mr. Wheeler was chosen assistant 
and school-master, which place he held till 1776. 
At this time, the congregation and vestry became 
greatly dissatisfied with his school, and probably 
discharged him, as no more is heard of him in 
the Records. From 1 774 to 1 784, there is but one 
meeting of the vestry on record. The corpora- 
tion met once a year, on Easter Monday, for the 
choice of officers, and to fix a price for their 
rents. In the year 1780, there was a meeting of 
the corporation, but no choice of officers was then 
made. 

On Sunday, the 8th of December, 1776, the 
British fleet and army took possession of the 
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island of Rhode Island, which event gave a new 
charader to everrthing here of a local nature. 
Mr. Bisset continued with the church until 
the evacuation of the island, which took, place 
Mon^]r,0£h>ber25, 1779. Many of the leading 
members of Trinity Church were of the royu 
party, who, when the town was evacuated by the 
king's troops, went with them to New York — 
and among the number was the minister, Mr. 
Bisset, who left his wife and child behind, in the 
most destitute circumstances. His furniture was 
seiz^ by the Sute of Rhode Island, but after- 
ward, upon the petition of his wife to the Gen- 
eral Assembly, it was restored to her; and she, 
with her child, was permitted to go to her hus- 
band in New York. 

A few days after the British left Newport, 
some young men of the town, and among uiem 
two American officers, entered the church and 
despoiled it of the altar-piece, consisting of the 
King's arms, the lion and the unicorn. They were 
highly ornamental, and were placed against the 
great east window. After being trampled under 
foot, they were carried to the north battery, and 
set up for a target to fire at. The other emblems 
of royalty, being out of reach, were suffered to 
remain. They consist of one royal crown on the 
spire, and another on the top of the organ. How- 
ever little the present generation may care for 
baubles of that kind, still the antiquity of those 
ornaments, and the propriety of them in the day 
when they were put up, make them still inter- 
esting — as indicating, at the first view, to the 



170 The Narragansett Church 

most perfeft stranger, the antiquity of the struc- 
ture which contains them — splendid for the 
days and country in which it was ere6ted. This 
strufture has never been subjeded to the hand 
of modem vandalism. The interior is now the 
same as when Dean Berkeley preached in it, with 
the exception of the longitudinal enlargement, 
and the pulpit is now the only one in America 
ever graced by the occupancy of that distin- 
guished prelate. The church was, at the time we 
are speaking of, without a minister. As it had 
been nursed by the High Church party in Eng- 
land, it was unpopular with the mass of the peo- 
ple, who were writhing under the scourge in- 
flicted by that very party. The church edifice, 
too, had been spared by those invaders who wor- 
shipped in it, while the other places of worship 
in the town they had desecrated — by converting 
them into riding-schools or hospi tals — and every 
part of them but the shells they had demolished. 
There was no service in the church immedi- 
ately after Mr. Bisset left, and the minister of the 
Six-Principle Baptist Society of this town, was 
allowed to occupy the church with his numer- 
ous congregation for several years, until his own 
place ot worship had been repaired. From 1781 
to 1786, service was performed in the church by 
Mr. John Bours,*** a lay reader, who, in 1784, 
was requested by the church to receive orders, 
and become its minister, which he declined. In 
1786, the Rev. James Sayre**'was engaged, and 
settled as minister. He took upon himself the 
duties of that oflfice on the first of Odtober. In 
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1787, the pews built in the west aisle of the 
church were taken down, and the passage from 
the north to the south doors again laid open. In 

1788, Mr. Bours, and a majority of the congrega- 
tion, came to an open rupture with Mr. Sayre. 
They charged him with "refusing to put a vote 
in the Vestry which he had previously agreed to 
do." They apprehended, from conversation had 
with him, " that he would never be brought to 
conform to any form which might be agreed on 
for the establishment of union in the Episcopal 
Church of America, then supposed to bein agita- 
tion, if it differed, in any manner, from the forms 
of the Church of England, excepting the prayers 
for the King/* They charged that, on being asked 
" if the church in Pennsylvania had been con- 
secrated, he replied that they were no church- 
men there," that "he received to the altar and 
administered the communion to a vagrant Por- 
tuguese, who was an entire stranger to him, until 
he saw him approaching with antic postures and 
gesticulations, beating his breast and crossing 
himself" and that "he refused to administer the 
sacrament to three or four persons of as good 
reputation as any among us, who, on their sick 
beds, were desirous of partaking of it." Finally, 
they say, "Mr. Sayre having been chosen our 
minister, on the condition that he would retire 
when any division should take place on his ac- 
count, having in the clearest terms resigned his 
charge and having since declared that he did not 
depend on his reeleftion, we no longer acknow- 
ledge him as minister. Should he still persist in 
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officiating as such, we can view him in no other 
light than as an invader of our rights and an 
intruder and a usurper in the church, and will 
exert our utmost abilities to dispossess him, in 
which we are confident of being joined by a re- 
spectable number of the congregation/' 

It appears that Mr. Sayresoon left the Church, 
but by what means it got rid of him, — whether 
by the means of Bishop Seabury, whose media- 
tion had been requested by a portion of the con- 
gregation, by his voluntary relinquishment of his 
charge, or by compulsion, — the records do not 
inform us. By a vote of May 25, 1789, the Rev. 
William Smith,'^* of St. Paulas Church, Narra- 
gansett, was invited to visit this church every 
other week, which invitation he accepted, with 
the consent of his own church; and, in Decem- 
ber following, he was called to become the min- 
ister of Trinity Church, which he accepted. 

This Church was represented by Mr. John 
Bours in the Convention, which met at Boston 
in 1785, by which Convention the union of the 
churches in this and the neighbouring states*^* 
was settled and the liturgy and forms of wor- 
ship to be used in future agreed upon. When Mr. 
Bours returned , a corporation meeting was called, 
which agreed to all the alterations adopted by 
the Convention, but at the Easter meeting, 1789, 
this vote was rescinded. These two adverse de- 
cisions show that the parties in the Church were 
about equal as to numbers. In 1 790, the Churches 
of Newport, Providence, and Bristol met in con- 
vention, and declared the Right Rev. Samuel 
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Seabniy, D.ti^ Bishop of the Church in Con* 
nedicat. Bishop of the Church in this State. 

The Rer. Mr. Smith was not agreeably sct- 
ded, inasmnch u the society was divided. The 
feuds which originated between Mr. Sayre and 
Mr. Boors had not been healed, and many of 
the minority refbsed to attend church under the 
preaching of Mr. Smith, but preferred holding 
meetings of worship in their private houses. Mr. 
Smith received a osll from the church at Nor- 
walk^Connedicut, which he accepted, embark- 
inejfor his new station April 12, 1797. 

The church, on the 14th of May, invited the 
Rev. John S. J. Gardiner,'** assistant minister at 
Trinity Church, Boston, to come to Newport 
andspendafewSundays;on which acquaintance 
Mr. Gardiner was, on the 6th of August, ap- 
pointed minister, after having spent two Sun- 
days with them. In Mr. Gardiner's answer to the 
church, dated September 11, i797,Jic calls it "a 
scattered church" and "a divided people." For 
these reasons, and because his own church, rather 
than part with him, had raised his salary to eight 
hundred dollars, he declined the invitation, and 
recommended to the church a young man named 
Theodore Dchon.'" 

Mr. Dehon was invited by letter to come to 
Newport for a few Sundays, and preach to the 
congregation, when the same might be most 
convenient to himself. In the meantime, the ser-r 
vices of the Church were performed gratuitously 
by the Rev. Mr. Moscrop. On the 8th of Ofto- 
ber, 1 797, Mr. Dehon was chosen minister, and 
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requested to obtain Orders* November 1 9, his 
salary was fixed at seven hundred dollars per 
annum, with the use of the parsonage and lot, 
and the other perquisites of said office. On the 
7th of January, 1798, he entered upon the duties 
of his ministry* Mr* Dehon proved very accep- 
table to the society, which again united in the 
bonds of harmony and Christian fellowship, — 
flourished and increased to an overflowing con- 
gregation* The pews were again all occupied to a 
degree almost equal to what they had been in 
the days of Mr* Honyman.In 1798, a vestry was 
built on the northeast corner of the church. In 
1799, a new school-house was eredled on the lot 
where the old one formerly stood* The old one 
had been pulled down, as we have reason to be- 
lieve, in the hard winter of 1780, and given to 
the poor of the church for fuel. The Rev* Abra- 
ham Bronson*^ took charge of the school, in the 
new school-house, in 1 800, but resigned in 1 80 1 , 
upon which the Rev. Clement Mcrriam**' was 
chosen assistant minister and school-master, and 
entered upon the duties of his office the same 
day his predecessor finally withdrew, — April 25, 
1 802. In 1 80 1 , a committee was raised to ^* draw 
a plan for establishing a fund for the support of 
the redlor of the church." 

In December, 1802, Mr. Dehon, in conse- 
quence of ill health, asked and obtained leave of 
absence during the winter. Mr* Merriam gave 
up charge of the school, and officiated in the 
church ; and Mr* Jabez Whitaker took the school 
in Mr* Dehon's absence* Mr. Dehon returned in 
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May or June from Charleston, South Carolina, 
where he had resided during the winter* In the 
winter of 1803-4, Mr. Dehon was again absent, 
and as there was then no assistant minister, Mn 
John Ward,*** of Harwinton, Connedlicut, who 
had charge of the school, officiated in the church 
as lay reader, Mr. Ward was invited to take Or- 
ders and become assistant minister, but declined* 

In 1804, the church bell, which had been in 
use sixty-three years, cracked, and was again cast 
over. In November of the same year, the new 
bell cracked, and another new one was cast in its 
place. In November, 1 805, Mr. John Ward, hav- 
ing obtained Holy Orders, was eledled assistant 
minister and school-master, and accepted. 

The affairs of the Church having become set- 
tled under the pastoral care of Rev. Mr. De- 
hon, but little worthy of notice took place until 
1809. For about ten years previous to that time, 
many members of the corporation had been anx- 
ious that the church should possess a fund, to 
be invested, the interest arising to be exclusively 
appropriated to the minister's salary. This year 
they set themselves to work in earnest to accom- 
plish this desirable purpose. On the second of 
June, the vestry appointed a committee to re- 
port a plan to raise a permanent fund ; and in 
August the said committee made a report, which 
was not adopted. Immediately afterwards an- 
other committee, for the same purpose, was ap- 
pointed and their report adopted, after much de- 
lay, December 9, 18 10, measures being taken to 
carry it into efFedt. The members of the congre- 
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gation were solicited to subscribe such sums as 
they were willing to contribute toward the fund, 
— no one being obliged to pay until the whole 
sum subscribed should amount to six thousand 
dollars. In a short time, a list of six thousand and 
fifty dollars was obtained. The subscribers being 
thus held for the amounts subscribed, agreeably 
to the terms of their subscriptions, the money 
was colledted and invested in bank stock; the 
dividends on which were to be regularly invested 
until the capital should amount to ten thousand 
dollars, after which the yearly income was to 
be applied toward the payment of the minister's 
salary, and for no other purpose. This was fully 
accomplished, in due time, and one thousand 
dollars added by the bequest of Mr. Samuel 
Brown, of Boston (a native of Newport), making 
the permanent fund eleven thousand dollars, at 
the original cost of the stock. 

In February, 1 8 1 o, the Rev. Theodore Dchon 
resigned the redlorship of the church, but ten- 
dered his services until the ensuing autumn. On 
the 28th of 06lober,he preached his last sermon 
to this congregation, and proceeded to exercise 
the offices of re6lor of St. Michael's Church, 
Charleston, and, after 06lober 1 5, 1 8 1 2, Bishop 
of South Carolina. 

When Mr, Dehon retired, the Rev. Salmon'^ 
Wheaton (who married a sister of Mr. Dchon, 
and who had been previously engaged to preside 
overthe church) arrived here from New Haven, 
and took charge of the parish. The Rev. Mr. 
Wheaton presided over the church for thirty 
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yean, when he resigned, and the Rev. Francis 
Vinton'** was chosen re£tor, and entered on his 
duties at Easter, 1840, and was instituted re£tor 
April 14, i84i» by the Right Rev. Alexander V. 
Griswold, Bishop of the Diocese. ■ > 

TbefbUowinestatistics are added as interesting 

proo& of the Divine Blessing: 

PtrsMs h^HzeJ {horn 1698 to 1750), 1579; mar- 

r«^«,455;*i(W«£f. 731. 
From 1750 to 1785, persons hapsized, 1143; mar- 

riagtSy 30; kurisls, 130. 
From 1785 to ij^y^firsons baptized, 1^6 ; marriagei, 

7a; iurialif 116. 
From 1797 to iZlOf persons baptized, by Rev. Mr. 

Dehon, an; marriages, 70; burials, 11.^. 
From 1810 to 1840, persons baptized, by Rev. S. 

Whetton. 568; mairiages, 120; burials, 448. 
From 1 840 to li^ltftrsons baptized, by Rev. Francis 

Vinton, 147; marriages, 16; burials, 40. 
jWa/, P0-S91U iapHzedy 3 8 9 J ; marriages,^ 7 6;^ ; burials, 

1594. 
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'There it lufficient evidence that thi 
Newport, "Liccni'd to be the Miniii 

Oflober, 1700. The eirlicu record of the Rev, John Lockyer aa 
miniitcr i* 1701. He remained until about 1704, dying, in Boa- 
ton, about April lock of that year. 
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Theodore Dehon 1798-1810 

Salmon Wheaton 18 10-1840 

Francis Vinton 1840- 1844 

Roben Bernard Hall 1844- 1846 

Darios Richmond Brewer , . 1846-185 5 

Alexander Gardiner Mercer * - 1855-1860 

Olirer Sherman P^eicott 1 86 1 - 1 863 

John Henry Black 1863- 1866 

Isaac Fktrick White 1866-1875 

George John Magill 1876-1898 

Henry Morgan Stone 1899- 1904 

Walter Lowrie 1905- 1907 

Stanley Camaghan Hughes 1907- . 
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■T. JOBM's CtlURCH, PROVIDENCE 
&l3tf yohfs ChMreh, Providence^ Rhode Island, as 

ON the 4th of March, 1754, the congrnatioD 
of King*! Church (now Saint Jowk*s)voted 
"that all traniadiona of the ccmgrM a tiwi, and 
of thechurch-wardentandvcst(T,Dem»n hence- . 
forward written fiur on a ho(^ From that time 
to the present, a record of the {voceedings haa 
been regularly kept. In the first volume of the 
records u a short memorandOm (tf the hiitoiy oi. 
the Church previous to 1754« without date w. 
ugnature. The following u an eztra^ vis.: : 

''The Rev. Mr. UtmA Hnrnphreft, D.D., Seae- 
tuy to die honourable Socte^ m the Ftopsgation of 
the Gospel in Fordgn Puts, m his histoncafaecoant 
of the foundfttioD,proceedingsuid success of didr mis- 
sionaries in the colonies of America^ Co a.d. i 728, says 
that the Rev. Mr. James Honyman was the first mis- 
sionary *^ for Newport or Rhode Island, and that he 
preached* several times in Providence; and at one 
time, to wit, anno 1712, in the open fields, to more 
people than he had ever before seen together in Ame- 
rica; and that the people of Providence then began 
and gathered money to build a church, he says, to the 
value of ;^77o; that Colonel Joseph Whipple gave 
them j^ioo, and viftu ailed the labourers, who began to 
build said church onSc Barnabas's Day>bdngthe 1 ith 

'According to a punphlet pnbliihed by the United Society of St. 
John'i Church, Mr. Honynuut preached In Providence u earlj at 
'7»o. ,1. ■ .. 
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dayof June, A.D. lyaa.'^^And he says the Rev. Mr. 
GeoiKC Pigot was appointed the first minister to their 
churchy A.D. 1723. Mr. Pigot was of a roving disposi- 
tion, and soon moved away from them.* Then Par- 
son Joseph 0*Harra*^was appointed, but he behaved 
unworthily and was dismissed. The Rev. Mr. Arthur 
Browne'****^ was the third redor, and was highly es- 
teemed among them, so that they purchased a glebe 
in Providence Neck, and gave him a deed in fee sim- 
ple for the same. He was after some time persuaded 
away from Providence'^^to the church in Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire, by Governor Dunbar. The people 
parted reludantly with him, and he nobly and gener- 
ously gave back the glebef and house thereon, by 
deed, to Messrs. Colonel William Coddington, Charles 
Bardine, Esq., and Captain John Brown, in trust, for 
the use of any officiating or settled minister in said 
church and congregation of Providence.;]; The Rev. 
Mr. John Checkley was appointed fourth minister, 
and came here May, 1739. He presided here, and was 
steadily in duty, and lived on the glebe land in the 
parsonage, until the year 1754, when, after a long and 
lingering illness, he there died. During his sickness, 
and after his decease, many of our Episcopal clerc^y 
visited us, and the Rev. Mr. Orem, chaplain to the 
King's ship y^^iv, served our church sevend months.*' 

This memorandum continues down to the min- 
istry of the Rev. Abraham L. Clarke. But the re- 

*Mr. Pigot removed in 17x6 or 1727. 

tThis glebe conuined eighteen acres, with a dwelling-houte. Sec. 
This estate is now owned and occupied b^ Thomu Sessions. [The 
house has latel7 been entirely removed (1906).] 
{According to the deeds in the town records, Joseph Whipple, and 
others, sold the estate to Arthur Browne, in 1734, ^^^ ^^^ hundred 
and fifty pounds lawful money. New England currency; and in 
1737, Arthur Browne conveyed it u above mentioned for the same 
coosidciatioii^ minely, two hundred and fifty pounds. 
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cords DOW commenced, and in them we find the 
fiiUowing vote, March [May] 4, 1754: 

"ViUif That the worthy Society for the Propaga- 
tion ^tlM Gospel in Foreign Parts be acquainted of 
dM detth of our late reverend minister, their mission- 
try, and to entreat their chanty to send us another." 

The follawing letter was, in consequence of 
the above vote, written to the Rev. Dr. Bear- * 
croft,*" aecretary of the Society: 

Pravideiuty March [May] ^thy 1 754 

Rbt. Sir: 

Tmi congregation of King's Church acquaint the 
worthy SotSttJ of the death of our minister, their late 
mwWMiary, die Rev. Mr. Checldey, the 15th of last 
mondL*** 

The chnrch-wardcns and vestry having informed 
die Sodetr of his long indisposition, and the conse- 
quence of It, with humble requests for their thoughts 
oftw, we have only to hope in the continuation of their 
charitjr in providing us a minister as soon as they think 
convenient In the meantime, we shall continue to b^ 
the favour of the several reverend clergy, thdr mi»- 
sionaries, who can oblige us. It being now above two 
years since Mr. CheckTey did officiate, we are not in 
that fo^m and order we could wish, and which, no 
doubt, a worthy successor to him would soon bring 
us into. 

Though the late gentleman made several small im- 
provements to the glebe and house, yet its fences be- ' 
mg out of repair, as well as the house, which will be 
expedtcd by his successor to be put into order, and 
the church likewise wandne a great deal of repair, and 
there being few among usable to contribute toward such 
charges, we are very sorry we cannot promise any cer- 
tain sum to our minister per annum, until, please God, 
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the present congregation is not only in better order or 
condition, but increased. In the meantime, we can 
only assure the worthy Society we will do our best, 
which we hope will no way fall short of what the late 
incumbent received. We pray for the blessing of God, 
that through the worthy Society's kind and good in- 
tentions in their charity, we may be provided with a 
suitable gentleman of ability and address to regather 
our flock and increase it, by having a due influence on 
the variety of sedaries and unbelievers we are unhap- 
pily situated among. Though, as the poor encourage- 
ment we give, besides the worthy Society's charity, 
does not entitle us to what we so wish, and as to be 
longer without a minister will hurt us more and more, 
we numbly entreat their regard to favour us, as soon as 
possible, with a gentleman who may offer, they think, 
the most suitable; and we promise, whoever, please 
God, he may be, to endeavour to make all things m our 
power agreeable to him, with a just sense or our de- 
pendence, gratitude, and duty to the worthy Society. 
Remaining, with all due acknowledgements and re- 
speds, theirs and. Reverend Sir, your obliged and 
humble servants. 

Signed^ James Andrews, 

David Brown, 

Church-wardens 

John Merritt, William Astor, George Taylor, 
Samuel Chace, Henry Paget, Benjamin Brown, 
Joseph Brown, Peter Brown, Henry Sweeting, 
Joseph Sweeting, Joseph Field, Gideon Craw- 
ford, Robert Magell, William Hopkins, Benja- 
min Whipple, Charles Brown, Daniel Brown, 
Israel Bullock, John Brown, John Burlcit [£«r- 
dickf^f John Bardinb, John Colb. 

At this meeting an annual tax was laid upon the 
pews, which, says the vote, ** was a new thing." 
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The tax was to be eighty-two shillings a year, 
tUkwor. If not paid, the pews were 10 be for- 
feited, and "sold to such members of the Church 
{^fiM"A;n</ as will be subje<^ to nccdiiil taxes." 
In January, 1755, the Rev. Mr. Troutbeck,'" 
miMionary at Hopkinton, Massachusetts, ex- 
prened a willingness to quit that station to take 
chu^ of King's Church, provided the Society's 
Gooseat could be obtained. A letter was accord- 
iDgly written by the wardens, requesting the ap- 
poiatnnent of that gentleman. In the meantime, 
die Rtv. Matthew Graves, of New London, of- 
fered bis services to the church, provided repairs 
could be put upon the glebe, and the expenses of 
hit removal paid. The congregation, however, 
conditded that "in honour to Mr. Troutbeck, 
thcTOiust now wait the resolves" of the Society. 
In December, 1755, an answer was received to 
their letter by the hand of the Rev. John Graves, 
of which the following it a copy: 

Gentleueh: 

The Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in 
Foreign Parts had> some time before the receipt of 
your ittitx, id favour of Mr. Troutbeck, appomted 
the bearer, the Rev. Mr. John Graves, to be thdr 
missionary to you, a most pious and worthy cletgy- 
man of the Church of England, who has resigned 
his preferment in England to promote Christ's true 
religion among you. He will, I am firmly persuaded^ 
administer ridily to you in spiritual things, and I 
hope you will not be scanty to htm in carnal things, 
— and, therefore, the Soaety expels *n6. requires 
of you that you put your church m good and decent 
repair, and purchase a good and decent house, with 



i84 The Narragansctt Church 

a good glebe annexed thereto for a missionary, if not 
done afready, and pay him at least twenty pounds 
sterling per annum. These are the conditions without 
which no new missions are granted, and may with the 
OTeatest reason be insisted on by the old one, and must 
be complied with, as you hope for a continuance of a 
missionary among you. Recommending you and Mr. 
Graves to the Divine Blessing, I am, gentlemen, your 
very faithful servant in Christ, 

Philip Bearcroft,'*^ Secretary 

P. S. Mr. Graves is likewise to officiate at Taunton. 

'* Upon the public perusal thereof, the said reverend 

Sentleman, Mr. John Graves, was cheerfully received 
y us." 

"Mr. Graves," says the memorandum before re- 
ferred to, ^Mived at the parsonagc-housc and at- 
tended the service until July, 1776, when he was 
pleased to absent himself from duty, though very 
earnestly entreated at sundry times to keep up the 
worship, saying he could not, as prayers for King 
George were forbidden then throughout Ame- 
rica. By reason of war's taking place between us 
and Old England,our Church suffered very much, 
a long time, by this turn of Mr. Graves.'* 

In 1758, a difference occurred between Mr. 
John Merritt, a prominent member of the 
Church, and the reverend reflor, of which the 
Society in London appointed the Rev. Henry 
Caner,^ of Boston, to take cognizance. 

"At a meeting of the vestry, April, 1758 — Present, 
Mr. Graves, redor, the church-wardens, vestrymen, 
and some members of the church, Mr. George Taylor, 
Colonel John Andrews, Mr. Henry Paget, and Mr. 
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Samuel Chace, — a committee chosen last Easter Mon- 
day to rccondle Mr. John Merritt to our church, 
make report, that they met him at Colonel John An- 
drews's house, and used their best endeavours for that 
purpose, but that Mr. Merritt insisted that Mr.David 
Brown had publicly offended him, in giving the reftor 
the contribution, and that the reftor nad publicly of- 
fended him in setting him aside (as he termed it) ever 
since, and that he would have public knowledge and 
satisfai5tion of each of said parties, before he would be 
reconciled: yoted, therefore, that we disapprove Mr. 
Merritt's censure of Mr. Brown for giving, and of the 
refior for receiving, the contribution, and are so far 
from blaming either of them, that we entirely approve 
of both theirconduftherein.as not disagreeable to the 
intent and design of the vote* of the Church, passed 
in the time ofthe vacancy, respefling the contribu- 
tions; and as no offence whatever was intended against 
Mr. Merritt. Mr. David Brown, church-warden, in- 
forms this meeting, that Mr. John Merritt has wrote 
(without the privity of the Church) an unhandsome let- 
ter to the Society, wherein he boldly calls Mr. Graves 
a Methodist; and also asserts that the letter of thanks, 
wrote to the Society, by the Church, in Mr. Graves's 
&vour, was faisc and that the signers of said letter 
were a weak people, — which addon of Mr. John Mer- 
ritt (if true) we disapprove and highly discommend, as 
tending to great disorder and towards breaking up our 
Church." 

In 1 760, this difference was amicably adjusted*^ 
by the parties* "exchanging mutual forgiveness 

*Thc foltowing ii probablj the vote tllndcd to: "That not only 
the monej coUeflea hj contribution, but at the Sacrament, be ap- 
plied to the general uie of (he Church, ontil, plcaie God, we have 
a miniiter, when that collefled at the Sacrament or oblation money, 
irter the chargci attending that divine lervice ace paid, to be Imt 
the church-wardent appliel to the tccoitomed chuiuble me*.. 
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in presence" of the congregation. This reconci- 
liation was principally owing ''to the friendly 
interposition of Mr. Matthew Graves, of New 
London/' 

In 1 76 1 or 1762, a gallery was built at the 
west end of the church. In 1762, it was voted, 
that no proprietor of a pew be allowed to transfer 
his right thereto without the consent of the Church. 
This year the thanks of the congregation were 
voted to Mr. John Merritt for his generous dona- 
tion of fifty pounds sterling toward the repairs of 
the church and also for his still further kind- 
ness in advancing most of the money to purchase 
a lot adjoining the church-ground of Mason 
Wheeting (Wheaton?). This year the church 
was extensively repaired. 

In 1767, the thanks of the congregation were 
voted to ''Captain Whipple for his late bene- 
faction of one hundred and sixty feet of land, in 
order to enlarge our church-yard." In 1 77 1, John 
Merritt left to the Church a legacy of one hun- 
dred pounds sterling. In 1772, King's Church 
was incorporated.'** In 1774, it was voted, "That 
the pew of Samuel Chace, Esq., be free from all 
taxes for his long and special services to the 
Church." In April, 1 776, it was voted, "That Mr. 
John Graves, our late pastor, as he has been 
pleased to leave this Church destitute, be paid off 
for his past services, to the date of his letter of 
dismission, and that the leaders and such of the 
congregation, as please, agree with some worthy 
clergyman of the Episcopal Church to keep up 
the service and worship of God in the best man- 
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Chapter Twenty-second iS 

ncr they can for a short time forward/' "Aftc 
this/* says the memorandum, 

" Mr. Wheeler*" was employed here for about nin 
months. Then letters of invitation were sent aroun 
for assistance, from Boston and Connedicut, and the 
came the Rev. Mr. Jarvis,®" of Middletown, Conne< 
ticut, and officiated three several Sundays; also th 
Rev. Mr. Viets,^ of Simsbury, Connefticut, thrc 
weeks. The Rev. Mr. Parker^" and Lewis, of Bostor 
assisted us twice each. Then Mr. Thomas F. Olive 
came as a lay reader, till peace took place, when Mi 
Graves offered his service again to duty, but was re 
fused, we being under contradl to Mr. Oliver, who wa 
agreeable, and had moved his family up here, and wa 
afterwards ordained, first deacon, then priest, by th 
Rt. Rev. Bishop Seabury, and served until Sunday 
September 3, 1786, when being invited down to Mar 
blehead, among his friends and relations, we partei 
by mutual consent, and in love and harmony. 

^'Immediately upon this, letters of invitation wer 
sent to the Rev. Moses Badger,*^** at Newport. H 
accepted our call, and moved up with his family o; 
Thursday, September 28, 1786; and he sickened am 
died with a dropsy, on Thursday, September 20, 179a 
The Rev. Mr. Graves sickened and died November 14 
1785. After the decease of our worthy pastor. Mi 
Badger, our friend Parson Smith,'** of Newport, ad 
vised us to address and invite the Rev. Mr. Bowder 
of Hartford, to our church. Letters were according!; 
written to him on that subjedl, but he, having lost hi 
voice, and his lungs being affeded, excused himself a 
unable, and kindly recommended us to invite the Rev 
Abraham L. Clarke, as a suitableperson for our churcl 
and congregation. We wrote, and invited him fron 
Huntington, Connefticut, where he left two churches 
it being too much for his ability to attend to them. H* 
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church next Sunday in his way, provided he can- 
not confonn to onr liturgy, but if he will con- 
form, the congregation invite him further to 
serve them.** 

On April 21, 1783, upon "an application, 
by letter, dated die 1 5th instant, of the Rev. Mr. 
Graves, for readmiaeicn into this Church as pas- 
tor, it is voted by all present, except David 
Brown, that, for various reasons, it cannot be 
complied with.** 

In 1785, the church obtained a grant of a 
lottery irom the Legislature, "for the purpose 
ofbouding a chancel and repairing the church." 
On April 3, I785» agreeably to a vote, passed 
on Easter Monday, 1784, a draft of a letter to 
the Sod^ for the Propagation of the Gospel in 
Foreign Parts was laid before the church, and j 
is as follows, to wit: 

£tO THB alT. DR. MORICE, SECRSTAKT, BTc] ' 

PmiiJtnce, R.I^ yffirU 3d, 1785 
Dear Sir: 

Toavoidthecensureand meet theapprobadon of those 
we respeA and esteem, is a desire natural to the human 
heart. We flatter ourselves, therefore, that this address, 
prompted by that desire, will not be deemed imperti- 
nent by a society we revere, and whose establishment 
reflect the highest honour, as well upon those digni- 
fied characters who support, as those who founded tt. ' 

We imagine, Sir, that the Rev. Mr. John Graves 
has alrcadyacquainted the Socictywith his having, long 
since, declined to perform divine service in the Epis- 
copal Church in tnis town, and that he has endeav- 
oured to justify his condu^ hy the best means in his 
power. But, in doing this, we have cause to believe that 
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he has represented us in an unfriendly manner. To ob- 
viate^ in some measure, the unfavourable preposses- 
sions which may have been the consequence of his cen- 
sores, we take the liberty herewith to transmit copies 
of all the letters which have passed between him and 
the congregation, since he first shut up the church,* 
by which, we think, it will appear that, mstead of per- 
secution, he has met with resped and tenderness from 
us. You will observe that there are several letters from 
him to which no reply was made, not because they 
were unanswerable, but because we wished to avoid 
disputes and quarrels as much as possible. But we must 
here observe, that the treatment of which he so much 
complained, was far more favourable, than any other 
clergyman, in similar circumstances, one or two ex- 
cepted, received in America. 

To convince you of this, we need only mention his 
bdng permitted peaceably to reside five years in the 
glebe, after his own voluntary dismission, although he 
constantly refused our repeated invitations to open the 
church, and perform the service in a way we con- 
ceived to be right, and as he aAually did perform it 
in Warwick and elsewhere, and to inform you that the 
parsonage-house and glebe were given, by the first 
builders of the church, "to the Rev. Mr. Arthur 
Browne, to him, his heirs and assigns, in fee simple," 
and that he, on his departure for Portsmouth, gener- 
ously gave them back to three gentlemen, "in trust, 
expressly, to and for an officiating clergyman, when any 
such was here, or otherwise to and for the use of the 
Church." With resped to the vote for Mr. Graves's 
quittingthe glebe, which he believed to be illegally and 
unfairly obtained, it is necessary only to say that, al- 
though many owners of pews were not present at its 
passing, yet few or none of them were ignorant of it 
previous to his removal, and, if they had not thought 

^TImm letten are neither on file nor record. 
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it jtttty they would imdoabtodlT have hid \t raocMi- 
doeradt «nd haye TOted uxxmm^. This ww not 
done or even mentioiiedt and tlie Tote^ bebg icgpluly 
pamdt must be ImL For tiie perticnkif rdrave to 
our setting Mr. ulhrer» who now Mffimnt dhrine 
tervice to nnhreraal eatisfii^on» end tor our fiiml de- 
t«rminedon in r^trd to Mr. Gmve^ we beg leave to 
rder you to our answer to hit last k^ter. Butthoo^ 
we cannot amin receive him as our j^airtor^ we still 
nncerdy wisn him wdU» and ahould rgmce at his be- 
bg appointed to a mudi btfter living dian thb has 
ever oeen. But while we wish fer hb wel&rst we most 
not be unmindful of our own, and the interesti of our 
religion, Mr. Oliver, who means to obtain Orders on 
the first opportunity that offiars, hu officiated for us 
two years tor a salary,^ which, though small, we have 
found it very hard to raise. 

Our anxiety, however, to keep up the worship of 
God, in a form which appears to us pure, and the most 
a^;reeable to the Scriptures, has induced us to engage 
him for another year. But, several members, who be- 
fore contributed laneIytohissupport,haviii^latelyre- 
moved out of the State, it will be extremefy difficult 
for those who remain to maintain a minister without 
some assistance. If, therefore, the Venerable Society 
could make provision elsewhere for Mr. Graves, and, 
if consistent with the principles of their most excellent 
institution, they would be pleased benevolently to con- 
tinue their former salary to us, we are persuaded it 
would not only be an additional obligation conferred 
upon the members of this Church, who for past fa- 
vours feel the most lively gratitude, but that it would 
also tend greatly to the advancement of our most holy 
religion. We are. Reverend Sir, with the greatest rc- 
spcdl, your most humble and most obedient Servants. 

*One hundred and twenty pounds lawful money, together with 
the benefit and improvement of the partonage-hoof e and glebe. 
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P. S. Application has been made to Mr. Graves for 
the books now in his possession belonging to the 
Churchy but he declined to deliver them. As they are 
much wantedy and as we conceive they are not the 
property of even the officiating clergyman, much less 
of one who does no duty in the church, we beg leave 
to suggest the propriety of their being put into the 
hands of the wardens, tor the benefit of the congre- 
gation. 

It does not appear that any answer to this letter 
was ever received. 

July 27, 1785. A letter was given to Mr. Tho- 
mas F. Oliver, then officiating as lay reader, re- 
commending him to Bishop Seabury, who had 
just then returned from his consecration in Eu- 
rope, as a ^^ suitable and worthy subjedt for or- 
dination." Mr. Oliver was accordingly ordained, 
and continued with the church until Septem- 
ber, 1786. 

July 29, 1786. On the Rev. Mr. Oliver's mak- 
ing known to the Church that he found it im- 
possible to subsist or support his family on the 
salary allowed him by this congregation; that 
having received an invitation to settle at Mar- 
blehead, upon terms much more advantageous, 
and being urged by his family connedtions at 
Salem, to remove thither, he was constrained 
from necessity, rather than from any desire or 
inclination he has to leave this place, to accept 
of the offers from Marblehead; and that there- 
fore he should shortly remove his family to that 
town, — the Church, though with sincere regret 
at being obliged to give up the pastoral care of 
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out mindplet of monlhjr. We do, diocfiw^ henfajr 
mamfttt oar disapprobattoii, 1^ dmi pabBdy cea- 
saring our nid brwur.** 

"Voud, That die deric cS the vettrjr do enter the 
iboTe vote end dedandon of tlui mcedng in die 
public Rf^Mer^Kwk of thu Chuidi, and that thd 
■ame be pabliihed.'* 

«^«»J; That Mctm. John I. Clark and Metcalf 
Bowler, vaident, and Jolm Snuth, be a committee td 
wait on Mr. David Brown, to-morroir, and uae thdr 
influence to induce him to revoke the tender of [»■ 
per mone^ to Mr. CUfibrd,— ahow him a copy of tU 
preceding vot^ and inform him that it a the debsiw 
minatioB of die church to pubUah it in the next Sa&- 
urday'a paper, nnlcaa he inll recall the said toder; 
and a^nowledge it in aa public a manner as he haa 
declared the tender. That in caae he doea not conn 



ply, th^ are to pre a copy of die fbregoinff dedan^j 
don and excommunicadon to Mr. Carter muumt 



itfuisi] 
ther adTOe or direAion of the veatry, 

[For the following sketch of John Innei Clarii^l 
the Editor is indebted to Mr. Clark's great- 
grandson. Colonel Delancey Kane: 

"There were three 'brither Scots' who came to 
Cape Fear, North Carolina, about 1735 or perhaps a 
little earlier, and who were warm and intimate friends, 
— Thomas Clark, Colonel John Innes, and James 
Murray.* They were gentlemen of substance and pro- 
minence. 

"Thomas Clark married Barbara Murray, a sister 
of James Murray. He accumulated a good deal of 
property and was High Sheriff of his county in 1741, 
at a time when that office was chosen by the Gover- 
nor from among the Justices, who were the first 
gendemen of the counties. He left two sons: one, the 
•See Martin's CalliBuu tf PripMt Lam, pp. I01-13. 
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subjeft of this sketch, John Innes Clark, named after 
his fiiend. Colonel Innes, and Thomas Clark, who 
afterward became Brigadier-General Thomas Clark in 
the Revolutionary Army; and one daughter, Anne, 
who married William Hooper (a North Carolina 
Signer of the Declaradon of Independence). 

'^John Innes Clark as a boy entered the British 
Navy, but afterwards left the service and setded in 
Providence, Rhode Island, where he married Eliza 
Bowen. He became one of the most important and 
influential merchants of his time and accumulated a 
large fortune in the East India trade. He was the 
second President (1808) of the first bank in Rhode 
Island, — The Providence National Bank, now the 
fourth oldest bank in the United States.* He was a 
member of the Vestry and was at the time of his death 
Senior Warden of St. John's Church, Providence. Be- 
sides giving freely of his time and energy for the wel- 
fare of the Church, Mr. Clark appears to have given 
liberally of his substance. In 1791 he gave thirty-six 
pounds {£36) towards'discharging a debt due on the 
organ ; and in 1 805 subscribed one thousand dollars for 
^ a permanent fund for the regular support of a clergy- 
man to officiate.' This,accordmg to the Church Record, 
was the largest gift given for the purpose at that time. 

" We are pardy mdebted to mm for the two cele- 
brated paintings of General Washington bv Gilbert 
Stuart, the property of the State, one of which hangs 
in the Senate Chamber in Providence and the other 
in the Senate Chamberin Newport; for the Assembly 
of Rhode Island in 1808 appomted a committee con- 
usting of Messrs. Champhn, Channing, and Ives, to 
which the Senate added John Innes Qark, Esq., to 
seled an artist to paint these pidures.f 

*See Colonel William Goddard'i Speech at Centennial of chit 
bank. 

tSee State Rccordi, Providence. 
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■He im a gentleman of the highest distiniftion 
and atm^nfc honoured &like by his associates and his 
StatB. HeldR two daughters.onc of whom (Elizabeth) 'I 
inarried Ofiver Kane, of Newport, and the other 
(Harriet) married the celebrat«l Dr. Robert Hare, 
ofPUhddphu."] 

rRespeOing Mr. Bowler, Mr. John Howland, ^ 
theo Praiuunt of the Rhode Island Historical i 
Societ]r, communicated to the autbortbe follow- 
ing: 

**The Hon. Metcalf Bowler was a native of Eng^ ' 
land} bat when a young man, arrived in this country ' 
and aetded in Newport, which was then a flourishing 
tOWB. He oooimenced his operations there as a mcr- 
diant, and was largely concerned in navigation, in 
which he wat eminently successful. During the war 
with France and Spain he was prindpal owner of a ' 
prirateer, oommanded by Captain William Dennis, 
who Iwouriit in a number of rich prizes, which greatly j 
added to the property of Mr. Bowler. His talents and i 

' enterpriie broughi him into public life as an eminent j 
politician; he represented the town of Newport, and 
afterwards the town of Portsmouth, in the General 
Assembly of the Colony, of which he was for many 
years the Speaker. He had his town and country resi- 
dence and ereded the elegant house in Newport at the 
comer of what were then called the New Lane and 
Clark Street, now the Vernon estate. To the usual oc- 
cupation of his farm in Portsmouth, he added the 
most splendid and bestcultivatedgarden on the island; 
his taste for agriculture and gardening, in which he 
cultivated the best Iruits and flowers, exceeding that 
of any gentleman of his day. While he was in posses- 
sion of his large property in Newport, there were but ■ 
two coaches in the colony, one of which was that of 

' Abraham Redwood, who was supposed to be the rich-^ 
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est man in Newport, and the other was that of Mr. 
Bowler, in which he rode with an elegant span of 
horses. During the French war a convention of dele- 
gates from the northern colonies was held in Albany, 
to ame on the number of troops each colony should 
furnish on the Canada frontier. In the first session. 
Governor Hopkins appeared for Rhode Island, and 
in the seconcl, Mr. Bowler and Henry Ward, the 
brother of Governor Ward. Mr. Bowler travelled in 
his coach, and Mr. Ward on horseback; and many 
years after I heard Mr. Ward relate the circumstance, 
that the expense of Mr. Bowler's journey was vastly 
more than his, though both were paid by the govern- 
ment. 

*^The decline of business in Newport, together with 
his style of living and the occurrence of the War of the 
Revolution greatly impaired the property of Mr. Bow- 
ler, though he continued to be Speaker of the House 
of Assembly and Judge of the Superior Court — these 
offices not then being aeemed incompatible in the same 
person. From the causes mentioned above, he had 
but little property left. He then removed to Provi- 
dence, opened a shop of dry goods, without any ap- 
parent depression of mind, and managed his little 
business pleasantly, practising prudent economy. He 
afterward opened a respedable boarding house, in 
which he performed the duties of a landlord as well 
as if he had never known a higher elevation. At last, 
far advanced in life, his probation was ended. At this 
time there was no resident minister in St. John's 
Church, of which Mr. Bowler had been one of the 
wardens. The Rev. Mr. Smith,'** of Narragansett, 
preached his funeral sermon. The clergyman oeing a 
stranger, who knew nothing of the life and charafter 
of the deceased, avoided any of the usual observations 
on the subjeft; but to the few of us present, who 
knew the Judge in the days of his riches and splen- 
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door, it 1VM it Mlenm toen^ kiag^ deq^ imjpraH 
ooiis <m die pragrtM as wdl as <m thfi end of m^^ 
fifeud the grnt jpoipoeet of Qiar bd^ 
aadthepowliedmmtcttetl^ uoimkr,hi 1750^ 
inerried Mils Faiicfaildt^a^i^^ 
por^ by whom he left a nombtf oCdetoeiiduits. His 
sge St die dme of his.desth I hsite not been sUe to 

^Befen die wsr of die RevdndoOt Ud dnnng the 
residence of Jodge Bowler in Neivport^'die pruici|Md 
frmiliet dieie were hidilT siistocndc in their huuH 
iiers> Thgr pesscsicd Etde sympsdwr fer dieir fellows 
citizens. Tlie.fiunilies.of Brenttm, Mslbonei Wsnton^ 
Simon Pesse snd Qisiles Hsndjr, the Bsnmstetf, die 
Freebodfssnd odienwere of this cssti^biit die polke- 
ncss snd fines i n t eit o mse of Jodge BoWiorsustfii nc d his 
popalsritjr ud insored him the good-^iriU of siil. W 
Ke rended in Ftovideace he wss tresfied with the hi|^ 
est respefti notwithsfiuding the loss ctf^ his Isige'pi^ 
perty/j .. .< v.: .: .'*!. I .A^'. ; -i • ^ 'fj\ 

September 6, 1789. The ReT.!MnPsrker/>T| 

of Boston, by authority, invites this church to 
send delegates to the General Convention of the 
Bishops and Clergy, to be held on the 29th of 
September, in Philadelphia, for the purpose of 
ecclesiastical organization. This church autho^ 
rizes Bishop Seabury to represent them at that 
convention. * 

November 7, 1790," ^(9/^^, unanimously, That the 
Rev. Mr. Badger, John I. Clark, Esq., and Mr. Jere- 
miah F. Jenkins, wardens, and Mr. John Mumfbrd, 
be a committee to proceed to Newport, there to con- 
sult and advise with such other persons as may' be 
chosen by the different Churches in this States to re* 
present them in a State Convention, to be held 011 
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Wednesday the 17th instant, and to make such altera- 
tions and amendments in the Book of Common Prayer 
as may be judged expedient by said convention, and 
to do any other matters which may be thought for 
the interest and reputation of the Episcopal Church 
in the State of Rhode Island/' 

1790. The a£t of incorporation which passed the 
Legislature in 1772, but which, owing to some 
negle£t or misunderstanding, was not signed by 
the Governor, was this year, by a special a6t, 
confirmed and all the previous z&s of the cor- 
poration, under it, legalized. 

In 1 79 1, the church was sued for the payment 
of their organ, by Gilbert Deblois. Owing to 
the war with England, and the unsettled state 
of affitirs afterwards, the church had been una- 
ble to pay anything. A settlement was efFedled 
by paying Mr. Deblois two hundred pounds, 
and the tec of the lawyer, ^^ which was upwards 
of five hundred dollars less than was legally due 
him." 

1792. Mr. James Wilson,'^* since pastor of the 
Beneficent Congregational Church in this city, 
officiated, after the death of Mr. Badger, for a 
short time, as a reader. The Rev. Abraham L. 
Clarke, of Huntington, Conne6ticut, became 
reftor of the church, at a salary of one hundred 
and fifty pounds per annum. Bishop Seaburysays 
of him, in a letter to' the wardens : ^^ He is not 
only a gentleman of good chara6ter and under- 
standing, but also of easy and polite manners, and 
of diligence in his profession.'' 

The State Convention met, for the first time 
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in this church. Bishop Seaburj presiiliiig, July 
31, 1793. On April ai, 1794, it was ' ^'^i' 

^Vmii That a psir of decent gram-Monca be 
ereAedto the memiuy of the fate Dr. John Chaoe,"^ 
at die ejqpense of the Qiaith, in feestundny of dMur 
respeft to die remains of their departed farodier, who 
ivaa for Yeara a fiuthfiil fiiend and servant of : the 
Churdi** .. , ' ' t,. 

MnChace served theChorch as organist fernihe 
years without compensation.' .; > 

In i794,thename of theChurch waschaneed, 
on applicadon to the Legiskture, to St. John's 
Church and the Church agreed to ^go fuUj into 
the use of the alterations in the reviwd Book of 
Common Prater.*' The glebe was sold that year. 
In 1795, the Legislature granted a lottery to en^ 
able the society to build a parMnase. In 1797, 
the '' United Society of St. John's Chuich'' was 
incorporated, ^fi>r tibe purpose of raising a fund, 
the interest to be appropriated annually for the 
support of the Gospel in said church, until it 
shall amount to two hundred pounds, and then 
the surplusage is to be either added to the fund, 
or appropriated to such charitable uses as the 
society shall think proper." This society con- 
tinued until 1 8 1 2, when its fund was transferred 
to the ** minister, wardens, vestry and proprie- 
tors of St. John's Church." In 1798, it was 

" Voted ^ unanimously, That the constitudon of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church for this State, as adopted 
by the Convention, held in Bristol, July 8, 1795, be, 
and the same is hereby ratified and adopted by us, 
except the third article of said constitution/' i • 
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At the annual meetings of this Church, two of- 
ficerSy at present unknown to the Church, were 
always appointed, called Sidesmen [Synodsmen]. 
Their duty was, ^*to keep order in the church 
in time or Divine Service/' 

Mr. Clarke resigned the charge of the Church 
March 30, i8oo. In 1801, Stephen Hull offici- 
ated as a lay reader. In 06tober, 1801, the Rev. 
Nathaniel Bowen (since Bishop of the Diocese 
of South Carolina) became re6tor of the church. 
In March, 1 802, he went on a visit to the South, 
and was invited to there6torship of St. Michael's 
Church, Charleston. He requested his dismissal 
from St. John's Church. The letter of reply says : 

^^Sensibleof the eligibility of so respedable a situa- 
tion, we unanimously complied with tne wishes of St. 
Michael's Church, but with deep regret we have thus 
reludantly assented to relinquish your valuable ser- 
vices. Having advocated, in the most impressive man- 
ner, the pure dodrines of our holy religion, your emi- 
nent endeavours, sincerely in its cause, nave given real 
satis&dion,and will have a lasting and grateful impres- 
sion on our minds.** 

On November i, 1802, Mr. Crocker first per- 
formed Divine Service in this church. In April, 
1 803, he was invited to become pastor, on obtain- 
ing Deacon's Orders, which he accepted for one 
year. Owingto the ill health of Mr. Crocker dur- 
ing this year, leave of absence was granted him for 
several weeks, and his illness still continuing, he 
was obliged in January, 1 804, " to beg to be re- 
leased from his engagements.'' The request was 
granted ; *^ but not without repugnance to our 
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feelings, that the measure, though expedient, de- 
prives us of a pastor whose valuable services will 
not be easily effaced from our memories." Mr, 
Nathaniel Parker served as a lay reader for ashort 
time. ,1' I 

In December, 1805, the Rev. John Lynn | 
Blackburn, an English gentleman, came from the 
Church in Quincy, Massachusetts, and, meet- 
ing with the unanimous approbation of the con- 
gregation, was invited to p< Divine Service 
until Easter. On April 7, it 6, VIr. Blackburn 
was chosen "minister and tr of St. John's 
Church," his redtorship to c mence "on his 
obtainment of priest's orders,' a Ihissalarytobc ■ 
six hundred and fifty dollars, until the expiration i 
of twenty months, at which tin it was contem- 
plated that the subscription for a permanent fund 
for the support of the minister wc uld be realized. 

In 1 806, the wardens were requested to discon- 
tinue the pra<5tice of colledling contributions in 
church during Divine Service, except on pub-^ 
lie days, and on November 9, 1806,'the aelfr^ 
gates to the State Convention Mwere requested 
to use their influence to come under the Dio- 
cese of New York." .... , , j 

Soon alter Mr. Blackburn took charge of the 
Church ( 1 806) , the congregation, for various rea- 
sons, became dissatisfied with him. One cause &r 
this dissatisfaction, the following correspondence 
will explain. The agreement niade with 'Mr. 
Blackburn was as follows,' to wit: ^ ' 'in 

**The said John L. Blackburn is to perfonn Divine 
Service, as pastor of St. John's Church, at' the rate' of 
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six hundred and fifty dollars per annum (to which he 
was unanimously elefted last Easter), until the expi- 
ration of twenty months, as it is contemplated that tne 
fund of said Church for the support of a clergyman 
will be then realized; at the termmation of which time, 
should it prove mutually agreeable, it is expeded that 
the Rev. J. L. Blackburn will continue in said church 
as a permanent pastor, his salary to be augmented as it 
may be then agreed/' 

This agreement was signed on the 7th of April, 
i8o6. In June, Mr. Blackburn went to Connec- 
ticut to receive Priest's Orders, and took with 
him the following testimonial, to wit: 

"This is to certify, that we, the Wardens and Ves- 
try of St. John's Church, Providence, &c.» do hereby 
nominate and appoint the Rev. John Lynn Black- 
bum to perform the office of a clergyman and pastor 
of the church aforesaid, and do promise to continue 
him to ad as such until the 7th day of December, 
1 807, and as much longer as may be mutually agreed otiy 
unless by fault committed by him, he shall be law- 
fully removed from the same, &c" 

On the 2d of June, 1806, Mr. Blackburn wrote 
a letter to one of the wardens, from which the 
following is extra6ted: 

Dear Sir: 

No doubt you will be a little surprised on the receipt 
of this, covering the enclosed. The testimonial for 
eledion, which was presented to the Bishop, was re- 

1'eded by him as uncanonical, upon which, therefore, 
could not be admitted to Orders. The enclosed tes- 
timonial he framed himself, and requested a copy 
might be forwarded for the signatures of the vestry of 
St« John's Chuixh, Providence. Your attention [inai" 
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tentionil to the one I drew out, and the insertion o^ 
^'until tne 7th of December, 1 807, and as much longer 
as may be mutually agreed on/' were what he entirely 
objeded to. He says, that a Bishop, upon the ordina- 
tion of a candidate for the priesthood, knows nothing 
of a limited space of time, which would but subjed the 
clergyman to the capricious humour of his congrega- 
tion which at all times ought to be discountenanced, 
as being contrary to the rules of Episcopacy. May I 
request you to procure the necessary signatures to the 
enclosed, and forward it immediately, direded to the 
care of the Bishop, &c., &c. 

In a postscript, Mr. Blackburn says: 

^' I mentioned the agreement I had entered into with 
the congregation, when the Bishop replied, that that 
was a personal matter between ourselves, but with 
which the testimonial of eledion had nothing to do. 
However, that the parsonage-house and glebe imme- 
diately became the redor's, upon his indudion into a 
church. Upon this subjed he has promised to give 
me his sentiments in writing.** 

The following is the reply of the Wardens and 
Vestry: 

Providence^ yune 6, 1 8o6 

Rev. Mr. Blackburn: 

Dear Sir, — Your letter covering a testimonial for 
the Wardens and Vestry of St. John's Church to 
sign, has been received, and we observe that you in- 
timate a claim upon us for the glebe, in addition to the 
salary we agreed with you for. In reply thereto, we 
remark, that the clergyman's salary of this congrega- 
tion has ever been raised by voluntary subscription, 
and that the contrad already made precludes any other 
for the time prescribed. We do not find ourselves au- 
thorized to sign any writings compulsive on the society 
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for more than their agreement stipulates, as 'the rest 
of the glebe estate is already appropriated to make 
your salary to six hundred and nfty dollars. We re- 
gret that it is not in our power, at present, to acquiesce 
with your requests Desirous of avoiding everything 
unpleasant, it is necessary that there should be a per- 
feft understanding with each other. We therefore can- 
not think of committing ourselves further^ until the 
claims on the glebe, which, as you mention, is sup- 
posed by the Bishop to become the redor's right and 
privily, are relinquished by you. 

Signed by the Wardens and Vestry 

This letter not having been answered on the 
1 2th of August, 1806, the Wardens again ad- 
dressed Mr. Blackburn, intimating the propriety 
of **an official reply.'' To this Mr. Blackburn 
replied as follows: 

Providtnci^ August 16, 1 806 

Gentlemen : 

I PERCEIVE with pleasure, by your letter of the lath 
instant, that what you are pleased to call my '^unex- 
peded application," from New Haven, had not en- 
tirely slipped your memory. Not being in possession 
of the Church canons made in this country, I con- 
ceived the testimonial I carried with me would be 
sufficient; but, understanding from the Bishop that 
it would not, I sent another form, diOated by him^ 
which might have been very safely executed and re- 
turned, as the church would not have been thereby 
in any way committed or subjefted to inconvenience. 
It only expressed that I should be established reftor 
of St. John's Church, but it does not say that I should 
be appointed for life. 1 1 does not, by any means, set aside 
or militate against our agreement; therefore, gentle- 
men, it is sufficiently evident that neither his Right 
Reverence, the Bishop, nor myself, has any intention 



aptcr Twenty-second 

I overreach or take in the society. The testimonial 
)u sent me not hzingcycpTtsszd according to llie canons^ 
as, of course, rejtOed, and the Bishop expcded that 
another, corresponding with the form sent, should be 
forwarded to him immediately after my returning here. 
I do solemnly assure you, gentlemen, that the means 
' of complying with that requisition not having been 
conceded, has occasioned me much uneasiness, as I 
have, in some degree, been obliged to forfeit my word 
to the Bishop, and it has much the appearance of an 
imposition on him, which of all li ' igs 1 detest. What 
1 mentioned respeding the churc glebe, was by the 
authority of the Bishop; but yc itlemen, very well 

know, that although I m t *. - -ititled to it by the 
' canons and constitution urch, yet I could 

not, by our agreement, enter i possession, or de- 
mand the rent; therefore, that udid not have had 
sufficient weight to induce you lo withhold the testi- 
monial, which I in honour, and you in duty, as officers 
of the Church, were bound to furnish. The question of 
the glebe may remain in statu quo, for although I shall 
not contest that matter, I will not take any measure 
that may commit the rights of the Church, as 1 might 
thereby do injury to my successors. Considered as aa 
ecclesiastical person, it is one of the first duties of a^ ' 
clergyman to stand up for the rights of the Church.- 
and of his own order. On these principles I was ex-r 
tremely mortified by the proceedings respefting the. 
pew in the church which Is reserved for the reftor. I; 
still continue to think it was highly unjust and im- 
proper to take that privilege from me, wilheut' my. 
consent. Had I been consulted on the sut^ed, it would 
have been otherw.ise, but I dislike anything which has 
the appearance of injustice or imposition,. You will; . 
perceive, gentlemen, that I unreservedly lay all my^ 
subjeds of uneasiness before you, for I think it totally^ 
improper thztany heartrburpings shoul4. remain, mn 
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expressed and unexplsuned between a clergyman and 
his Church. I am, with due esteem, gentlemen, yours 
obediently, 

J. L. Blackburn 

The following is the reply to the above letter: 

Prtvidenci^ August 19, 1806 

Reverend Sir: 

We are now to acknowledge the receipt of your hr 
vour of the i6th instant, which came to hand the 
evening of its date. Had you, sir, been as prompt in 
your reply to ours addressed to you, in answer to 
yours firom New Haven, you might have had your 
certificate^ and there would have been no necessity of 
our introducing the subjed at this time. But, you will 
recoiled, on your application from thence, that you 
prematurely introduced (though you were then well 
acqusunted with the contrad subsisting between you 
and the sodety) the Bishop's opinion of your right 
to the church glebe; we therefore wrote to you our 
objedions, and had not a doubt of receiving an im- 
mediate answer, with an acknowledgement to the 
agreement; but, to our astonishment, from that time 
to the receipt of your last, not a single line has been 
received from you on the subjed, convinced as you 
now appear to be of the propriety of our objedions. 
Your honour should, we think, have induced you, as 
soon as you understood the reason of our non-com- 
pliance with your request, to acknowledge it immedi- 
ately. This sufficiently obviated, the testimonial would 
have been forwarded without hesitation. Your relin- 

auishing the glebe to the society, by complying with 
!ie agreement, could be no relinquishment of the 
rights of others. It was a contrad for yourself, in 
which it was clearly understood, that the income of the 
glebe was to be appropriated by the society in part to- 
ward the salary agreed on to be paid you. The unim* 
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lurtant claii the pew, it was supposed, had been 
plained so as not to need repetition ; but should a 
rthcr discussion on the subje^ be thought neces- 
iry, it will be better understood by a personal inter- 
vicw,and,on any such occasion.your opinions and ob- 
servations will be rcspeiitfully attended to. Feeling 
satislied of our disposition to treat you, at all times, | 
with rcspeft, wc arc not disposed to reiterate any ex- 
pressions that might have a tendency to wound your 
feelings. Of to reply to you with the temper with 
which, we observe with regret, you have been pleased 
to answer us — and we flatter ourselves no one will 
presume, in our condudl towards you, to accuse us of 
anything which "has the appearance of injustice or 
imposition." It has always been our earnest desire to 
cultivate your society, and had anything required an- 
explanation, it might have been made without reserve/ 
in an amicable and delicate manner, — but this un- 
fortunately has in some measure been prevented, by 
your withdrawing yourself from us, Neither our time 
nor inclination will admit of alengthy correspondence; 
should you, therefore, wish a further discussion of the 
subject of l/ie ^/ehe or ihe UJlimoHialj v/e shall be ready 
to attend any appointment you may be pleased tO' 
make; and we are persuaded, that in our official ekar-' 
aSer^ you will find us equally disposed to render jus-' 
tice to you and our constituents, and that as wardens 
and private citizens, we have your honour and happi-- 
ness very much at heart. Remaining, very respcd- 
fiilly, sir, your humble servants, j 

Signed, John Inhes Clark \ w„j^ 
Jbrbmiah F. Jbnkims j '^*^«'*'' 

In September 17, 1806, .-i 

"The Wardens of St. John's Church acquaint the 

Rev. Mr. Blackburn, that the pew denominated the 

ministerial petOf- is entirely at his service during his 
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redorship, it having been deemed so, from the time 
of his sacerdotal qualification." 

Under date of March 23, 1807, 

^The Rev. J. L. Blackburn begs leave to inform 
his Wardens, Vestry, and congregation, that it is his 
intention to leave America for Great Britain; conse- 
quently he wishes that thev would, in the intermediate 
time allotted to him by their agreement, provide them- 
selves with a more suitable clergyman." 

The following appears to be in reply to the above 
note. It is without signature and, possibly, was 
never sent: 

Rev. J. L. Blackburn: 

Sir: Your communication of the 23rd inst., advising 
the Wardens, Vestry, and congregation of St. John's 
Church of your intention to leave America for Great 
Britain, at the expiration of the existing contrad be- 
tween you and that society, hath been duly received 
and attended to; and, in reply, we are authorized by 
the congregation we have the honour to represent, 
to acquaint you, that, for divers weighty reasonsy un- 
necessary to detail here, it is their wish amicably to 
cancel the con trad, freely assenting to your immediate 
release, that your design of visiting Great Britain 
may be facilitated and that the society may not lose 
a favourable opportunity of engaging another clergy- 
man. In case, sir, you shall be disposed to accept this 
proposition, — a measure, since a separation hath be- 
come inevitable, we most earnestly recommend as 
highly prudent and expedient at this time, — we shall 
most cheerfully give you any reasonable aid that may 
be requisite for your intended voyage. Wishing you 
a safe return to your native country and the enjoy- 
ment of health and happiness, we are, in behalf of the 
congr^tion of Su John's Church, Sir, &c. 
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_- On the 26th of March, Mr. Blackburn resigned 
the charge of the church, 

March30th,"^e/f(/,That Messrs. Thomas L.HaI- 
scy and John Carter be a Committee to wait upoa 
the Rev. J. L. Blackburn and present him with the 
letter from the wardens, expressing their ready ac- 
ceptance of his resignation." 

The letter of the Wardens concludes thus : 

"We take occasion, at this time, to offer you our 
best wishes for the safety of your intended voyage to 
Great Britain, the enjoyment of he th and happmess 
in life, and that you may permanently establish the 
reputation, which It is in your pon r to acquire, with 
the aid of the splendid literary taleats you possess." 

Another cause fordissatisfadion was Mr. Black- 
bum's habitual intemperance. 

Immediately after Mr. ckburn's resigna- 
tion, Mr. Crocker was inviti to become the 
minister, "so long as it may prove convenient 
for him." In April, 1808, it was "Voted^ That 
the Rev. Nathan B. Crocker be reftor of St. 
John's Church, on bis obtainment of priest's 
orders." 

On the 19th of March, i8io,ameeting of the 
society was held, at which it was decided to ere£t 
anew church on thelot where the present church 
stands. "A building committee was thereupon 
appointed, and application was made to the town 
for the use of the town-house while the church 
was building." Tuesday, June 5, 1 8 1 o," the cor- 
ner-stone of the new church was laid with ap- 
propriate ceremonies, by the reverend Pastor and 
the Wardens and Vestry, assisted by the gentle- 
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men committee, appointed to superintend the 
building of the church. The congregation having 
been notified, convened at the town-house and 
proceeded to the spot, where the exercises com- 
menced by singing, when the corner-stone was 
laid at the northeast corner of the building, af- 
ter which an excellent prayer and pertinent ad- 
dress were delivered by the redtor. 

^^The following inscription engraven on a 
copper-plate and presented by Mr. Nehemiah 
Dodge, was set within the stone, namely: 

* King's Church was built on this spot, a.d. 1722. 
It received the name of St John's Church, by ad of 
incorporation, a. d. i 794. By unanimous consent of 
the congregation it was demolished April, i8io. The 
comer-stone of this edifice was laid with appropriate 
ceremony by Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, pastor of said 
congregation; Thomas Lloyd Halsey and Jeremiah 
Fones Jenkins, wardens; assisted by George Olney, 
John Mumford, Moses Lippitt, Thomas Lloyd Hal- 
sey, Ephraim Bowen, junior, Alexander Jones, John 
Corliss, John Carlile, Nathaniel Searle, junior, Nehe- 
miah Dodge, Thomas Thompson, Thomas Sessions, 
Nicholas Power, Wm, Blodgett, John M. Noyes, and 
Christopher R. Greene, committee for building this 
church, together with most of the Episcopal Society, 
on the 5th day of June, a.d. 18 10, m the 34th year 
of the independence of the United States of America. 
James Madison, President. Master-builders ^ Smith 
and Asa Bosworth, stone-layers; John H. Greene,"^' 
carpenter. Nbhemiah Dodge, fecit.**' 

Tuesday, June 11, 181 1, being the day ap- 
pointed for the consecration, a procession was 
formed at the town-house, composed of the male 
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members of the congregation, and joined by the 
Rev. Salmon Wheaton,reclor of Trinity Church, 
Newport, and the reftor of our church, pro- 
ceeded to the church, at the entrance of which 
the Rt. Rev. Bishop (Griswold) being met by 
the Wardens and Vestry, the church was conse- 
crated according to the form set forth by our 
General Convention. The deed of consecration 
was read by the Rev. Mr. Crocker, and morning 
prayer by the Rev. Mr.Whcaton.'**Aftcran ex- 
cellent discourse by the Bishop, the Holy Eucha- 
rist was administered by him, assisted by the 
above-named reverend gentlemen and the Rev. 
John Ward,"* then residing at St. Michael's 
Church, Bristol. 

In i8i I, Mr. John Fillon bequeathed to the 
church " one hundred and fifty dollars, the inter- 
est to be appropriated to thepoor of said church ; " 
to he paid after the decease of his wife. 

In February, 1 8 1 2, the General Assembly in- 
corporated St. John's Church under the name of 
the " Minister, Wardens, Vestry, and Proprie- 
tors of St. John's Church ; " and by this charter 
the funds of the " United Society of St, John's 
Church " and of the society entitled the " Min- 
ister, Church-wardens, Vestry, and Congrega- 
tion of St. John's Church" were transferred and 
vested in the present corporation. 

On April 15, 1 8 1 6, the constitution of the 
Church in this State was approved, with several 
amendments. In 1827, the Sunday-school room 
was built. In 1 8 32, an amendment to the charter 
was obtained from the Legislature, authorizing 
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the corporation to tax the pews for the support 
of public worship, and for the payment of taxes. 
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. JK Chapter XXIII ^^^H 

ST. Michael's chdrch, Bristol ^ 

Sahn Michael's Churchy Bristol: A Sketch CorUri' 
huted \by a Writer uninoivn} to the **Chmtian Wit- 
ness" in 1840. , 
ANNO Domini, 1680, just sixty years after 
X\ the first seitlcmcnt of New England, four 
gentlemen, of Boston, purchased all that tra£t of 
land now included within the limits of the town 
of Bristol, for the purpose of forming a settle- 
ment on the banks of the broad waters ofNar- 
ragansett Bay. A small settlement was soon col- 
3efted by emigrants from Plymouth, and a few 
years afterwards a town-meeting was called and 
resolutions were adopted, to settle a Congrega- 
tional minister and impose a tax on all the in- 
habitants for his support. No opposition was 
made to these measures, as probably there were 
but few, if any, Churchmen among the settlers. 
Under these religious circumstances, the town 
of New Bristol continued for a number of years, 
till in the early part of the eighteenth century 
some feeble efforts were made to form an Epis- 
copal society, and services were first had by lay- 
men in a small building near Mount Hope; but 
they were not entirely successful until the year 
1 71 9, when renewed exertions were made to 
form the present parish, under the name of St. 
Michael's Church. A petition was forwarded to 
the Bishop of London,''' and application made 
to the Protestant Episcopal society (chartered 
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but eighteen years before by William III), the 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in 
Foreign Parts; and the following year the Rev. 
Mr. Orem was sent over by that Society. 

Immediately after writing for a clergyman, 
the new parish commenced making colledtions 
for the purpose of building a church. Colonel 
Mackintosh gave the ground and two hundred 
pounds in money, and other sums were received 
from Boston and Newport, and the balance, mak- 
ing up the sum of fourteen hundred pounds, was 
contributed by the people of Bristol and the ad- 
joining town of Swansea — alarge sum for a small 
and poor parish to raise at this early period. On 
Mr. Orem's arrival he was kindly and afFe£tion- 
ately received. He found a wooden building, with 
the outside and steeple finished, but nothing done 
in the inside; and so desirous was this little flock 
to join in the worship of their own Church, that 
on Saturday evening rough boards were laid for 
a floor, and service was performed the next day. 
The congregation was larger than had been ex- 
pected, more than two hundred attending and 
numbers coming from the n'eighbouring towns. 
Mr. Orem was a man of strong mind and pleas- 
ing manners, and the governor of New York 
soon oflered him the situation of chaplain to his 
Majesty's forces, which he accepted, and in 
about a year after his arrival at Bristol he re- 
moved to New York. 

The Society for the Propagation of the Gos- 
pel in Foreign Parts, not willing that this little 
flock should remain in the wilderness,— for such 
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it literally was, — without a shepherd, in the fol- 
lowing year (1722) sent the Rev. John Usher, 
who was cordially received and entered upon 
the duties of his mission with faithfulness and 
zeal. During the first year and a half of his min- 
istry he baptized thirty-six, and the 6rst name 
on his record is that of his infant son John, who 
bears a prominent part in the subsequent history 
of this Church. This was about the yearly aver- 
age of baptisms during Mr. Usher's missionary- 
ship. This infant parish, even at this early period, 
had much to contend with from prejudices 
against the Church of England, its members be- 
ing taxed for the support of the Congregational 
minister from the settlement of the town till the 
year 1746, and, at the same time, raising from 
eighty to one hundred and thirty pounds annu- 
ally toward the salary of their own clergyman. 
From this burden they made a number of inef- 
fcftual attempts to be released. They, however, 
bore this tax with becoming submission, but 
when resolutions were about to be adopted in 
town-meeting, in 1 726, to tax them to repair the 
meeting-house, they remonstrated with so much 
warmth that it was thought advisable to make 
the necessary repairs by private contributions in 
that Society. It appears, from the records of the 
town, that the Church people were among the 
most respectable members of the community. 
Some of them were clcdlcd to the General Court, 
others as moderators of the town-meetings and 
members of the town council. • ' 

In 1728, a sum was raised to purchase abdl. 
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and application made to Nathaniel Kay, Esq., 
to order one from England, to weigh from seven 
to eight hundred pounds, which, in due time, ar- 
rived at Newport, two persons being sent to 
bring it to Bristol. But by some accident on its 
way up it was broken, and thus the anticipations 
of several years, when just on the point of being 
realized, were disappointed. This may appear a 
trifling circumstance, but to them it was no in- 
considerable loss. The broken bell was reshipped 
to London, by the way of Boston, to be cast anew ; 
and when it was again received, it proved to be 
one of the best-toned bells in the country, and 
could be distinctly heard at Pawtuxet, a distance 
of at least twelve miles. 

There were two important considerations agi- 
tated in the parish this year (1730) which ap- 
pear to have excited considerable interest: one 
was, whether the salary of Mr. Gallup, the prin- 
cipal singer, should be increased from thirty 
shillings, and the other, if he should sing with- 
out reading the first line; both of these weighty 
questions being finally submitted to the decision 
of the rc&OT.*^ 

In 1 73 1, the society had so much increased, 
that, for the accommodation of all its members, it 
became necessary to add galleries to the church, 
and the pews in them were readily sold. 

A singular vote was this year passed, which 
required the Rev. Mr. Usher to support all the 
widows of the church from what he received 
as his own salary, small as it must have been. 

Their affairs continued prosperous, and the fol- 
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lowing year a stceplc-clock was added to the 
Church. 

This year a petition was forwarded to the gov- 
ernor of the Massachusetts Colony, by two Epis- 
copalians, in the following words: 

"That your Excellency would be pleased to inter- 
pose in our behalf, and cause us to be released from 
our confinement, and our property restored, we being 
peaceable inhabitants of the town ot Swanzcy.ourgoods 
and chattels having been distrained, and ourselves now 
confined in the county jail of Bristol, because wc re- 
fused to pay the salary of the Congregational minis- 
ter, when we are regular attendants upon the Church 
of England worship." 

Thus it is seen that the same spirit of religious 
persccution(thcfrailtyofthe age), which the first 
settlers declared they fled from in England, was 
existing in their own breasts and was exercised 
as soon as they had the ascendancy. 

An event occurred in 1735, which has re- 
sulted in a permanent benefit to the parish. On 
the death 01 Nathaniel Kayj'^Esq.^ of Newport, 
it appeared by his will that he bad bequeathed 
a valuable £trin which he owned in the town, 
and two hundred pounds in money, *'to the 
minister, wardens, and vestry of St. Michael's 
Church," for the education of ten poor boys of 
the parish, and for the support of the ministry, . 
the property having been well managed, and hav-. 
ing afforded a handsome income. Whereupon the . 
Church people petitioned, for a number of suc- 
cessive years, to be exempted from being taxed 
to support a town school; and, byway of obtain- 
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ing their ol^eft, they say, as appears by the town 
records, ^it will have its due weight with those 
gentlemen who formerly objected against your 
gentleman school-master, who was well qualified 
to teach, for no other reason than because he 
went to the Church of England sometimes/' 
This petition was not granted till six years after- 
wards, and then the town allowed them to place 
their school-house on the public land. 

In 1746, that part of the county of Bristol 
in which the town of Bristol is situated was set 
offfrom Massachusetts to Rhode Island, and from 
that date it does not appear that the Congrega- 
tional minister's salary was paid by a general tax 
on all the inhabitants. The Church of England 
people becoming respectable in numbers as well 
as in influence, a better feeling appears to have 
been manifested between the two societies ; and 
in 1 75 1 , both ministers were entirely exempted 
from all taxes. The Rev. Mr. Usher was per- 
mitted, by a vote of the town, to place a pale 
fence in iront of his house, and his son, John 
Usher, junior, Esq., was employed to teach the 
town school. 

The Episcopal clergy, at the beginning of the 
American Revolution, were charged with adher- 
ing to the British government, and, if so, it may 
not be considered unnatural, from their strong 
attachment to the Established Church, and from 
their receiving most of their support from Eng- 
land. But there was a collection taken up in the 
town for the relief of the Boston sufferers, and 
John Usher's name appears among the largest 
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i;ont. itors. Although it may be admitted that 
the imputed partiality of the clergy for Great 
Britain was not patriotic, yet when their sym- 
pathies were excited, their ai5live benevolence 
was always ready to relieve distress, from what- 
ever source it might have originated. 

The church edifice was thoroughly repaired in 
1756, and from that time till 1775 the affairs of 
the Church were both spiritually and temporally 
prosperous, under ' exertions and un- 

abating zeal of the . Usher. At the ad- 

vanced age of nej '"* years, he relin- 

quished the charge^ >andin theChurch 

militant, and resig I unto the hands of 

his Maker, to join :h triumphant in 

heaven, there to meet ; redeemed, who had 

joined their hearts ai > with him in the 

public services of the ', i below, as well as 

imitated his own ur g devotions. 

To eulogize the characivr of this devoted ser- 
vant of Christ with justice requires more space 
than can be afforded in this brief history. He 
made the wel^e of the Church the whole busi- 
ness of his life. In the early settlement of the 
town he suffered deprivations, hardships, and 
mortifications such as fewof the clergy are called 
upon to endure at the present day; but, from a 
^ithful discharge of bis duties, he now rests from 
his labours. 

Mr. Usher during his ministry baptized seven 
hundred and thirteen, performed the marriage 
ceremony one hundred and eighty-five times, and 
attended two hundred and seventy-four funerals. 
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The Rev. Mr. Doyle, of Cambridge, Massachu- 
setts, accepted an invitation to officiate here af- 
ter the death of Mr. Usher, for six months; but, 
his health failing, he left before the term of his 
engagement had expired. There were never any 
more services held in the church from that 
time,"" — for, as reads a fragment of the record, 
^^our parish church, raised by the greatest pos- 
sible exertions of our forefathers, when there were 
but few of them, and they poor, was, on the 25 th 
day of May, 1778, burnt to ashes by a band of 
British rumans, under the command of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Campbell, from Rhode Island.'* 
If any circumstance could palliate an outrage 
upon religious feelings, so wanton, sacrilegious, 
and unnecessary, it was, that at the time there 
was a prevailing opinion, that the soldiers were 
informed that what appeared to be tombs under 
the church were the powder-magazines of the 
town. If they were so advised, this unchristian 
aft will be made known when the secrets of 
all hearts shall be disclosed. Here let us pause 
in this narrative, for a moment, and refle£l upon 
the condition of the parish at this eventful period 
— a strong sectarian opposition to the Church, 
a general prejudice against everything that was 
thought to savour of England, the pecuniary em- 
barrassment of the parishioners occasioned by 
the war, a line of English battle-ships ranged the 
whole length of the harbour, the place actually 
invaded by the enemy's soldiers, the town in 
flames, the little temple of their worship in ashes, 
the few, who had continued faithful, dispersed 
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with their families in the country for personal | 
safety, their devoted shepherd, who for upwardi j 
of half a century had folded this little flock, taken j 
home to his Father in Heaven, and deep dis- i 
tress pervading the length and breadth of the I 
land! If ever men's hearts can be justified for fail- I 
ing them through fear of final dispersion, or for ' 
tacking a strong faith in the omnipotent arm of 
the Saviour, this might have been the occasion. 
But these men believed that those who trust 
in the Lord shall have their strength renewed; 
and John Usher, afterwards the second Rev. 
John Usher, was the man under God, with two 
or three others> who manifested his faith, that ' 
this peculiar vine, which Christ had planted, and 
which had been cultivated by the prayers and 
watered by so many tears of his people, should , 
yet live, prosper, and bear much fruit to his glory, j 
— a faith which the event has fully justified. I 

Here is a perpetual example to small societies ' 
who feel depressed and desponding, and fear that 
the prospe^for continuing their Churches Is du- 
bious. Let them refle£t on the condition of this 
parish, at its darkest hour, and the reflection 
must stimulate them to more a£tive exertions, 
and to secure success ; for in this country, in these 
prosperous days, " no sorrow can be like her sor- 
row," no distress like her distress. 

Under these disastrous circumstances, when to 
be called a Churchman was considered as synon- 
ymous with being an enemy to the country, 
Mr. Usher never omitted to coUedl the few who 
were left of the parish on each Easter Monday 
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(for one .or two years secretly, as he says, for 
reasons hereafter to be made known), and to go 
formally through the duties of an Easter Mon- 
day meeting, when it is evident that but two or 
three attended. 

He colle£led the small remaining parish to- 
gether, after the termination of the war, every 
Sunday, in the old Court-house and read to them 
there, till a new church was built in 1786, a neat 
plain wooden building, sixty feet long by thirty- 
six feet wide, where he continued to officiate as 
a layman till his ordination in 1793. The con- 
gregation had so much diminished from the 
^regoing causes, that the few who still adhered 
experienced the greatest difficulties in raising 
means to defray the expense of the building; and 
when the pews were finished, Mr. Usher soli- 
cited the inhabitants to purchase them, offisring 
them their choice at ten dollars apiece. He 
could hardly have hoped that the little parish, 
he was at that time resuscitating, would, in little 
more than forty years, ere£l a beautiful Gothic 
structure *^ on the site of their humble building, 
the pews of which would be eagerly sought after, 
at between three and four hundred dollars apiece. 

Few have persevered as Mr. Usher did, under 
so many confli£ling circumstances, keeping to- 
gether a parish for eleven years by lay reading, 
at a time when the strongest opposition was ex- 
hibited toward the Church ftom the mistaken 
idea, prevailing immediately after the conclu- 
sion of the Revolutionary War, that there was 
still some connection between the Protestant 
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Episcopal Church m the United States and the 
Established Church of England. 

During the time of Mr. Usher's reading, the 
congregation was frequently benefited in the ad- 
ministration of the ordinances, by the clergy from 
Providence and Newport. The Rev. Mr. Graves, 
of Providence,thusofficiatedfrom i78otoi784; 
and, in 1785, the Rev. Mr. Badger*'' adminis- 
tered the ordinances, the next year the Rev. Mr. 
Wheeler*" being present. In the latter part of 
this year, the new church was so far completed 
that it was opened for public worship, and the 
Rev. Mr. Graves administered the ordinance of 
Baptism for thcfirst time in thencwchurch.The 
Rev. Mr. Smith,"*also, of Newport, frequently 
attended. 

In 1791, twenty-five persons were confirmed 
by Bishop Seabury, and in 1793, Mr. Usher, so 
long the faithful and devoted friend and reader 
to this Church, received Orders, and officiated 
with success till the year 1 800, when, at his ear- 
nest desire, being now nearly eighty years of age, 
the Rev. Abraham Clarke was settled here, the 
R ev. M r. Usher often officiating at the baptisms, 
marriages, and funerals of his old and long-tried 
friends. In 1797, twenty-nine persons were con- 
firmed by Bishop Bass. Difficulties soon arose 
after the settlement of Mr. Clarke, and he con- 
tinued his labours here but about three years, 
when, in 1803, the Rev. Alexander Viets Gris- 
wold became the rcftor of the parish. 

The same year, the Rev. Mr. Usher, then 
eighty-two years of age, prepared to render up 
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to his Divine Master the long account of his 
labours on earth; and, if any man could render 
up his account with joy, Mr. Usher could cer- 
tainly do so. He was the first infant Episco- 
pally baptized in Bristol, and devoted his long 
life almost entirely to the interests and welfare 
of the Church, and in circumstances frequently 
the most trying to his faith in God's protecting 
and sustaining care. But at th^ closing period of 
his protracted life a brighter day was dawning 
upon the Church of his love, and he committed 
his little and beloved flock, with most heartfelt 
satisfaction and perfeCt confidence, to the paro- 
chial charge of the Rev. Mr. Griswold, the new 
reCtor. How far he was justified in that confi- 
dence, the account of the succeeding prosperity 
of the church will abundantly prove. 

The Rev. Mr. Usher was gathered to his fa- 
thers in July, 1 804, aged eighty-two years, and 
his remains, with those of his father, are interred 
under the chancel of the church. 

When the Rev. Mr. Griswold entered upon 
hisduties,in St. Michael's Parish, the list of com- 
municants, as a result of the advanced age of his 
predecessor, the difficulties which had arisen 
during Mr. Clarke's term of service and the early 
prgudices against the Church not yet entirely 
removed, had been reduced to only nineteen. 
From this period, however, an improvement was 
apparent; the congregation immediately in- 
creased and continued to do so, and additions to 
the Communion were received almost every 
month. These gradual accessions maintained a 
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healthy condition of the church, and seldom did 
an instance occur that a member thus added did 
not remain steadfast. The Rev. Mr. Griswold, 
in 1810, was elected and, in 181 1, consecrated 
Bishop of the Eastern Diocese, yet, with the ad- 
ditional duties of the Episcopate, he relaxed in 
no degree his labours for his parish. The con- 
gregation had so much increased, that it was 
found necessary this year to enlarge the church 
edifice, and about twenty-four feet were added 
to the west end, ma''*~~ """" building eighty- 
four feet long but nc [onably wide, and 
the old part was :i.^ epaired. 

The good seed v . Bishop had been 

sowing for a number ol >rang up, in 1 8 1 2, 

into a glorious harve mac in the space of a 

few months about one hundred, who had con- 
fessed the faith of Christ crucified, presented 
themselves for Confirmation and were received 
into the number of communicants. The affairs J 
of the church continued so prosperous and so 
much increased was the congregation, that in 
1 82 1 a plan was suggested for the building of 
a new church and, at the same time, the Rev. 
Silas Blaisdale was invited as assistant to the 
Bishop; an invitation, however, which Mr. 
Blaisdale declined. The hope of building a new 
church continued until 1825, when one of the 
most active and benevolent members of the par- 
ish, who had been transacting an immense com- 
mercial business, was unfortunate and became 
bankrupt for nearly a million of dollars. This 
event brought so much pecuniary distress on the 
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whole town that the projedt was abandoned for 
thetime^to be again renewed under more favour- 
able circumstances. Still, Bishop Griswold, with 
unabating efforts, continued his exertions for the 
salvation of his people, and numbers were united 
to the Church by Baptism and to the Commun- 
ion by Confirmation. He thus laboured for this, 
his parochial charge, till 1829, when, the affairs 
of the Diocese requiring his continued presence 
in a more central position, he removed to Salem 
in Massachusetts. It was with deep regret that he 
parted with such devoted friends, who, for a quar- 
ter of a century, had endeared themselves to him 
by innumerable a6ts of kindness and who would, 
as St. Paul says, ** if it had been possible, have 
plucked out their own eyes and have given them 
to him." At the time of final separation, unani- 
mous votes of the parish were passed, expressing 
their continued affedtion for him and their regret 
at his leaving. 

The Bishop, as before stated, found but nine- 
teen communicants when he commenced his 
labours here, and when he concluded them he 
left about two hundred. His upright and even 
conduct, pious conversation, and consistent walk 
in life had the most beneficial influence, not only 
on the. members of St. Michael's congregation 
but upon the inhabitants of the town generally. 
When he appeared in the street the drunkard 
immediately sought a fixed position to steady his 
reeling motions, and profanity and obscenity in- 
stantly shut their mouths at his approach, while 
all assumed a more circumspect conduct when 
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conscious of his observation. This result was not 
produced by an assumed sanctity or austerity of 
manner, but by a life, both in private and in 
public, corresponding with the doflrines which 
he taught. 

From the commencement of the Bishop's 
connection with this parish, he was in the habit 
of preaching three sermons each week, and, be- 
sides his daily parochial visits, he was in the con- 
stant practice of meeting more or less of his peo- 
ple on one evening in the week for the purpose 
of social worship. His usual method, after offer- 
ing prayers from the liturgy, which he never 
omitted, and singing, was to read a chapter from 
the Bible and, in a plain, unostentatious manner, 
explain its meaning and apply its instruction to 
the benefit of his little but attentive congrega- 
tion. These meetings were rendered still more 
interesting and instruftive by asking the Bishop 
questions (which the people were always at lib- 
erty to propose), on thechapter read, or any other 
religious subjcd, and which he always very 
kindly answered. If there appeared among his 
hearers more than their accustomed attention to 
religion, he would meet them oftener, and give 
them his pious and affectionate advice. The 
meeting was usually closed, at the request of the 
Bishop, with a prayer by one of the brethren. 
These meetings, after they were first commenced, 
were never omitted, during the whole time he 
had the charge of this parish, and the blessed 
effeCk resulting from them will be most grate- 
fully remembered by all who attended them, to 
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their latest breath. The brethren of the church 
also met for religious conference and prayer, 
where the most perfect decorum always pre- 
vailed. The female members had also their more 
private and humble meetings for prayer and 
praise. All which are indications of the spiritual 
condition of the church at this time. 

During the Bishop's redtorship, a society was 
formed by the ladies of the parish, under the 
name of the Female Missionary Society of St. 
Michael's Church, and its members deserve all 
praise for their benevolence; for they have never 
omitted their weekly meetings or their annual 
contributions to the missionary cause, and the 
sums of money which they have contributed 
since the commencement of the society have 
amounted to several thousand dollars. Their 
highly commendable zeal to extend the king- 
dom of the Redeemer over the whole world ap- 
pears, at the present time, to be increasing rather 
than diminishing. About the time of the forma- 
tion of this society, the Sunday-school was be- 
gun under the most favourable auspices, the su- 
perintendent and teachers being pious, devoted, 
and highly respedtable persons, and the result 
having been most salutary and beneficial. 

John Bristed, Esq., a gentleman of high lite- 
rary attainments, who had, a few years before, 
relinquished a lucrative professional business in 
the city of New York to devote the remainder 
of his life more immediately to the service of 
his God, retired to the pleasant and quiet vil- 
lage of Bristol, from the noise and bustle of that 
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z&ive city, to prosecute his studies in divinity 
more efFciiually, in the vicinity and under the 
direfiion of Bishop Griswold. After his ordina- 
tion, he remained here and rendered acceptable 
gratuitous assistance to the Bishop, supplying 
his pulpit during his frequent and necessary 
absences on Episcopal visitations. On the Bi- 
shop's removal to Salem, the Rev. Mr. Bristed 
was invited to officiate, "for the time being," and, 
shortly afterward, by the unanimous vote of the 
vestry, was defied the permanent re<5lor of the 
parish, being instituted in March, 1834."** Mr. 
Bristed began his new labours with ability and 
zeal, the parish continued as Hourishtng as for- 
merly, and, in the winter of 1830-31, large ac- 
cessions were made to the Communion ; a general 
and anxious inquiry was made after the way of 
righteousness, and more than one hundred were 
added to the Church, being soon after confirmed. 
But it is deeply to be deplored that, after an un- 
usual a wakening, when large accessions have been 
made to the Church, in some instances a whole 
year has afterwards elapsed, with the addition 
of scarcely one new communicant. Whether a 
church is more benefited and more persons are 
brought to acknowledge the truth by occasional 
revivals, or by a uniform and contmuous aug- 
mentation, probably creates, in the mindsof many 
devout persons, doubts, which it would be ex- 
ceedingly desirable to have removed. 

Some years before Bishop Griswold left Bris- 
tol efforts had been made to establish an Epis- 
copal society in the adjoining and prosperous 
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town of Warren, which were cordially seconded 
by many of its most respeftable inhabitants, and 
Mr. Bristed continued to render most accepta- 
ble aid to that new parish, till the Rev. George 
W. Hathaway was settled there. Mr. Bristed is 
also entitled to much praise for his services in 
assisting to collect and sustain many new par- 
ishes in this State since his ordination. In 1833, 
it was ascertained that the church edifice re- 
quired very considerable repairs and that it did 
not well accommodate all who worshipped 
within its walls. By the aftive exertions ot Mr. 
Bristed, seconded by most of his congregation, 
resolutions were adopted to take down the old 
church and eredt a new one in its place. This 
was carried into immediate efifedt, and, the next 
year, there was completely finished one of the 
most beautiful and commodious Gothic churches 
in the country, eighty-five feet long by fifty-four 
feet wide, covering the long-endeared site on 
which the two former churches had stood. The 
church was consecrated by the Right Rev. 
Bishop Griswold, on the sixth day of March, 
1834, and on the next day a sufiicient number 
of pews were sold to definay the whole cost of 
the building (amounting to nineteen thousand 
dollars), including a basement ledture-room fifty 
feet square, a large organ, and a fine-toned bell. 
In 1837, Mr. Bristed's general health in a 
degree failing, he employed the Rev. Francis 
Pcck''^ to assist himfor a number of months, but, 
a situation which might* increase his usefulness 
being offered Mr. Peck in the city of Baltimore, 
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he thought it advisable to accept it and remove 
thither. 

An addition of a number of respedtable fa- 
milies was made to the parish in 1838, in con- 
sequence of the dissolution of the society of the 
Reformed Methodists, a large proportion of its 
members uniting with the Church. 

Mr. Bristed has always, when his health has 
permitted, been in the habit of preaching two 
sermons on the Sabbath and delivering a ledture 
in the lecture-room on Sunday evening. Both of 
these kinds of service are highly acceptable, the 
large room being always crowded. On one other 
evening in the week, he meets his congregation 
for social worship. The brethren also continue 
their prayer and conference meetings. Mr. Bris- 
ted, by coUedtions taken at the monthly concert 
of prayer-meetings and by his own liberality, con- 
stantly supports one student for the ministry at 
one of the Episcopal theological seminaries. 

Mr. Bristed's health continuing feeble and not 
adequate to the parochial duties of the parish, 
the Rev. Thomas F. Fales has been employed 
as his assistant, and he is now in that capacity 
acceptably officiating here. 

The communicants now number two hundred 
and eighty-seven, the congregation being respec- 
table, and the largest in the town. Ten poor boys 
continue [1840] to be educated from the Na- 
thaniel Kay fund. The Sunday-school is in a most 
flourishing condition, with thirty-five teachers, 
one hundred and seventy-five scholars, and a suf- 
ficient library. The services of the sandtuary are 
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rendered more perfect by a large and well in- 
structed choir of singers. 

Thus this Churchy which began with doubt- 
ful prospedts of success, when there were but 
two other Episcopal societies in the future State 
of Rhode Island, and they in their infancy, hav- 
ing literally passed through fiery trials, and ex- 
perienced oppositions, difficulties, and depres- 
sions which few of our churches have been called 
upon to suffer, is now, A. d. i 840, through the 
infinite goodness and sustaining care of God, one 
of the most prosperous parishes in the State. 

^For His all-prouBing and sustaining care^ the Lord 
be praised J* 



SUBSB2UENT RKTORS 

James W. Qx)ke 1 844- 1 8 50 

Joseph Tnpnell, junior 1851-1857 

William Stowe 1858-1865 

L. P. W. Balch, D.D. 1865- 1866 

George L. Locke, D.D. 1867- 




8 4 21 8 



p 

i 

91 



\i 



if I 



\i 



I ii 






O £\JHM UiJKJ 



4 



THE BORROWER WIIJ. BE CHARGED 
THE COST or OVEKDUE NOTIFICATION 
IF THIS BOOK IS NOT RETURNED TO 
THE LIBRARY ON OR HEFORE THE I.AST 
DATE STAMPED BE1J3W. 






JUL :|^T977 




